HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1944
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
This was a busy year despite wartime and the continued shortages of gasoline, time, and labor,
which affected the sporting camps and also Avery’s efforts to have work done on the A.T. in
Maine. Avery made it back to Maine for two weeks in the Katahdin area with a party of 18,
primarily Potomac Appalachian Trail Club members. Much effort also went into updates to the
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, promotion of the Katahdin chapter from the Maine
Guide as a separate publication, and revision of the Trail sign list.
This year’s written materials continue the implied missing of a number of letters to which Avery
had responded. His hand-written notes “In Katahdin File” may hint at where these documents are
located. Incoming correspondence was really sparse from January through May.
The wartime shortage of tin for cans led to Avery shipping gallons of paint to Maine via RR
Express in glass jars!
One of the most notable features of the 1944 record are two letters. On October 19 Avery wrote a
rather presumptuous letter to Howard Goff, Chair of the Appalachian Mountain Club Guidebook
Committee, in which Avery argued that the A.M.C. should discontinue its Katahdin Guide and
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let the subject be covered by the M.A.T.C. version without competition. Was Avery just naive or
hopelessly arrogant to not know that he was poking a stick into a hornet’s nest? Goff shared
Avery’s letter with Avery’s formerly good friend, Ronald Gower, leading to Gower’s explosive
response of November 10 (which someone copied to Avery) that must be one of the harshest
letters ever written about Avery.
There was no maintenance on the Trail in Maine during 1944 except for the 52 miles from Yoke
Ponds to Katahdin, on Moxie Bald and in the West Carry Ponds area. The section between
Sugarloaf and Orbeton Stream was, once again, declared “impassable”, with particular concern
over the Sugarloaf-Spaulding section.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
February 18, 1944. Marion Park, Treasurer, to Commander Myron H. Avery,
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Commander Avery:
1 refer to the understanding with you, acting in your individual capacity, in connection with the
financing of the printing of 1900 copies of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
As per my letter to you of January 30, 1943, during 1941-42, you advanced $1,882.75. Since the
receipt of that amount, you advanced moneys as follows:
Check, July 27, 1943, for $125.00, of which $75.00 was for Trail work. $50.00 (I paid A. Hoen
and Company for Maine Maps - $25.00 in August; $25.00 in October, 1943)
According to my accounts, the total advances which you have made to date toward the Maine
Guidebook are $1,932,75.
No reimbursement has been made to you because the bill has not as yet been liquidated.
If the enclosed record agrees with your accounts, will you kindly sign and return to me the
carbon copy of this letter?
{This statement accords with my records. M. H. Avery.}
February 18, 1944. Marion Park, Secretary, to Mr. Arthur M. Eldridge, Manager,
Maine Publicity Bureau, York Corner, Maine.
Dear Mr. Eldridge:
During the latter part of April last year, we sent to you six copies of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine and ten copies of the Katahdin Reprint. We also sent some miscellaneous
publications on the Trail for gratuitous distribution. While it may be in advance of the season, I
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thought I would check up on the situation to make sure that you still have these publications
available for 1944. We are particularly anxious to publicize the Katahdin Reprint and if you
know of any localities where a few copies could be disposed of to advantage, I will be glad to
send them on.
February 18, 1944. Marion Park to John A. Rodick, Maine Publicity Bureau, 30
Rockefeller Plaza, New York City.
Dear Mr. Rodick:
During the latter part of April last year, we sent to you six copies of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine and ten copies of the Katahdin Reprint, together with some miscellaneous
publications on the Trail which were to be distributed gratuitously. While it may be in advance
of the season, I thought I would check up on the situation to make sure that you still have these
publications available for 1944. We are particularly anxious to publicize the Katahdin Reprint
and if you know of any locations where a few copies could be disposed of to advantage, I will be
glad to send them on.
February 18, 1944. Marion Park to Norbert X. Dowd, Maine Publicity Bureau, Bangor,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Dowd:
During the latter part of April last year, we sent to you six copies of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine and ten copies of the Katahdin Reprint, together with some miscellaneous
publications on the Trail, these last mentioned being for gratuitous distribution. While it may be
in advance of the season, I thought I would check up on the situation to make sure that you still
have these publications available for 1944. We are particularly anxious to publicize the Katahdin
Reprint and if you know of any locations where a few copies could be disposed of to advantage,
I will be glad to send them on.
February 18, 1944. Marion Park to Guy P. Butler, Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau,
Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
May I refer to Mr. Avery’s letter to you of April 30, 1943, in which he stated that we would send
to your office at Portland, Bangor, York Corner, and New York City, six copies of Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine and ten copies of the Katahdin Reprint. He also sent some
miscellaneous publications for gratuitous distribution.
While it may be in advance of the season, I thought I would check up on the situation to make
sure that you still have these publication available for 1944. We are particularly anxious to
publicize the Katahdin Reprint and if your office could find any way, in connection with
Katahdin, to bring in a reference to the Maine Guide and the Katahdin Reprint, it will be very
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much appreciated. If you know of any localities where a few copies of the Katahdin Reprint
could be disposed of to advantage, I will be glad to send them on.
We appreciate very much your cooperation and interest.
February 18, 1944. Marion Park to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
While it may be somewhat in advance of the season, I thought I would write you at this time in
regard to the Maine Guide and the Katahdin Reprint. We are particularly anxious to publicize the
Katahdin Reprint. The Maine Development Commission gave us a very excellent story some
time back and we realize that the Guide no longer has any news value. If, however, you could
find any way, in connection with Katahdin, to bring in a reference to the Maine Guide and the
Katahdin Reprint, it will be very much appreciated. We do want to be sure that you have them
available for exhibition and if at any time your supply becomes exhausted, we hope you will let
us know.
February 22, 1944. Marion Park to Lew Ney, Box 30, Station C, New York City
Dear Mr. Ney:
We received the package of “The Silver Aisle” which you sent. You may send the balance of the
5,000, for which we agreed to pay you $30.00 by our letter of April 15, 1943. Upon receipt of the
balance of the 5,000, we will send you a check.
As for the 2,200 which still remain, will you please quote me a price on these and we will let you
know what to do with them?
Will you please send the cuts to me at 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W. We are making an index of
the cuts and want to include those used in "The Silver Aisle*
March 8, 1944.

WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND

Paid by Myron H. Avery during 1941…………………………………………$104.96
Paid by Jean Stephenson in 1941………………………………………………
2.00
Paid by Myron H. Avery during 1942………………………………………… 158.73
Paid by Marion Park in 1942…………………………………………………..
2.70
Paid by Myron H. Avery during 1943………………………………………… 148.44
Interest…………………………………………………………………………
1.86
Paid by Myron H. Avery during 1941………………………………………... 24.74
Amount on hand………………………………………………………
$441.43
March 19, 1944

MAINE GUIDEBOOK STATEMENT
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ASSETS
A.
1, Maine Guidebooks (bound) with Shenandoah Publishing House at Strasburg,
Virginia (space 24" x 60” x 10 ft. high)
899
2. Maine Guidebooks at Trail Conference Headquarters
1035 Guidebooks at $2.50

136
1035

$2,587.50

B.
KATAHDIN REPRINTS
3. Katahdin Reprints at Trail Conference Headquarter
783 Katahdin Reprint, at 50¢

783
391.50

C.
MAP CASES

4. Map Cases at Trail Conference Headquarters

308

308 Map Cases at 70¢

215.60
$3,194.60
Insurance placed by Storer Agency in amount of $3,000; policy expires May 11, 1944. Premium
is $42.98. Trail Conference has insurance on its equipment in amount of $
LIABILITIES
Maine Guidebook, balance due Shenandoah Publishing House $1,143.74 (without interest
which on March 1, 1944, was $56.81)
Amount advanced by underwriters

1,932.73

$3,076.49

If entire Maine Guidebook, Katahdin Reprint and map cases are sold as listed above, the final
result will be
$118.11
March 21, 1944. Myron Avery to E. S. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
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Thank you very much for your letter of March 13, 1944, with respect to the Maine Guidebooks,
which I have found on my return from a trip to Maine.
If I have interpreted your letter correctly, the situation is as follows:
There is due you on the Maine Guide account (which includes your charge for binding up all of
the Guides in the amount of $301) the sum of $1,143.74. To the date of March 1 1944, your
interest would be in the amount of 56.81.
We are, of course, interested in the balance. I have checked this figure of $1,143.74 with our
accounts here and I think we are in agreement.
I am somewhat dismayed over the extent of space which these guides require. I had thought that
it might be possible to bring them all to Washington and simplify problems of storage and
insurance. On the basis of your letter, apparently 100 square feet would be required.
I am going further into the matter of financing the Guide with the view of liquidating the account.
As I wrote you, this has been complicated by the work of assembling all of the Guides which it
may develop that we may never have ordered done, in the amount of $300, which is the obstacle
toward utilizing the arrangements which we had made, for liquidating the account.
There is the further matter of storage. If the account were liquidated, would you be disposed to
permit us to continue to store the Guides at your plant without the payment of storage? I doubt if
we would be in a position to find sufficient space for them.
{Copy in Maine account file.}
March 22, 1944.
SUMMARY OF MAINE GUIDEBOOK AND KATAHDIN REPRINT EXPENSE
1. J. L. Smith – Map Cases
2. A. Hoen and Company – Expense in connection with maps
3. Pre-publication Expense
4. Insurance for 1942 to May 15, 1943
5. Shenandoah Publishing House
June 25/42
4000 copies Prospectus
2000 additional copies
4000 order cards
Express on same
July 24
100 Maine Guide Binders
Parcel Post on same
July 28
1000 Maine Guide Insert Sheets
Express on Maps from Hoen
Aug. 3
Freight on Guides to Washington
Aug. 12
Freight on binders from Sheppard

$275.00
677.00
6.00
23.71
$43.50
12.50
16.00
1.12
41.00
1.11
7.10
1.92
2.39
2.97
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Aug. 19

Aug. 24
Aug. 29
Oct. 26

900 Maine Guide Binders
Freight on Maps from Hoen
1500 copies Maine Guide
2 Extra Pages
Punching and folding 6000 Maps
2 Engravings
Express on Maps from Hoen
Express on Binders from Sheppard
1000 Copies Katahdin Reprint
Insert for 1943
Assembling Maine Guide

369.00
4.61
1,680.00
5.00
130.00
5.50
6.38
1.64
305.00
9.12
301.00

$2,947.06
3,938.77

PAYMENTS TO SHENANDOAH
November 8, 1941
May 29, 2942
July 27, 1942
July 28, 1942
August 14, 1942
August 24, 1942
August 29, 1942
September 29, 1942
November 5, 1942
December 14, 1942
January 28, 1943
January 28, 1943
February 8, 1943
March 11, 1943
April 22, 1943
August 9, 1943
August 14, 1943
November, 17, 1943
December 29, 1943
February 12, 1944

305.00
300.00
73.12
200.00
11.51
2.97
164.00
200.00
50.00
1.64
70.60
100.00
36.85
30.60
23.70
9.12
78.15
35.10
31.80
37.15 $1,803.32
$1,143.74

March 24, 1944. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Fred:
I certainly appreciated your good letter Of March 13, 1944, telling me all the news. There
certainly has been a lot happened up your way.
I have just come back from an emergency trip down to my home in Maine. I was there for a
week but I did not have an opportunity to learn much as to what had happened in the State.
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I had begun to think that it was about time to have one of your usual newsy good letters, telling
me what had happened. As far as the Trail route is concerned, I am glad that Nahmakanta is
going to be reopened. I knew that you had had your eye on the place. Without those camps, there
was a long jump between Rainbow and Joe Mary.
Things look as if a few of us may see you this summer. I do not know about the chances of my
being able to get away, but as you will notice from Appalachian Trailway News, we have
scheduled a work trip from Joe Mary to Katahdin. There are very few men available here these
days but I think that we may have from eight to ten people. We will work up the Trail, spending
two or three days at each place. We will definitely repaint the entire route, so do not consider any
painting in connection with anything which we may work out. We will attend to that at well as
putting up the new board signs.
We shall be getting out a notice with respect to the Trail situation very shortly. I would like to
write to Boyington and will need his address; accordingly, I am enclosing an envelope addressed
to me so that you can indicate where he is and how to reach him.
Also, we would like to know if you are going to continue the same arrangement as last year; that
is, that the main camps will not be open but that you will be running the camps down at the Dam.
Please let us hear from you in that connection.
I doubt if Junior York came any farther than the head of Rainbow Lake. He said that he fixed up
the Trail through the beaver flowage but I had understood that the beaver had left there.
Your story about the flier who crashed near The Appalachian Trail is news to us. It would make
a good story for our magazine if we were able to get sufficient information. Can you tell us just
where it was and whether they used the Trail to get in to the fellow or to get out? If you have any
lead, we might be able to get further details from some other source.
I see that you are doing quite a business at the Great Northern Hotel. The Chamber of Commerce
carries our Katahdin Reprints and Maine Guides. Do you think we could put a copy of the
Katahdin Reprint on display at the hotel with any prospect of its not being picked up and taken
away? Also, we would like to leave around some of the leaflets, The Silver Aisle. Since you have
been such a good advertising man for yourself, we would like to get you to increase your field of
activities.
The prospects for our trip are that we would be in your camps somewhere around the first of
September.
Coming to Trail work; I know that the situation must be desperate from the Dam to the East
Branch. About all our crew could do would be to repaint it. If you could get it cleared in advance
of the trip, it would mean a tremendous help. Since we have not had any work done for the last
three years, it means that our allotment has piled up. We have available and could send in $60 for
what you could get done with it. I know what conditions are and how disinclined people are to
work. This would certainly be more so if they felt that they were doing the work for some
outside people who could not check up on it. What I would like to do would be to have it set up
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as if you were hiring the work done for your own and were paying for it to the extent of $60,
without any reference to us. We would want, however, to get a fair job -- not only clearing out of
the logs but cutting out of the small growth, raspberry bushes, etc. It would require the use of the
pruning shears and the weeders which you have. It would seem that the sooner it could be done
the better, and if we could take advantage of any slack season or when men were available, we
should do so. Of course, the best time would be in July when the bushes had come up, but if we
wait until then, it may be too late. You can see that this is the situation and I would be glad to
know what you feel could be done. I would want to have all of the work finished before our
marking trip in this region. I could arrange to have the Treasurer send you the Money as soon as
you advised that the work had been done and should be paid for.
You are lucky to have Mrs. McDougall as a cook. I am somewhat surprised that she sold out at
Nahmakanta.
As far as I am concerned. it is a question of more and more work every day. I have not yet gotten
away from Washington and I see no immediate prospect. I do hope, however, that things will
break so that I shall get some leave, which I did not last year, and can get up your way.
I shall count on hearing from you and I do hope that we can get this Trail cleared up. It will
certainly be to our mutual advantage.
Copy to Mr. Heard
Miss Stephenson
March 24, 1944. Marion Park to Frank H, Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of
Commerce, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Speed:
I have received your letter of March 8, 1944, asking that we send you a supply of the Katahdin
Reprints. In keeping with your request, I have had sent forward a package containing twenty-five
of the Katahdin Reprints. You will note that these have been priced to sell at fifty cents each.
According to my records, we sent you last year 12 Reprints for which you remitted the sum of
$4.80. I may say that this figure is close to the cost of the production but for the purposes of
distribution, we have priced the Reprints for sale to organizations, for resale, at the amount billed
to you. If, to cover your expense, you should conclude that you would wish to sell these reprints,
say at sixty cents, we would have no objection.
It occurs to me that you would also have some use for Maine Guidebooks from which the
Katahdin Reprint is taken. Accordingly, I have sent to you in the same package five of the Maine
Guides. These sell at $2.50, and in the event of their sale, we would expect that you would make
remittance at the rate of $2.00 per book. If you do not sell the Guides or do not wish to have
them in stock, if you will return them to us, we will, of course, defray the postage expense.
I have also enclosed some 300 copies of a leaflet, The Silver Aisle, and some copies of a larger
booklet by the same title. It is our thought that these would be given out gratuitously to anyone
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indicating an interest in The Appalachian Trail in Maine or in Katahdin. I presume that your
organization would like to have these available for gratuitous distribution and if you will let us
know when the supply becomes exhausted, we would be glad to replenish them. We should like
very much to work out arrangement whereby we might know and indicate to people using The
Appalachian Trail or climbing Katahdin that they could find a copy of the Maine Guidebook and
the Katahdin Reprint available at the Chamber of Commerce.
There is one feature of the guidebook to which I should like to call your attention. You will note
that it is a loose-leaf production and the pages are readily removable. It is intended that these
would fit into a map case. As our supply of map cases is limited and I do not wish to tie them up,
I shall only include one map case as a model. This will not need to be accounted for.
If you would prefer not to have this material on deposit and would wish to purchase the five
Guides or a smaller number, that would be entirely satisfactory to us, as it would simplify our
bookkeeping.
I have also sent to you some of the Appalachian Trail literature which you would undoubtedly
wish to add to your collection.
March 24, 1944. 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
By reason of your interest in Maine through the location of your summer camp, I assume that
you have become familiar with The Appalachian Trail project. We feel that the section in Maine
constitutes one of the outstanding recreational assets of the State. Probably you have known of
the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. A section of this Guidebook has
attracted considerable attention and has been reprinted as the Katahdin Guide.
In order that your Camp literature may contain some reference to these publications, I am
enclosing a leaflet on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. A copy of the Trail Conference
publication generally descriptive of The Appalachian Trail has gone forward to you under
separate cover.
We feel that, when conditions return to normal, The Appalachian Trail may well fit into your
summer camp project and we wish to be sure that you are fully advised as to its possibilities in
Maine.
Very truly yours,
Jean Stephenson
Publicity Director
Jean:
Here is a project for the Publicity Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. This letter is
badly worded but it will convey the thought. My plan is to send out in June to all of the Camps
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listed in this folder this letter, together with Publication No. 17, The Silver Aisle, leaflet and
booklet, and the Maine Guide and Katahdin Reprint circulars. The letters will be signed by you
and you will want to avoid the faux pas of sending one to Miss Bass, etc. M.H.A.
March 25, 1944. Myron Avery to E. W. York, Jr., Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
I was in Maine when your letter arrived. I had to go to Lubec to try to work out some
arrangements to provide for a housekeeper in order to keep things running at my home down at
Lubec.
The envelope with the register of names arrived. We plan to get at it within the next two or three
days and you will see the results in the next issue of Trailway News. Those notebooks certainly
get torn up pretty badly. From what you told me of the situation, I understand that there was a
new notebook placed there in late 1943. The cylinder which I sent to you to hold for me is much
larger and when we get it in place, there won't be the trouble with the separate sheets.
You certainly are taking things on the double. I get an official report that you were married six
months after the event and now there is a York the Third. You are quite right, I think, in saying
that you have someone to travel with me. By the time this thing is over, he will be grown up and
if he is anything like the young man who is his father, he will put us cripples on a packboard and
take us along to revisit the good old scenes.
I note with much interest what you have to say as to your own situation. It is pretty much the
same here as before. I am still stationed in Washington and it is a case of ever increasing volume
of work. It is hard to tell what is coming out of it. I rather think that this fall my family will come
down.
I certainly appreciated all of the news from the Katahdin area. It also happened that Fred Clifford
wrote me. He said that the Nahmakanta Camps had been sold to Clint Boyington. I do not know
him. Clifford said that the MacDougalls cooked for him last summer. I rather imagine that he
found the going pretty tough financially. His main camps are a much better investment than the
Camps at the Dam, as far as attractiveness is concerned.
There is a good chance that you will see some of our people this fall. There are still a few who
can get a few days' vacation and as usual, want to come to Maine. If we had no other place to go,
we would spend all of it at the foot of Katahdin but the necessity for doing needed trail work
takes us to other sections. The tentative plan is to go in to Joe Mary Lake and spend two or three
days at each place coming up the route. We expect to use the last week in August and the first
week in September. It is difficult to say how many people there will be, perhaps eight or ten. If I
can get some leave, which I did not last summer, I certainly hope to make this trip. I want to get
back to see what is going on. Probably we would be at Daicey Pond for four or five days. I know
that you will be pretty much crowded--if your season last year is any indication--but I hope that
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it will be possible to find space for the crowd somewhere. At least, they can be fed and I doubt if
they would worry much about crowded accommodations, under the circumstances.
We shall repaint the Trail.
We count on a pretty tough situation around Nahmakanta and around Rainbow. So, anything
which you can do in that connection will be very much to the good.
Miss Park told me to say that if you do not have the Maine Guide, Katahdin Reprints, Katahdin
Maps and Silver Aisle leaflets, to send a card to us and we would forward copies. We want them
available at the Camp for your people to see.
We are glad to know that your mother is enjoying good health. Remember me to Jeannette and
tell her that, if all goes well, we may see her this fall.
March 26. {Original in Agenda Book}
SUPPLEMENT TO
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
A Maine Appalachian Trail Club Work Trip has been announced to repaint and standardize The
Appalachian Trail from the Joe Mary Lakes north to Katahdin. This work will consume the last
week of August and the first week of September.
Travelers in 1943 reported considerable difficulty between the Penobscot West Branch and
Rainbow Lake Dam. The Trail route around Rainbow Lake was badly overgrown. This route will
have been recleared prior to the Maine work trip by local labor.
As during 1943, Clifford’s main camps are not in operation. His camps at Rainbow Lake Dam
are, however, being operated. Occasionally guides will be using the main camps. This, however,
cannot be depended upon. From Daicey Pond to Rainbow Lake Dam involves a long day's trip.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps have been reopened and will be in operation during 1944. The
proprietor is Clint Boyington.
March 29, 1944. Fred Clifford, On Great Northern Hotel Letterhead, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written but surprisingly legible, at first.]
Dear Myron:
I guess Boyington has traded all rights this time. He has a good cooker and they ought to get
along O.K. The other fellow has a good job with the G.N.P. Co. so Boyington and family will
run it. His name is Clinton Boyington, Millinocket. Always guided and a good fellow. I will do
what I can on the Trail. The fastest time to cut the trail out is before the leaves come out. They
may start growing up quicker but in the spring one man could go over it in July and cut the
brakes and grass. Will need to cut a trail or two out as well if I can get to it.
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I have two or three men in mind to work as well as the McDougalls will need another Girl or
Woman to help them. Will get it ready for the paint and signs before you come if I can.
P.S. Expect to be [?] here the 15th. Want to go up by the 20th June. Two of my Guides are in
England some South and West. [?] likely [?] now or soon. You remember this Bangor Guide
[?????] He is a good shot and beat them all on the shooting range down South. He always had a
good Gun and could get a Deer far as he could see him. It was a good practice.
April 6, 1944. Myron Avery to Clinton Boyington, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Boyington:
Fred Clifford has just written me that you have taken over the Nahmakanta Camps.
1 do not think that our trails have crossed but I have been in that section of Maine on The
Appalachian Trail work quite continuously since 1932, Nahmakanta was always one of my
favorite spots, the food was excellent, the camps very neat and comfortable. The fine view and
the isolation made them a very attractive location. I can appreciate that the isolation and
difficulty of getting in constitute something of a handicap but it was one of the major attractions
of the area to me.
As you undoubtedly know, The Appalachian Trail route passes through Nahmakanta and skirts
the mountain on the west side of the lake. Since the camps were closed, there has been no work
done on the Trail and it is probably in pretty bad shape between the head of the lake and the foot
of the lake. The beaver flowages near the foot of the lake always presented trouble.
Due to the war situation, we shall not be able to do much in the way of Trail work. In the past, in
addition to the people who were making individual trips along the Trail, we have had groups of
people from hiking clubs going down the route, particularly in Maine. Our last visit was at the
time of our Conference in the Katahdin area in 1939.
We have managed to keep up the Trail in Maine through volunteer work and with what
assistance we could obtain locally. Some of the camp proprietors who have found the Trail of
value and of some small financial return, have assisted us in the work. There were some sections
which, independently of the Trail, the Camp proprietors did not have any interest in and in such
areas we had been able, with our limited funds, to pay for the work which had been done. Benny
Boynton, when he was at Nahmakanta, used to help in clearing out the section around the lake
and then when the Trail parties came through, they were able to do what was required in the way
of marking, etc.
Due to my war service, I was not able to be in the Maine woods last year. I have not seen the
Nahmakanta Country since 1939 and I do not think any trail work has been done in that area.
Probably when you get into the Camps, you will have a chance to go down over the Trail and can
tell us how things are.
I know that you will be extremely busy in trying to get the Camps in order again but as a matter
of mutual interest, we would like to enlist your help, if possible, in re-opening the route and
doing what might be required. We found that our most effective tools for clearing out the small
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growth are the long-handled pruning shears and the weeders. A supply of these tools was left at
Nahmakanta, together with paint, and you will no doubt find them there.
The bridge over Pollywog Stream which the CCC built washed out some time ago.
Our funds are extremely limited and we have available only $30.00 which we could use in the
section from the head of Nahmakanta down. After you have had an opportunity to look over the
area, I should like to know if you feel that you could help us get this route re-opened.
We have arranged for the last week in August and the first week in September for a party to
come north repainting the Trail from the Joe Mary Lakes to Katahdin. Due to the war situation
and the shortage of leaves, it is hard to estimate the number of people. We will probably have ten
or twelve people, men and women. We would expect to spend two or three days at each of the
sporting camps along the way, so it very well may be, if I obtain leave, that I will see you this
fall; if not, you will certainly see some of our people there for the purpose of renewing the Trail
marking. It is important to us to get the reclearing done. As you will appreciate, this work is
beyond the scope of our party, which is limited in time and numbers.
You are certainly going to a very pleasant locality and I wish you all success with your venture.
April 6, 1941. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Fred:
I have your letter of March 29th and I appreciate your writing to me so promptly. I had to go to
Maine--to my home at Lubec --for an emergency trip two weeks ago. I was there a week but I
was very hurried and did not have a chance to find out anything about what was going on in the
State.
What are you using for your mailing address this year, Millinocket or Kokadjo?
I certainly hope that you will be able to do something on the Trail. When we come, we will look
after the paint and signs and if you have any luck, we ought to get things back in fair shape. I
imagine the two blue trails are pretty tough indeed.
You might also let us know, so that we can make a notation in the Guidebook sheet, about what
you are going to do with the main camps; that is, whether they will be exactly on the same basis
as last year.
May 16, 1944. Myron Avery to Clinton Boyington, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mr, Boyington:
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I wrote to you on April 6, 1944, at Millinocket, Maine, and as I have not received any reply to
my letter, I thought that perhaps I might have the wrong address. Accordingly, I am enclosing an
additional copy of this letter.
I shall appreciate very much learning from you what your plans are in connection with your
Camps,
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
May 16, 1944. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Clifford:
1 have been looking for a letter from you telling me, as you usually do, what is going on up in
your country. I suppose the fishing season is on in full blast and that you are getting good catches
in Rainbow.
Do your parties go down to Nahmakanta at this time of the year and are you running a truck from
the lower end.
I think there is not much to say down here, except the usual story of ever increasing work.
We have a lot of interest in the Maine trip and I am inclined to think that we will have quite a
few people.
I shall hope to hear from you and to know whether you find any chance to get work done on the
Trail. If you can get the clearing done, with our re-marking this summer, we should have things
in pretty good shape.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
May 16, 1944. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
I am beginning to think that I must be in complete disfavor with the Potter family. As near as I
can remember, it has been a year since I heard anything from you. I did have a souvenir in that
Mr. Greenhalgh gave me one of his Katahdin pictures from Joe Mary framed in birch bark. It
was a very pleasant reminder of where one would like to be.
While I did not get into the Maine woods last summer, I think there is some prospect of my being
up in your country this summer. I am hoping that the last week in August around the 24th or 25th,
we will get to Joe Mary en route to Katahdin. We want to try to put the Trail in shape as far as
we can. Due to the fact that our manpower will be limited, about all we can do will be to renew
the paint blazing. I would also like to get up on Joe Mary. What I had in mind was to spend three
or four days with you and then move up the line. We will probably be in Millinocket on the
morning of August 25th. I do not know how many we will have. There is considerable interest in
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the trip, as usual, but the problem is getting away. The people who could go are either in service
or are working for the Government Departments where leave is very much restricted. We might
have ten or twelve, mostly on the female side.
I understand that you had a good season last year. We might be hard put for accommodations at
that time but I hope that things will work out so that you could save for this party even if it
would mean that they had to crowd up. After all, there would be room at the table and with Mrs.
Potter’s meals there would not be much else desired.
I assume from the fact that we did not hear from you last summer that you did not get much of an
opportunity to check over any of the trails.
I hope that you will break down soon and let us hear what has been going on in the Joe Mary
region during the past year. Where were you during the winter?
How is the grandson these days? Is he able to pole with the old man yet?
With best regards to you and Mrs. Potter from your Washington friends,
May 23, 1944. From the Maine Guidebook Committee to the Sporting Camps Along the
Appalachian Trail in Maine:
While the extent of travel along The Appalachian Trail in Maine cannot be predicted, The
Appalachian Trail Conference wishes to be in a position to furnish accurate information as to the
available accommodations. Our correspondence has indicated that some of the sporting camps
along the Trail may not be open during 1944 and that some other camps will re-open.
There was sent to you a copy of the 1942 issue of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE when it appeared and you will have noticed the reference to your camps. It is the
practice of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to issue each year a supplement, showing the
changes, such as Note to Purchasers, the yellow sheet which was sent out with the Guidebook,
and the blue sheet for 1943. We expect to issue a sheet for 1944 within the next two weeks.
Accordingly, it would be a very great convenience if you could indicate whether you expect your
camps will be open and whether there should be noted any change from the references made to
your camps in the 1943 issue.
For your convenience, there is enclosed an addressed envelope.
If you can also furnish any information as to the condition of the Trail in the area of your camps
or any other data which would be of interest in connection with the Guidebook, it will be very
helpful.
Your assistance in this matter will be very much appreciated.
May 27, 1944. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, Kokadjo, Maine,
to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
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Dear Myron:
Your letter received. I guess everybody is in the same fix as to getting anything done. I am up
against—worse than ever. I haven’t any cook or Woman help so far. Was to have had the same
help I did last year, but I come down for them when the ice went and found the cook abed with
[?]. Doctor and Edna had to stay to look after her. Had a bad Heart attack but is getting around
some now but won’t be able to work for all Summer. I’ve look ever since for help but can’t find
any. We have to get along with Guides and all I have to do most of the cooking done lunch and
all. I am in Millinocket for two men from Boston. Got to meet 3 in Bangor the 26. Edna can go
up with me then for a week or so. Don’t want to do any cooking but any help will do. I am taking
a [?] fellow in on the [?] and truck. We have a lot of people that do their own cooking and 7
Regular Borders. I wrote all those booked about the help but they are all coming just the same.
Will help cook all here tho Guides do some. Will be worked night and day. I did sleep one night
going to Bangor. We will have every thing full over Memorial.
They are giving $50 to $60 per week for cooks and nearly as much for other help if they can find.
I hunted 3 days from Houlton to Bangor. Saw everybody I could hear of Gov. has deferred. Day
before yesterday one man had an ad for a cook at 60 per week in Bangor news for a month.
Didn’t see it today.
I have your letter to C. Boyington. I haven’t seen him yet. Send his mail to Millinocket.
We may find help and get going after a while. Will let you know when I do.
If I had known before I could have looking for help but it was sudden. I guess Hitler is going to
beat all the rest of us if he can’t beat the Army. I think it will be different before next year.
I don’t know but I’ll clear as much as though I had a lot of help. Not much pay out. We will see
how it comes out.
If we can [?] get going may be will help on the trail.
I got to take two people up tomorrow and go to Bangor by Noon the 26th and Saturday 8 or 10
more will come to Garage [?] Campers and all.
May 27, 1944. Marion Park to Miss Adelaide Meserve, Executive Secretary, Appalachian
Mountain Club, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Miss Meserve:
I have your letter with respect to the Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
In keeping with your order, I have forwarded one under separate cover. I have included the 1942
and 1943 Supplements.
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I note that you have only the first edition in the Library. We are at a loss to understand this, for I
know it has been Commander Avery's practice to forward to the Appalachian Mountain Club
copies of the various editions which have appeared. I should think that you would have them all
up to the last one. If you are interested in having all of the editions as a matter of completeness, I
should be glad to arrange to forward what you find, on further check, that you do not have.
Perhaps you have noticed the item in Trailway News to the effect that the Katahdin section of
this Guide has been issued separately. I assume that you will wish to have this, so I am
forwarding the Katahdin reprint also.
In the past I understand that you have exhibited some of this material on your literature table. If
you still maintain this, we would be glad, I am sure, to forward an extra copy of the Katahdin
Reprint and of the Maine Guide, appropriately marked, which could be placed where it could be
seen by those who frequent your headquarters. We would be glad to do the same with any other
of our literature. This, of course, saves wear and tear, on the Library copy.
As for your comment with respect to the review, I am afraid that, by having asked us to send the
Guide to you on this condition, you have taken on the responsibility to see that these official
copies are not used for review or in any other ways prohibited by the copyright. I recall
Commander Avery's rather strong letter on this point, of which a copy was sent to you. I am sure
that I do not need to identify the matter any more clearly and no doubt the letter found its way to
the Editor of Appalachia, as the matter dealt with Guidebook reviews.
May 30, 1944. F. H. Schoppe, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery,
In reply to your letter to Clinton Boyington, regarding the Appalachian Trail from head of
Nahmakanta lake down.
Wish to state that we have had you in mind and would like to cooperate in any way possible.
At present, Mr. Boyington finds going rather tough in trying to reorganize the McDougall camps,
which have been neglected for a period of years. At first we were of the opinion that by not
advertising the place, it would be possible to get camps and equipment in passable condition
before our opening the place became generally known. However, we find that the place is well
known and fisherman are apparently plentiful this season, so about all Mr. Boyington has had
time to do so far is try to make their visits as comfortable as possible under the circumstances.
The way things are shaping up it is doubtful if we are able to accomplish much more than a small
part of work planned, due to labor conditions and available equipment, this year.
Soon as there is a lull in business we will endeavor to give you a report on conditions of trail
around the lake.
May 30. Draft.
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NOTES FOR PARTICIPANTS ON MAINE TRIP
The schedule is as follows:
Leave Washington (coach) August 23, 1944 at 10:00 A.M.
Arrive Boston (South Station) August 23, 1944, at 7:00 P.M.
Leave Boston (South Station) by The Gull at 9:30 P.M.
Arrive Millinocket at 6:45 P.M. [A.M.] on August 24, 1944.
Breakfast at Great Northern Hotel on August 24
Arrive Potter's Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lake, (Address Millinocket, Maine) in time for lunch
on August 24.
Spend August 25, 26, and 27 at Potter's
(Telephone and telegraph addresses as indicated above)
White House Camps, Pemadumcook Lake, Millinocket, Maine, August 28.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, August 29, 30 and 31.
Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, September 1, 2, and 3.
York's Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine, September 4, 5, 6.
Leave Millinocket at 7:58 P.M. on September 7.
Arrive at Boston at 6:40 A.M. September 8.
Leave Boston at 9:00 A.M.
Arrive Washington at 6:40 P.M., September 8, 1944.
Transportation costs are as follows:
Coach Fare from Washington to Boston, round trip
Fare and Pullman from Boston to Millinocket,
lower berth, round trip
Plus 15% tax
Fare and Pullman from Boston to Millinocket,
upper berth, round trip

20.87
24.90
45.77
6.87

Plus 15% tax

23.40
44.27
6.64

Coach Fare from Washington to Millinocket
round trip
Plus 15% tax

34.12
5.12

52.64

50.91

39.24

Miss Park has made a limited number of reservations. Tickets may be obtained through her.
Breakfast August 24th
Boat transportation to Potter’s

.75
.50
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Potter's Camps, Lunch, August 24, through
lunch August 27 - four days & 1 additional lunch
Pemadumcook White House Camps - 1 day with 3 meals
Nahmakanta Lake Camps Lodging and meals for three days
Boat Transportation
Rainbow Lake Camps Lodging and meals for three days
Boat transportation
York's Twin Pine Camps —
Lodging and meals for three days
Transportation to Millinocket
Chimney Pond Trip
Expense toward Trail work
Purchase of candies and gum

1.00
1.00

2.00
2.00
1.00

Trip Cost
The expense is computed from Millinocket to Millinocket and extends from breakfast on August
25th through dinner on September 7th. The time selected is when the Maine woods are at their
best and when the fly season is presumably over. There will be an opportunity to change into
hiking clothes at Millinocket and clothes and excess baggage can be stored there to be picked up
on return. Packages can be sent to yourself at the following camps where mail deliveries will not
cause any inconvenience:
Potter’s Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lakes, Millinocket, Maine.
Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
For use en route while traveling between camps, it is desirable to carry the least possible load.
The following essentials should be taken:
1. Bathing suit.
2. Toilet articles, changes of clothing, extra pair of socks.
3. Fly dope.
4. Shoe grease.
5. 2 pair work gloves
(As trail work may involve painting, your work clothes should he appropriately selected.)
6. A woolen shirt or substitute for evening wear.
7. Rain garments.
8. Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and appropriate maps. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
and 6 and Katahdin region and Katahdin to East Branch map, with map case.
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Because of the informal nature of this trip, it will be imperative that each person exercise
particular care to avoid becoming lost or creating any situation which would cause difficulty and
added labor. If at any time you are uncertain of your route, go back. Return (carefully marking
your course) to a point where the Trail route is unmistakable. If you cannot work out the
situation, stay put until someone comes; in any event, always go back to an assured route rather
than continue blunderingly ahead and ultimately become lost.
MAINE WORK TRIP
{PATC Bulletin}
The January issue of the PATC Bulletin announced the preliminary plan for the trip in Maine.
This trip takes the traveler to one of the very finest sections of the Maine wilderness - a land of
lake and meandering stream and an occasional mountain.
The schedule has now been formulated. The trip occupies the period from August 23rd to
September 8th. The party will leave Washington by coach for Boston on August 23rd at 10 AM,
taking The Gull from Boston at 9:30 P.M. and arriving at Millinocket on the morning of the 24th.
After some ten miles by automobile on the Katahdin road, the transportation is by boat across
Twin, Pemadumcook and Joe Mary Lakes to the very attractively located Potter's Antlers Camps.
Here the cuisine and scenery combat for the superlative.
Trail work, including Joe Mary Mountain and the outlying camp for the ultra-hardy, will be in
the program. After a one night's stop at Pemadumcook Camps, which resembles a Hudson's Bay
Post, the party moves on to Nahmakanta. This location is outstanding for its isolation and
remoteness. The next stop is the most attractive Rainbow Lake. Here also three days will be
devoted to trail work in this vicinity. The ultimate or the highlight of the trip is reached after
crossing the Penobscot West Branch over the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge with its matchless
view of Katahdin on September 4th. The length of your remaining leave will determine what you
can do at Katahdin. There will be, of course, the climb of the mountain, perhaps an overnight at
Chimney Pond. In addition, there is Double Top and Sentinel. The trip ends officially on the 7th
with the night train from Millinocket arriving at Boston on the morning of the 8th.
The costs are as follows:
Millinocket to Millinocket
Including breakfast on August 24th
through dinner on September 7th
Transportation is as follow:
Fare and lower berth (round trip)
Fare and upper berth (round trip)
Coach Fare (round trip)

$

$52.64
50.92
59.21
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Participants will be expected to afford some assistance to trail maintenance--physical and moral
encouragement. The party is necessarily limited and in war times affords an unusual opportunity
to revisit the Maine wilderness. [Sentence struck out and replaced with hand-written shorthand.]
Reservations will be taken by Marion Park, Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808
Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
NOTES FOR PARTICIPANTS ON MAINE TRIP
[Undated but apparently the final draft.]
The Schedule is as follows:
Leave Washington (coach) August 23, 1944, at 10:00 a.m.
Arrive Boston (South Station) August 23, 1944, at 7:00 p.m.
Leave Boston (North Station) by The Penobscot (Pullman) at 9:45 p.m.
Arrive Millinocket at 6:45 a.m. on August 24, 1944.
Breakfast at Great Northern Hotel on August 24.
Arrive Potter’s Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lake (address Millinocket, Me.) on August 24.
Spend August 25, 26, and 27 at Potter’s. (Telephone and telegraph addresses as indicated above.
Dates include nights at camp.)
Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine, August 28, 29, 30.
Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, August 31, September 1, 2.
York’s Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Me., Sept. 3, 4, 5, 6.
*****
Leave Millinocket at 7:58 p.m., September 7 (Pullman)
Arrive at Boston 6:40 a.m., September 8, 1944.
Leave Boston at 9:00 a.m. (coach), September 8
Arrive at Washington at 6:40 p.m., September 8, 1944.
*****
Transportation costs, as per above schedule, are as follows:
Coach fare from Washington to Boston, round trip
R.R. Fare and Pullman from Boston to Millinocket,
Lower berth, round trip
Plus 15% tax

$20.87
24.90
6.87 $52.64

R.R. Fare and Pullman from Boston to Millinocket,
Upper berth, round trip
Plus 15% tax

23.40
6.64 $50.91
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(Miss Park will write for reservations. Tickets may be obtained through her.)
Coach Fare from Washington to Millinocket, round trip
(if arrangements are made to travel that way)
Plus 15$ tax

34.12
5.12 $39.24

{9/11/44. Letter Shoppe. 4 P.M. Aug. 28th foot of lake.}
TRIP COST
The expense is computed from Millinocket to Millinocket and extends from breakfast on August
25th through dinner on September 7th.
The time selected is when the Maine woods are at their best and when the fly season is
practically over.
There will be opportunity to change into hiking clothes at Millinocket and clothes and excess
baggage can be stored there to be picked up on return.
Packages can be sent to your self at only the following camps where mail deliveries will not
cause any inconvenience. Allow at least ten days in sending packages. Telegrams and mail
delivered at camps. Allow four days for delivery after arrival of letters at Millinocket.
Potter's Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lakes, Millinocket, Maine.
Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
For use, en route, while traveling between camps, it is desirable to carry the least possible load.
The following essentials should be taken:
1. Bathing suit.
2. Toilet articles, changes of clothing, extra socks.
3. Fly dope
4. Shoe grease.
5. 2 pair work gloves.
6. Rain clothing; personal first aid packet, cup, compass, small
packet emergency food; match case; flashlight, extra batteries and bulb.
(As trail work may involve painting, your work clothes should be appropriately selected.) Trail
workers are urged to take goggles and paint gloves.
7. A woolen shirt or substitute for evening wear.
8. Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and appropriate maps. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
and 6 and Katahdin Region and Katahdin to East Branch Maps (Nos. 3 and 4), with map
case. Extra copies of Map No. 4 will be furnished each party.
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Because of the informal nature of this trip, it will be imperative that each person exercise
particular care to avoid becoming lost or creating any situation which would cause difficulty and
added labor. If at any time you are uncertain of your route, go back. Return (carefully marking
your course) to a point where the Trail route is unmistakable. If you cannot work out the
situation, stay put until someone comes; in any event, always go back to an assured route rather
than continue blunderingly ahead and ultimately becoming lost.
The regulations as to smoking set forth in the Guide will be scrupulously adhered to. There is no
smoking while traveling on the Trail. The size of the party and the situation with respect to
accommodations may result in some crowding. Such conditions will be accepted as a matter of
course.
Due to the uncertainty of several factors, only a tentative statement of cost can be made. The
maximum cost from Millinocket to Millinocket will be $83.00. There will be some slight saving,
depending upon the development of certain factors. Reservation in the amount of $20.00 should
be sent by August 1st; balance payable the week before we go. People who wish Miss Park to
obtain tickets should make the payment of the train fare according to the type of
accommodations selected by August 1st.
Cost of Trip
Breakfast at Millinocket, August 24th
Transportation from Millinocket to Woodworth's
Boat transportation to Potter's
Potter's Camps, lunch, August 24th, through lunch August 28th
- 4 days and 1 additional lunch
Nahmakanta Lake Camps Lodging and meals for three days
Rainbow Lake Camps —
Lodging and meals for three days
York's Twin Pine Camps Lodging and meals for four days
Transportation to Millinocket
Dinner - Millinocket, September 7th
Expense toward trail work
Candy and gum

$

.75
1.00
2.50
19.13
16.50
15.00
20.00
5.00
1.00
2.00
.50 $83.38

May 31, 1944. C. Nelson Bean, Thomas Fisher & Co., Washington, D.C., to Myron Avery,
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth Street N.W., Washington,
D.C.
Dear Commander Avery:
In accordance with your letter of March 24, 1944, addressed to the National Union Fire
Insurance Company, we have completed and enclose herewith new Policy No. 584-14-11262,
covering War Damage insurance in the amount of $2,500 on Contents, including books and
publications, at the above address. This policy is written in the name of The Appalachian Trail
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Conference, Inc., and Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc. as Their Respective Interests May
Appear.
{Policy put in M.H.A. Black Leather Folder with A.T. policies.}
June 1, 1944. Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks, Maine, to Myron Avery. [HandwrittenDear Mr. Avery:
Your very nice letter of the 4th just came so I will drop a line or two at once. We have had some
pretty chilly nights, getting a good frost two nights. I do not know what you mean by Moxie
Pond Camps, tho some people call Troutdale Camps by that name. Roland Hoar and wife took a
lease of Troutdale Camps last fall and are operating them now. They have put in new mattresses,
done a lot of work about each camp and have really made a big improvement in the place. Mrs.
Hoar was formerly Helen Marr of Marrs Camps at Indian Pond. She was the cook there for a
number of years and she can really cook. Roland had a party of seven early this year and one of
the party told me the food was the best. Mrs. Hoar told me they planned to serve nothing but the
best of food for that’s what the people want. They have had a few guests since the party of seven
left and more coming tomorrow or early next week. Of course it’s hard for people to get gas and
tires to travel but the Hoars are going to try to make a go of it. At any rate a satisfied guest is the
best advertisement, for they spread the news. Am quite sure that when the flies are gone and the
grass has grown up on the App. Trail Wm. Hoar will get busy clearing out the trail. That is what
I was given to understand. Mr. and Mrs. Folsom are still in Florida and a letter I received a week
ago said they would not be back this summer. Several camp owners have been to their camps for
a day or so but the most of them stay away until the black flies are gone. Gallagher is in N.H.
working on the R.R. I had five cords of wood cut for my camp. This I had sawed and soon I am
wheeling it down from the hill just back of my camp. Had about four cords left in the shed, that
with these five cords will do me for some time. I am sorry I cannot report some good news about
my boy. Navy wrote me his ship was torpedoed between three and four in the morning of July 7,
1943, so of course there is no hope. It hit me pretty hard but I am keeping up as “Jamie” would
want me to do. My younger boy had the same rank as the boy I lost, and he has recently been
transferred to Balboa and made Warrant Officer. There were ten boys went from The Forks and
three of these were killed in action. Have just talked with Roland Hoar and he would like very
much to have you mention in the Supplement you are getting out, that Troutdale Camps are open
under a new management. The name is Roland Hoar. He knows Maine pretty well having lived
at Grand Lake Stream. Will drop you a line in a week or so and then I may have more news.
Many, many thanks for the magazines you so kindly sent. Kindest regards to Miss Park and also
any others that were in the party.
June 2, 1944. Myron Avery to John P. Fox, Secretary, The City Club of New York, Hotel
Russell, 45 Park Avenue, New York 16, New York’
Dear Mr. Fox:
I was very pleased indeed to have your letter of May 16th.
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I was thinking what an odd coincidence it is that brings our trails together again. It must have
been over ten years ago when we talked of The Appalachian Trail and you gave me so many
photographs of the area around Andover and Old Speck. All of these photographs are carefully
labeled and in our Appalachian Trail Conference files. They have been put to very good use.
It is curious that the second occasion should have been Mr. Henson and the "Belle of the West". I
thought that Henson would be interested to know that the War Shipping Administration had
included this vessel in those named for the clippers.
I have read with much interest what you have to say about the Androscoggin River. In addition
to the flood situation, as you may know, two or three years ago the pollution problem was very
serious. The concentration around Lewiston and Auburn was not only damaging to the property
but distinctly injurious to health. Undoubtedly, as you say, Maine is primarily a recreation state.
The day may come when our rivers will get rid of their pollution and the Androscoggin will be a
clear running stream.
I am as interested as you in these post-war plans. My outlook, however, is a rather narrow one. I
am afraid that by years of concentration and activity, I have become interested in only one phase;
that is, a narrow woodland strip where facilities are available for those who seek their recreation
in a rather vigorous and elemental way, walking and camping. This is really the thesis of our
Appalachian Trailway. As it is all a matter of post-war recreational planning, I am intruding
upon you by sending one of our publications which indicates the extent of the literature.
Although my home is in Philippse Manor on the Hudson now and I enjoyed for three years the
attractions of Westchester County, I have very little opportunity to be there these days.
I appreciate very much your writing to me and I trust that after the war we may find an
opportunity to discuss these matters of mutual interest.
June 2, 1944. Heman S. Blackwell, Coburn Gore, Maine, to Appalachian Trail Conference,
808 17th St. N.W., Washington, D.C. [Hand-written]
Dear Sirs:
In answer to your letter, I am not at Reddington Pond Camps now and as far as I know the camps
are not open. You may write A.B. Sargent, Stratton, Maine for more information.
June 2, 1944. Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery.
{Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I am glad to hear from you and if I have neglected to write you for a full year, be assured that my
face is red now. We had quite a busy Summer and Fall and I worked for the G.N.P. Co. a while
in the winter.
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It is good to hear that you may get up here this summer and we will do the very best we can to
take care of your party. You have a box of paint for the trail here you know.
I did not work on the trail last year and have had no chance to do anything about it this year so
far. It is just not possible to get anyone to do this woods work now.
Our grandson is there and we say he is a good boss—I expect him to be a white water man yet.
Our very best wishes to you and we hope you will be able to make the Jo Mary—Katahdin trip.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, P. 0. Box 345, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Helon:
It has been a long time since I have heard anything from you. I haven’t read any stories in the
Portland paper about tracking bobcats, so I suppose things have been going quite as usual. The
Department must be decidedly short-handed.
I have not heard any news from the Trail country since last fall and I thought I would write to ask
if you had any word of any developments. I suppose you get up on the Barren-Chairback area.
Have you been lately in toward the Moxie Bald country over the Trail route? I imagine that is
beginning to grow up badly.
There is one place that is probably completely grown up and that is the very short section in the
lumbered area between Monson and Blanchard. There was a bad turn in there and the bushes hid
it completely.
When you last wrote me, your son had enlisted in the Army. Where is he now?
Our girls did very well indeed in getting the Trail remarked on the Barren-Chairback Range,
They were disappointed not to get in touch with you. I suppose you just had too much to do.
This year, as you may know, the trouble spot that we are going to try to hit is between the Joe
Mary Lakes and Katahdin. You will note from Trailway News that we expect to start in at Joe
Mary Lake at Potter’s on August 24th. We will work north, spending two or three days at each set
of camps. You had better try to find some good reason for getting into the area and joining us at
that time. There are some bad sections around Rainbow Lake and some of the beaver flowages.
I hope you will let me hear from you and it may be that you will have a chance to check over
some of the nearby sections of the Trail and tell us how matters stand.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camp, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
We have sort of missed our correspondence with you this spring. I am afraid that the fault may
have been ours and that there may be some unanswered letter on our part.
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All of the news which is of interest comes from your end. There is nothing down here except a
matter of constantly increasing work and more drive. This is true of all of the people who work
in the Government Departments as well as those who are in military service and stationed in
Washington.
While it is close to 100 degrees down here, I suppose that the last of the snow is just leaving your
section. I am wondering what is happening up in that area. You will remember that you wrote to
us that there would be a new proprietor of the Moxie Pond Camps. We are going to get out a
Supplement to our Guidebook within the next two weeks and if you expect that the camps are
going to be open, I would like to report it.
I suppose there has been no change with respect to the Troutdale Cabins. Also, you wrote that we
might be able to hire the son of the new proprietor to do some clearing on the west aide of Moxie
Bald Mountain so that the route would not be lost.
As you know, the Washington party last summer was on the Barren-Chairback Range. We have
another trouble spot in eastern Maine and we are planning to be between the Joe Mary Lakes and
Katahdin this year. I hope this year that I will get leave to join this trip. It may be a year or two
before we can get back into your section but we are looking forward to it again.
I hope that you will continue to keep me posted as to what goes on in the Moxie Pond area.
To discuss personal matters: you wrote me that you had received word that your son who was in
the Merchant Marine was missing. I hope that you may have had some more favorable word
subsequently.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
I suppose that the end of May finds you back at your Camps again.
We have not heard from you for quite a long time and are wondering how things have been
going. Probably the fault is ours and there has been some letter which we have not answered.
There is not very much to say. It is just the same story of constantly increasing work and
pressure. This applies to the people in the civilian service as well as those in the military forces
who have the misfortune to be stationed here.
I have heard very little news from the Maine woods. I understand the tower on White Cap was
not occupied last year. I was unable to get leave last year to get to Maine. As you may have
noticed from our publication, Appalachian Trailway News, some of the people from Washington
- mainly girls - most of whom you know - were on the Barren-Chairback Range and did some
much needed work there. Our worst spot now is between Joe Mary and Katahdin. It looks as if
we will be close to your country but I am very sorry to say that I do not quite see how we can
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work out getting in there. On account of transportation arrangements, etc., we have to come in to
Millinocket and go out from there, so I am afraid it will be another year at least before we see
you.
Our plan is to go from Joe Mary to Katahdin.
As I had not heard from you last summer, I suppose that you found it impossible to get any work
done on the Trail. I know how short-handed everyone is and how difficult it would have been. I
am hoping that we will have better luck this year and that you will find it possible to get
something done so that this country will not grow up too fast. I suppose that there is very little
travel now in this section.
Incidentally, is your friend Pete still in the country?
I hope that you will let us know what has happened and how things work out for 1944.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to Miss Betty Beal, Wilson House, Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine.
Dear Miss Beal:
These days seem a long way from The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I am afraid that things in the western part of the State are getting into a decidedly bad condition.
Last summer a small work party was able to remedy the lumbering difficulties in the Barren
Chairback Range section. This summer practically the same group are trying to give some
attention to the area which next needs work. This is the section from Joe Mary Lakes to Katahdin.
I am hoping that next summer will put the group back in western Maine. There is a half mile on
Mt. Bigelow which was not cleared and this would make the travel in that section very difficult
indeed. It is in the sag between Little Bigelow and the main mountain.
After your trip with Professor Sawyer on Saddleback, the curtain seems to have closed on that
area. I did not have any word of any travelers on the Saddleback-Sugarloaf area last fall. Fred
Hutchins, who was making some solo trips did not get into the area. I am becoming very much
concerned over the Sugarloaf-Spaulding area. We have warned travelers not to attempt it. I am
afraid when we can get to it it will be a terrible labor to re-open. It is in the stage where
something at this time might preclude totally losing the route.
I am, of course, fully aware of all of the difficulties caused by lack of transportation and the
rearrangement of the college curriculum. There are, however, opportunities which break from
time to time and I wanted to write to you at this time to ask if you can make a particular effort to
try to enlist some interest and at least get someone into the area so that we could know how bad
things are.
I should also be very much interested to know if the lumbermen kept their promise and restored
the Sugarloaf Lean-to to its former condition.
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I did not have the good fortune to get to the Maine woods last year. I am hoping for better luck
this season and that I will be able to go with the work party from Joe Mary to Katahdin. You will
have seen the notice in Appalachian Trailway News.
If you have any word from western Maine area, 1 hope very such you will bear in mind to pass it
on to us.
Copy Mr. Heard
Miss Stephenson
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey, West Carry Pond Camps,
North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
We have missed the chapters in the story of West Carry Pond. Your letters are looked forward to
and have wide circulation among your Washington acquaintances. I am afraid, however, that I
have no ground for complaint. Miss Park tells me that I am the one who has failed to answer the
last letter. I am sorry about this for it has been our loss.
You may not think so, but all of the things that are of interest come from your country. There
isn’t anything down here except more work each day than the preceding day--if that seems
possible. We are looking forward to a respite this year.
As you know, the girls, with one or two men, were in the Barren-Chairback Range last year.
Our next trouble spot is between Joe Mary and Katahdin. The necessity of having to go there
means that we probably will not see West Carry Pond and there will be no baked togue for us
this year. We have about a fifty mile stretch to re-mark and there are bad spots as far as clearing
is concerned. Our arrangements are to go by train to Millinocket the last week in August and go
to Joe Mary lakes, then go out from Katahdin back to Millinocket so it looks as if we will not be
back to West Carry until 1945 - if all goes well, as we hope.
We are planning to get out a Supplement to the Guidebook within the next two or three weeks
and last minute news from the Dead River country would be welcome. I suppose that the Ledge
House is still inoperative.
Probably all of the snow has gone except from the top of the mountain so we suppose you are
back in your Camps.
Since you have not been favoring your Washington correspondents, we suppose you have a good
many chapters already done on the book which is to outclass “We Took to the Woods”. We think
that your story and even your letters would make a better book.
I suppose that Louise must be well along through another school year.
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So, if you will keep the Trail open again this year for us and promise togue for 1945 with a few
letters thrown in during the interval, we will call that our program for 1945.
With best regards from your Washington friends,
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutchins:
Since I have not heard from you for a long time, I sort of feel as if the Bigelow and the Sugarloaf
country had completely closed up. I did not have any word of any travelers there last year.
1 should like to know how the new signs stood up under the winter's storms and whether they are
showing any signs of weathering; if you ever have a chance to ask the fire warden, we would
appreciate knowing what has happened. I suppose that the warden has gone onto the mountain
now.
About the only news I have had from Stratton was the fire which apparently cleaned out most of
the town.
I wish we could get over into western Maine this year--if we are able to get away. However, the
trouble locality seems to be near Katahdin, so, as you will notice from Trailway News, we are
planning to use what time we can get between Joe Mary Lakes and Katahdin. Next year--if there
is any opportunity--should see us working back toward western Maine.
I hope things will develop with you so that you will be able to carry out some of the plans you
had in mind.
I am very much concerned over the uncleared half mile in the sag on Little Bigelow. I had hoped
that the Forest Service or Herbert Blackwell might do something in there last year. Probably by
now it is absolutely impassable. I am wondering if we should not put up a sign at the Ledge
House to the effect that Trail travelers had better go down the road to the round barn and go up
that trail. Perhaps you can find out something as to how bad it is. If you can, we shall certainly
he much obliged.
I hope you will let as hear from you as to what has happened up in your country.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to George Martin, Chief Fire Warden, Caratunk, Maine.
Dear Mr. Martin:
Due to the war situation, I have not been able to get very much news as to what has happened on
The Appalachian Trail area around the Kennebec River, I am writing to you to ask if you will let
us know how matters are.
As you know, in 1942 we put the trail in excellent shape from Middle Carry Pond over Bigelow.
In addition, last year Elwyn Storey recleared from Middle Carry out to the Dead River Road.
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You know that this was a bad slash area, due to the lumbering, and having a good trail in that
section, which is hard to reach, is a good fire control method.
I understand that East Carry Pond Camps were closed last summer and I assume that they will be
this year. Have you heard anything in that connection?
I understand that your patrols go down as far as East Carry. I am very much concerned over the
condition of the Trail between Pierce Pond and East Carry. Some parties were badly bushed in
1942. This was particularly bad in the hardwood growth on Bates Ridge. If I am right in thinking
that your patrolmen go down to East Carry Pond, I would appreciate very much your letting me
know how he finds matters.
As you know, in 1940 and 1941 we had The Appalachian Trail mowed on the west side of
Moxie and the Trail put in good shape. We were not able to keep this up because we could not
find anyone to do this work. In addition, I noticed that the Trail on Pleasant Pond Mountain
needed some work and the bushes were growing in on the west side below the spruce.
I remember talking to you about the possibility of having one of your patrolmen do a little trail
work on the same basis as he was paid by the Forestry Department at times when he was off duty.
Under the circumstances, it would be a great help to us if we could get something done between
Pierce Pond and East Carry.
I know of your interest and your desire to help us, so, since we are in a situation because of the
war that we cannot get anything done, I am writing to ask if you can see your way to make any
arrangements to keep the Trail open and traversable until we can put it in better shape.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
I have your letter of May 30, 1944. I appreciate your writing me to tell me what the situation is at
Nahmakanta. As I had not heard from Mr. Boyington. I had begun to think that perhaps he was
going to delay opening the Camps and might not be in operation this year.
By now you will have received a copy of Miss Park's letter indicating that we will have a party at
Nahmakanta for approximately three days. This will give us a chance to re-mark the Trail.
However, the clearing will be beyond what this party would be able to do. For this reason, it will
be very important to us to make arrangements for having the clearing done before we arrive. I
appreciate the situation with respect to manpower and your difficulty in getting the camps open
and in running order.
While Appalachian Trail travel is very much restricted now, it has meant in times past a fair item
for the camps involved. It is also a medium of publicity in that the camps are indicated in the
guidebooks, maps, and publicized. They become known in this way to a great many people.
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We are glad to know that you had in mind to get in touch and cooperate with the Trail
Conference. Under ordinary circumstances the Trail maintenance would not be much of a
problem, but now we are obliged to call for assistance in keeping the route open. As we are not
asking for a contribution of the labor but are prepared to defray the expense on the basis outlined,
this cooperation does not involve so much of a contribution from the camp owner. Accordingly,
we hope that things can be worked out so that we can be afforded some assistance in the matter.
We are looking forward to our visit to Nahmakanta and hope that you will keep me informed of
developments.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
1 am writing to ask if you can tell me how matters stand on the section of The Appalachian Trail
which you may see by going over to your Camps at Third West Branch Pond.
We were not able to get any work done between Berry's and White Cap last year, so I am afraid
that the section around your Camps may be getting into pretty bad shape. I heard of one person
who missed the turn in the Trail up near the old lumber camps at the brook where your blueblazed trail comes in. I find it hard to understand this, as you put in a post there which ought to
take care of all troubles.
We are getting out a Supplement to our Guidebook within the next two weeks and if you have
any news of the country or anything has happened, I should be very glad to know it.
I was not able to get into the Maine woods last year and this year, if I am lucky enough to get
any leave, I have to go over to Eastern Maine. We have a section there that is a trouble spot, so I
am afraid it will be a year or two, if all goes as we hope, before we will have a chance to get
back into your area again.
1 understand that there was no one on White Cap last year. Probably the trail in the section is in
bad shape.
I will be very much obliged to you if you will let me hear from you.
June 5, 1944. Myron Avery to W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
We have been wondering what has been happening during the winter on the Barren-Chairback
Range; that is, whether there was any lumbering at all or if things were completely closed down.
I had to go to my home in Lubec on an emergency matter in March but I did not have a chance to
find out what was going on in the State.
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This year, as you may have noticed from Trailway News, the Washington crowd is planning to
cover the area between Joe Mary Lake and Katahdin. Now that the Barren-Chairback area is a
little better under control, that is the place that next needs work. We would certainly like to be at
your camps each year but the Trail is too long and there are too many places to work and just not
enough time.
I remember that you did some work for the Seaboard in the way of opening up the Trail.
Since we are not going to get into the area, I am wondering if you will not be in a situation where
you could put in a week's work - if as much as that was needed - in order to make sure the we do
not lose the benefit of last year's work. While there are quite a few logs on Barren, as I remember
from 1941, also the small growth along Long Pond Stream and on the lower half mile was
crowding in, that is not so bad. You might let us know whether you could do this and the rate for
which you bill the Seaboard.
I have also been wondering whether you had any chance to get up on the mountain so as to put
up the signs for the side trails.
It has been pretty close to 100 degrees here for two or three days. I suppose the snow is just
beginning to finally leave the woods up your way.
There is very little to say except that there is the usual story of ever increasing work on the part
of everybody and I am afraid it will be a long time before there is any end to it.
We certainly would like to hear from you and know the news in your area.
With best regards from all of your Washington friends,
June 10, 1944. Myron Avery to Herbert Blackwell, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Blackwell:
You may remember that when we were corresponding last summer, you said that there might be
a chance that you would be able to do some clearing in that half-mile in the sag between Little
Bigelow and the main mountain. I did not get any reports from people on Bigelow last summer
but I am very much worried over this section. I am wondering if we had better not put up some
signs at the Ledge House, telling people to detour at the round barn. I wish very much that we
could get up into this area. I am afraid it will not be for a couple of years, if things go as well as
we hope. I did not get any leave last summer to get into the woods. If I am lucky enough to get
any this summer, we have to go to a section in eastern Maine where there is a bad spot to clear
up.
I remember that we left with you a pair of long-handled pruning shears which would be very
useful in clearing out the sort of growth in this half-mile. I am hoping that you will find an
opportunity to get in here and at least make this section passable.
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I have read about the fire in Stratton in the paper. I have had no other news from the Maine
woods and I shall be very glad to hear from you as to what is going on.
We shall get out a new Supplement to the Guidebook within the next couple of weeks and if
anything has happened in connection with the Trail, we would like to report it.
Do you happen to know whether the lumbermen, when they left the Sugarloaf lean-to which they
were using in 1942, tore down the additions which they had put on?
June 16, 1944. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camps, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
Thank you very much for your very welcome letter of June 1st. I have written to Mr. Hoar. He
comes from not far from where 1 live in Washington County.
I hope that he will be disposed to undertake the work for us. If not, I am afraid that Moxie
Mountain will be in very bad shape.
I think that we will be able to do enough for him in the way of return to make this worth while.
I am not quite sure as to the situation regarding tools. According to our records, there should be
at Troutdale the following:
1 Weeder and 1 Blade
1 Pr. Pruning Shears
1 Pr. Pruning Shears (Mr. Gallagher)
Probably Gallagher’s pruning shears are unavailable.
I have passed your letter around among your friends at Washington and they asked me to tell you
that they hope to be able to see you again in the not too distant future, and with the weather that
is prevailing here, they envy your situation.
June 16, 1944. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
I have your letter of 13 June 1944.
I am indeed sorry to hear of the personal difficulties which you have experienced. I trust that Mrs.
Keister is recovering.
In view of the situation as outlined in your letter, I have made another effort to try to have this
guidebook account completely closed up, despite the changed conditions. I am afraid, however,
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that your time limit of only two weeks, since the expiration date is June 29th, would preclude our
being in a position to obtain the money to make the designated payment. We could no doubt tell
you at that time whether the arrangement would go through but it may be a matter of two or three
weeks subsequent to that before cash would be available.
We appreciate, as you do, the situation and I should like to dispose of the matter, despite the
difficulties under which we now find ourselves. The changes are beginning to materialize and we
shall be obliged to do a good deal in the way of altering pages of the books within the next two
years.
I should like to know whether this date of June 29th is an absolute deadline, so far as you are
concerned.
June 16, 1944. W. H. Myshrall, P. O. Box 42, Millinocket, Maine, to Marion Park. [Handwritten]
Dear Friend—Your letter of May 27 at hand. The old White House Camps are torn down. Very
old and we have better camps on 3rd Debsconeag, but I am sorry, we are all booked up for that
date and unable to accommodate you. Our rates here some higher but it’s a wonderful spot here,
we think.
June 16, 1944. Myron Avery to Roland Hoar, Troutdale Cabins, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hoar:
Mr. Rohr has written me that you have taken over Troutdale Cabins. I am glad to hear this. I
have always thought that the locality was very attractive. Of course, you will probably find
things in a pretty deteriorated condition and it will take some time to get things back into the
condition which you would want. The transportation, of course, makes it a rather difficult time to
be starting a new venture.
Mr. Rohr wrote me that you had been at Grand Lake Stream. I am interested in this, because I
also lived in Washington County at Lubec. I did not, however, get up into the Grand Lake
Stream country very often, as most of my travels were in the central part of the State.
I am wondering if you have found around the Camps any of our Trail clearing equipment, such
as the long-handled pruning shears or the weeders. Mr. Rohr may have told you of our Trail
situation. Because of the burn on the west side of Moxie Mountain, it has been very difficult to
keep this section open. The last work was some two years ago when Mr. Gallagher thoroughly
cleared out the briers and grass so as to make the route traversable. It was pretty much a mowing
job.
Since no work was done last year, I am afraid that it is in very bad shape and perhaps some more
of the dead timber has come down.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

36

Assuming that you have some time available, we had thought that we might be able to make with
you the same arrangement as we had with Mr. Gallagher for reclearing this section of the Trail.
If you do not find the long-handled shears or the type of weeder which is very good on this grass
and raspberry bushes or do not have a bush scythe, we could send in a tool.
Due to the difficult situation and the lack of manpower, we find it difficult at the present time to
keep some of these sections of Trail open. As you know, an area like the western slope of Moxie
Mountain, if not worked over, will soon become near impassable. For this reason, we would like
very much to be able to work out some arrangement with you. I imagine the matter might take a
week of your time. The sooner the work could be done, the better it would be.
We would be in a position to pay you at the rate of $5.00 per day for the work. This would make
a maximum of $30.00 for this section. If you had any time after the western side of Moxie
Mountain, we should like to clear for a mile or two toward Pleasant Pond Mountain where there
is some growth and I am afraid that there is perhaps a beaver flowage on the Trail.
While matters are somewhat slack now, when conditions return to normal, I think you will find
that the Trail will be productive of a fair amount of revenue.
I assume that you will find a copy of our 1942 green-covered Guidebook at the Camp. If you do
not, please advise us so that we can send you a copy. We are issuing a Supplement and are
noting that your Camps are open. The existence of the Trail does mean some advertising for the
Camps along the route and tends to spread word as to their desirability.
If your situation is such that you can help us with the Trail maintenance, I feel that it would be to
our mutual advantage.
My situation is such that I have not been able to be in your area for several years and will not get
there this summer. I hope, if my military assignment remains the same, to have the opportunity
to be in that area in the near future.
June 16, 1944. Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The trail equipment that is here is in good condition and the trail between here and Church Pond
is good—but I will not be able to do the clearing as I have in the past. Help is out of the question
now and some of my own trails are much neglected. Am sorry about this and hope I will be able
to do more another year.
June 18, 1944. Herbert Blackwell, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
In answer to your letter of June 10, another warden and myself cleared and spotted that half mile
section in the sag on Bigelow in good shape in June 19, 1943. There was just one person over the
Bigelow range trail that I know of last year. We have been so busy the last two years that we
have done no work on the Bigelow trail. You asked me about the varnish that was put on some of
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the signs. I don’t see that it helped much, due to the inclemencies of the weather on mountain
tops it will be hard to find any thing that will last more than one year. About the lean-to on
Sugarloaf I could not tell you any thing about that. Have had a very cold summer here so far.
{J.S., Heard}
June 19, 1944. Jean Stephenson to Francis P. Farquhar, 2900 Garber Street, Berkely, Calif.
Dear Mr. Farquhar:
After reading your note in the June Appalachia, several of us were inspired to answer it. I felt
that as Publicity Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club I should be the one to send an
answer, so we rather pooled our replies into one.
I propose to submit the enclosed item to Appalachia. You will no doubt recognize that to a very
considerable extent I am, in doing so, merely the vehicle of Commander Avery’s thoughts and
information; in fact, I must confess that my capacity in connection with this particular article is
more or less editorial.
Commander Avery has no objection to this "pirating" of his material, and says that he must
plead guilty to making some well deserved comment on Appalachia policy, but in view of his
very high regard for you, he wishes to make sure that there is no expression contained in it to
which you would object, before I use it. If there is anything of that character, will you kindly
indicate it, so that appropriate correction can he made.
Of course, I do not know what fate may befall this article. It may not see the light of day in
Appalachia in any form. If not, I will probably use it in APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. I
fear that Mr. Hatch will not be in a position to make any original contribution to the subject, as
he is one of those who has followed on The Appalachian Trail route.
1944. Undated. From Jean Stephenson to Editor, Appalachia. [Apparently a draft.]
SADDLEBACK, A RESPONSE
In the June, 1944 Appalachia (pp.123-4), Francis P. Farquhar solicited an item on two of the
outstanding mountains on The Appalachian Trail in western Maine —— “Saddleback” and
“Bigelow”. That Mr. Farquhar, of New England background and reminiscences, noted author of
the Sierra, and long the editor of the outstanding Sierra Club Bulletin, should attach importance
to hills of western Maine, is a compliment of the highest order. Mr. Farquhar’s note is somewhat
nostalgic; it harks back to the period when this inaccessible region of western Maine was the
Mecca of fishermen, canoeists and sportsmen.
The abandoned, narrow gauge Rangeley Lakes Railroad, the canoe trips on Dead River, the
Megantic Club preserve and the Parmachenne [sic, should be “Parmachenee”] area (which gave
its name to the famous Parmachenne Belle) are all names with which to conjure. In the days of
which Mr. Farquhar writes, Chain of Ponds was a legendary area reached by a winding trail.
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Then there was no lumber mill, with its raucous screeching whistle, at Arnold Pond at the
Boundary. Neither had Kenneth Roberts’ Arundel stimulated the still unanswered inquiry as to
which of the several possible routes Arnold’s men may have followed in their desperate descent
from the Boundary hills to Megantic Lake. Neither was there the cleared swath along the
International Boundary, suggesting a variety of woods travel which even today has not been
utilized or publicized.
Those of us who have labored on The Appalachian Trail in Maine have heard from Maine
Appalachian Trail Club members such as Helen Taylor, who as a boy guided in the Chain of
Ponds area, of the days when Eustis, now almost an abandoned town, was the “jumping off place”
for the wilderness of western Maine. There is, too, a literature of this period, such us the Heber
Guidebooks, with accounts of fabulous trout fishing in Massachusetts Bog, where it is told that
some 600 fish were taken in one day. That a historian, such as Editor Farquhar, should have
manifested his interest in this lore in his note can be well understood.
Mr. Farquhar suggests that the Appalachian Trail has brought a greater familiarity with the area.
With all modesty, those who have explored, developed and marked the Trail route in western
Maine may make just claim for greater recognition for the work of The Appalachian Trail
Conference and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. While previously there were firetowers on
Bigelow, Saddleback and Old Speck, the rest of these areas were trailless.
Editor Farquhar’s comments leave the impression that the literature of this area is non-existent.
A contrary impression readily results from a perusal of the Bibliography contained in the fourth
edition of the 592-page Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine; or possibly the Appalachian
Trail officials have failed to give due publicity. The Bibliography indicates that the literature has
kept pace with the development of the area.
Affording a detailed impression of these mountains, of which Mr. Farquhar writes, is the article
in the Lewiston Journal of April 3 and 10, 1937, by Commander Myron H. Avery, written after
the initial completion of The Appalachian Trail in Maine, under the caption of “Mountains of
Western Maine” (a title inadvertently appropriated for a later item in the
issue of
Appalachia, p.
). A series of articles in “In the Maine Woods”, the classic publication on
recreation in Maine, by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, publicized the allurements of this
section. The 1935 issue dealt particularly with the area west of the Kennebec River.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club publication, The Silver Aisle, is worthy of record in this
connection. The Appalachian Trail Conference slide collection, in addition to the outstanding
300 slides of Katahdin, includes some slides on Mt. Bigelow and some for Saddleback.
The geographical features of the mountain, as set forth in the new U.S.G.S. Bigelow, Stratton,
and Rangeley quadrangles (printed in the Maine Guide) will answer the queries as to topography
which suggested themselves to Mr. Farquhar. These publications and maps have gone forward to
the author of the Sierras, with the view of satisfying the gratifying interest displayed in the hills
of western Maine.
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As Maine mountains go, Mr. Farquhar is entirely correct. These are outstanding areas. Bigelow
is easily the second mountain in Maine, with twin cones over 4,000 feet, the only slightly lower
and equally symmetrical Horns, the rampart-like stretch of Little Bigelow, high-lying mountain
crest Horns Pond, with its eerie setting when fog drifts across the Range, the dome of Cranberry
Peak, Arnold’s Well, and its historic associations.
Editor Farquhar should know that The Appalachian Trail system has made the entire Bigelow
Range traversable. The Appalachian Trail extends from its eastern end to Horns Pond; from
where the Trail turns south down the mountain ridge, the trail system has been continued to the
very western end of the Range by the blue-blazed Mt. Bigelow Trail. In all, Mt. Bigelow
involves an unbroken ridge crest east-west traverse of 17.1 miles. There are 30 miles of marked
or signed trail on the mountain. The twin lean-tos at Horns Pond, as well as the structure at
Bigelow Col, afford base camps.
Bigelow, as does Katahdin, offers much of interest in the way of its Arctic flora. Perhaps,
however, the charm of the Range is the ridge crest forest of spruce and fir; miles of trail with a
moss-covered footway through a pure coniferous stand with the sunlight darting through the
trees, truly create a lasting impression of the cathedral-like forest so typical of Maine. Here
Editor Farquhar would find much contrast to travel in the Sierra country, with its granite peaks,
sparse clumps of magnificent trees and free-flowing, dashing mountain streams.
The Bigelow Range is worthy of a major treatise in Appalachia, in the series of outstanding New
England mountains. Appalachian Trail Conference Chairman Myron H. Avery, editor of Guide
to The Appalachian Trail in Maine and one of the articles on the peaks of western, should
perhaps be drafted to convert his collection of Mt. Bigelow materials and references into a
permanent form.
Saddleback, also, is equally a massive Range. The Appalachian Trail permits an east to west
traverse of its long axis from the abandoned railroad grade at Orbeton Stream to Maine Highway
4. The pattern is similar to Bigelow. There are 16 miles of marked Appalachian Trail on
Saddleback. The one side trail, Mr. Farquhar’s route to Saddleback summit, is the presently-used
fire warden’s trail from the sporting camps at Saddleback Lake, to the north.
Saddleback, too, has its bare twin cones; on the western is the firetower. Perhaps more
outstanding and hitherto unknown, is Saddleback Junior, a dome-shaped peak with Artic flora, at
the eastern end of the Range. Like Bigelow, there are several miles of pure coniferous forest. The
outlook over the expansive Rangeley Lakes country is outstanding. Saddleback has more than
Bigelow in the way of lakes on its slopes. The Appalachian Trail passes two of these. Lean-tos
on Poplar Ridge and Piazza Rock, a unique boulder at the entrance to an extensive series of
boulder caves, afford shelter on the 16-mile section of Appalachian Trail.
The generalized description preceding the Trail data in Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine
will familiarize the reader with the broad outline of these mountain chains.
These mountains became known to the Trail travelers with the westward development of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. Previously, the Appalachian Mountain Club Mahoosuc Trail,
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ending at the summit of Old Speck, was the eastern frontier of trail travel. Then west from
Katahdin, with the impetus of CCC activity and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, the route
crept to eliminate the gap between Katahdin and the White Mountains. The A.M.C. was then
urged to extend its system at least beyond Baldpate but felt that further “trending into Maine”
would carry its activities too far beyond its base. The very recent extension of A.M.C. activities
to Katahdin seems almost a conversion on the order of Paul’s travel down the Damascus Road to
those who had regarded the end of the Mahoosucs as the eastern boundary of the A.M.C. terrain.
The impulse to hail discovery of a new region is seemingly a recurring human trait, incidents of
this character even creep into Appalachia! Witness the approbation and claim of discovery in the
of a short-term visitor from New England who dwelt with much zeal on the area which he
had discovered in the central Appalachians, the only undiscovered aspect of which was his
failure to learn that this region had been the playground of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
and the locale of its frequent excursions for more than a decade. The May,
issue of the
A.M.C. Bulletin prints something to the effect that The Traveler was a “no man’s land” as far as
scientific excursions were concerned. The first detailed account of The Traveler reports the
collection of 2000 species of plants in 1910. Were there less of a tendency to assume the nonexistence of literature of a land one “discovers”, statements of this kind would not be made.
Verily, if there is any purpose to be served by this comment on Mr. Farquhar’s note—apart from
registration of appreciation of the compliment conveyed and the pleasure of satisfying his
nostalgic musings—it is a repetition of the lesson that in the United States there is no
undiscovered, unwritten or unexplored area. The words of Kipling are truly appropriate:
“The jackal was born in August; the rains came in September. ‘Oh what a dreadful storm
as this’ said he “I can never remember!’ “
The Appalachian Trail has only revived and made readily accessible to us what past generations
had known.
JEAN STEPHENSON
Publicity Director, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
June 20, 1944. William Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
When you said there was very necessary work on the part of everybody you hit the nail on the
head. It is impossible to get help of any kind this year. I have had to be Chief, Cook, and
everything else. I have had the most spring fishermen I ever had and no help as Mrs. Dore isn’t
able to get to camp this year. I shall limit my guests to six for the summer. I can look after them
very nicely. I won’t be able to do any work on the trail this year. I haven’t put up the signs on
Barren. Should I go up there I will install them. There hasn’t been any pulp cut this year or last
so the trail remains the same.
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June 20, 1944. For Trailway News
The May 1944 issue of Appalachian Trailway News outlined the purposes to be served by the
Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund. This fund, a matter of voluntary contributions, was intended
to create a memorial trust fund, the income of which would be used for Trail maintenance in
Maine. At the time of the publication of this note, the project was off to an initial start of a $500
balance. This plan has received considerable impetus through the contribution from A.T.C.
Member, W. 0. Wiley, which doubles the amount. Mr. Wiley, who is well known for his support
of trail activities and his gifts for trail construction in the New York-New Jersey, writes as
follows:
No longer able to walk trails, not from physical deficiency but because I am 81 years old,
I take pleasure in contributing to the support of the trails.
His response is certainly most heartening. With an initial amount of $1,000, with the interest of
those who find recreation in the Maine woods, this fund should, in a short while, build up to
substantial proportions to assure the future of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. All of those who
make use of the Trail have an obligation to repay the benefits received. The trail system in the
White Mountains is well subsidized. Those who recognize the importance of perpetuating these
systems will find the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund a very worthwhile medium for this
purpose.
June 21, 1944. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
I have your letter of June 16th and I am glad to know what the situation is.
I had hoped to be able to spend the two or three days that we will have at your Camp working on
Joe Mary Mountain. I had thought if this was not cleared up that we might be in danger of losing
the Trail up there and it would cause a good deal of trouble to put it back. While it is not much
used, it is worth keeping open the route.
Since you will not have any opportunity to do any work from the Mahar Campground down, this
section will probably take all of our time. It may be that you can find a day or two and we can
persuade you to go with us so that we will have some time to spend on Joe Mary and the other
side trails. We would like to put things in as good condition as possible.
We have just learned that the old White House Camps have been abandoned. This cuts out a
stopping place on the route. It makes a long jump from your Camp to Nahmakanta. Coming
down, a person could be put at the bottom of the Lake and walk back and then start at the bottom
of the Lake next day in order to cover the entire route. I suppose that the telephone to
Nahmakanta is next to impossible so that when one is going north, it makes a long jump.
I had just heard of this and we are noting it in the guidebook supplement. It makes quite a change.
If you see any opportunity to get anything done so that we will be able to cover more ground in
August, I am sure you will look after it.
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We are looking forward eagerly to our trip, particularly since it is 100 degrees down here.
June 21, 1944. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
I have previously written in connection with the matter of the one-page Supplement for the
Maine and Southern Guides. I am attaching the manuscript and for ready reference, one of the
1942 and 1943 sheets. We wish to use a different color. I assume that you may have some
difficulty in getting the material on one sheet for the Maine Guide Supplement and it may be
necessary to print two sheets.
Unfortunately, in connection with these publications we do not receive our information until well
into the hiking season and in order to be of any use, the Supplements have to be turned out
promptly. I am asking if you can assist me by having the printing of these Supplements
expedited.
Will you kindly send proofs in duplicate to me. We would like to follow the style of the previous
sheets.
June 23, 1944. Myron Avery to Herbert Blackwell, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Blackwell:
Your letter of June 18, 1944, is most welcome news. We are very glad indeed to know that that
half mile on Little Bigelow has been cleared. Judging from what we found on the other side of
the mountain, it must have been a terrific job.
1 am glad to have your observations on the varnish on the board signs. Apparently it does not
help very much.
I think I told you that I hope to get a couple of weeks leave in the late fall and that we shall be
doing some trail work between Joe Mary Lakes and Katahdin.
We are putting a note in Trailway News and in the Supplement to the Maine Guidebook with
respect to your help in clearing this section.
Ones again, we are certainly glad to know that that half mile area has been cleared out on
Bigelow. I shall hope to be back there within another year or so. In the meantime, if you have
any news from the area, I shall appreciate very much your letting me hear from you.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
June 27, 1944. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Was pleased to have a letter from you and to know that the Japs have not got you. I did not do a
thing done on the trail last summer and it looks about the same this summer. 10 men after every
man that is not in the army not hardly any men left in Greenville, Maine. Only cripples. I will be
glad when the war is over probably you can hire a man or woman then.
June 27, 1944. Myron Avery to William Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
We had a meeting tonight of the people in Washington who are hoping to go to Maine for the
work trip on the Trail as outlined in my earlier letter. I told them of my last letter from you. They
were all sorry to hear of Mrs. Dore’s illness. Miss Park, Miss Stephenson and Mr. Hess
particularly wished to be remembered to Mrs. Dore.
You certainly have a job in doing the cooking and all of the camp work but those who know you
thought you would be just as good at that as you were in guiding and clearing trails and said they
were sorry that they were not going to get to Long Pond in order to test out your qualities as chef.
June 28, 1944. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
I have received your latter of 26 June 1944, advising that the Maine Guidebooks are packed in
heavy pasteboard cartons and they can be shipped as is after they are labeled. If you have any
record which will indicate the number of books in these cartons, it will be of help to us. We
appreciate your waiting to get definite shipping instructions. The matter should be handled the
same as other shipments to the Trail Conference; that is, sent to 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W.
You understand, I believe, the situation. There is no one at the office except in the evenings and
the books would have to be left outside of the door in the hallway. For this reason, sending them
transportation charges collect causes a great deal of difficulty. So we ask if you will assume
these charges on your end, which will avoid this problem. We will promptly reimburse you on
receipt of your invoice covering the charges.
If you could let us know about when the books are to be shipped, we might make some
arrangements which would facilitate matters. At the present time, all I can say is that they would
have to be left in the hallway at 808 Seventeenth Street in front of the Trail Conference door.
There is a back door and a method of getting in from the alley but unless the trucker were
instructed to find the janitor, I am afraid that this would not materialize, but it would be a more
convenient way of handling matters. It might be desirable to instruct your trucker to call Miss
Park at Republic 8300, Branch 192, who could make arrangements to come up and open the back
door. If you think this practical, let us know.
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We will need to care for the insurance situation. Would you ask Mr. Stover if they would
endorse the policy to cover the books in transport and their receipt here until we cancel the
policy by reason of the change. I want to make very sure that they are insured while in transit.
I now anticipate being able to determine definitely the matter of final payment within the next
three or four weeks. I am quite positive that the arrangements will go through.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
June 28, 1944. Myron Avery to Thomas J. Fisher and Company, Inc., Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
According to our records, you have a policy in the amount of $2,500 on guidebooks, literature
and other property insured in the name of The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc., and the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, Inc. We are arranging for a large shipment of books from Strasburg,
Virginia, expected to arrive in Washington within the next week. We should like to have this
policy increased so that there will be available $3,500 additional coverage. This would make a
total of $6,000, with both named as the assured.
We would appreciate your making the necessary arrangements in this connection. It would be
quite satisfactory to us to have the policy attach as of July 1st, even though the books may not be
here for two or three days thereafter.
We assume that you will forward the voucher for the additional premium.
June 30, 1944. Myron Avery to W. R. Hamlin, 60 Fearing Street, Amherst, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Hamlin:
I have your letter of June 27th. I shall be away for several days and, apart from the difficulty of
concentration, I should be hard put to prepare anything which would be sufficiently satisfactory
to me to send to you. However, in the very brief time which I have available, I am going to run
off a resume of the Maine situation which you can regard as basic material and rework it to meet
your editorial needs. Here is what can be said:
"Maine, by virtue of its extensive forested areas, distance from cities, absence of the usual
mountaineering groups, and the war activities, has presented an unusual problem to trail
maintainers. Trail maintenance in Maine is entirely voluntary as contrasted with the availability
of trail crews in other New England states. Many key people are in war service. Other sources of
maintenance are no longer available. Labor shortage has forced camp proprietors, who used to
help maintain the Trail, to devote all of their attention to their operating problems. It is the old
story that trails in times like these tend to become disused and overgrown.
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"For travel under these conditions, the very detailed Guide to The Appalachian Trail In Maine,
obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference, Washington, D.C. ($2.50), is invaluable
because the detailed description will enable the traveler to find his way despite maintenance
deficiencies. The Conference has issued each year a Supplement to the Guide. The 1944
Supplement has just been announced and should be had by any person planning trips to Maine.
The closing and re-opening of certain sporting camps and accommodations make the Supplement
particularly essential. Incidentally, the Maine Guide, by virtue of its format and construction,
would be very interesting reading for those in the service who find time on their hands. The Trail
Conference experience in this connection indicates the value of this publication as a Christmas
remembrance.
“In 1943 there were serious difficulties occasioned by lumbering in the Barren-Chairback area.
These were eliminated by a Maine Appalachian Trail Club work party in 1943. Lumbering has
not been renewed, so difficulties there do not recur.
"The Trail Club is devoting such facilities as are available to the area most urgently requiring
attention. This year, for the last week in August and the first week in September, a party is
scheduled to reclear and repaint a distance of some fifty miles from the Joe Mary Lakes north to
Katahdin. Serious difficulties had been reported in the low lands around Rainbow and
Nahmakanta Lakes.
“One of the most serious losses in Maine is the non-availability of the Bates Outing Club, whose
annual excursions cared for the forty miles in western Maine between Saddleback Mountain and
the Andover-B Hill Road. The drain on the student body and the re-arrangement of the college
curriculum afford no opportunities for trail work. A half-mile on Little Bigelow which could not
be completed by the 1942 Maine Appalachian Trail Club trip was remedied by M.A.T.C.
member Herbert Blackwell.
“There is one section in Maine which has been declared and posted as impassable. This is the
area between Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest peak, and Orbeton Stream. The difficulty
resulted from the dense fall of trees weakened by the hurricane which have come down since the
original hurricane damage was eliminated. This is a short stretch of eight miles which should not
be attempted. It can be easily detoured.
“The Mahoosuc Trail close to the New Hampshire line will of course be maintained to its
customary standard by the Appalachian Mountain Club.
“Full details on the Maine situation appear in the May 1944 issue of Appalachian Trailway News.
In general, as The Appalachian Trail route in Maine was completely re-marked in 1939, the
situation is one where fallen timber and small growth will mean slow progress and interrupt the
traveler's scheduled itinerary. The elimination of some sporting camps has interrupted the almost
perfectly spaced chain and will require one or two days' long travel. This is particularly true from
Daicey Pond to Rainbow and from Nahmakanta to Joe Mary Lakes. On the whole, however,
while the inability to clear the Trail in Maine is regretted, this situation makes its traverse more
of a pioneering aspect. Travelers who venture here should fully appreciate the conditions and be
prepared for the obstacles which may be encountered.
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“At least, the Trail Conference does not expect to receive, with respect to Maine, the somewhat
supercilious complaint of over-maintained trails. It will be interesting to see how many of those
who, in the past, have criticized the too well cleared trails elsewhere, take advantage of the more
primitive condition of the trail In Maine under present conditions."
*****
Incidentally, all of New England is quite the same to a New Englander. My censors do not
permit me to make any comment on a statement coming out of the Metawampe Club to the effect
that the Long Trail Work is more important than maintaining the A.T. in Massachusetts. My
censors, however, say that I am permitted to say that my comments on conditions in Maine,
given above, are in the order of "heaping coals of fire”,
However, you will understand.
With best regards to Mrs. Hamlin and yourself,
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
June 30, 1944. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Yours of June 5th received and very glad to hear from you. I guess I am a very poor
correspondent and I am surely slipping on the trail work. I did not suppose there could be so
many headaches in this Supervisor’s job. I do not get to do any of the things that I want to do for
my own self. I have been over very little of the Trail since I came here and almost none this year.
I was over it from Katahdin Lunch Ground to Big & Little Niagra Falls on the Sourdnahunk and
from Little Wilson Stream west to Beaver Pond and east to Long Pond Stream. I have not been
onto the Barren Chairback or in to Bald Mt. as yet.
I surely did intend to meet Miss Parks and party at Bill Dore's camps last year but something
came up at the last minute and I could not make it. Very sorry I could not make it.
God grant that we get this war won and I get me a crew of younger men with a little ambition,
that can at least take care of themselves if I am gone a day or two. Then maybe I can help out a
little. Up to that time my hands are tied. I will at least try and meet you somewhere around
Rainbow Lake when you make your trip in August.
Bill (my son) is in the Navy. Enlisted a year ago last Jan. and is now stationed at San Diego, Cal.
Expect he will be with the Pacific Fleet soon. He is only 18 years old, six feet three, one hundred
eighty six pounds, has been at the following stations, Receiving Station Boston, Quonset R.I.,
Memphis. Tenn, Percell, Okla., Jacksonville, Fla,, North Island, San Diego, Cal. and is now at
Camp Kearney, San Diego Calif. His Address is, Wm. H. Taylor A.0.M.2/C V.D.5 % Fleet P. O.,
San Francisco, Calif.
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We are sure enough short handed and there is a lot to do. Market Hunting is flourishing now with
meat rationed and hard to get. We can not hire a good man. We only pay $4 per day and a good
man can get $10. or $12. per day in the lumber camps.
Looking forward to seeing you the latter part of August.
July 1, 1944.

NOTE TO PURCHASERS
OF THE FOURTH EDITION OF
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE

This sheet supplements the yellow (1942) and the blue (1943) sheets, which are transmitted with
the fourth edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. This sheet, which is
sent to all purchasers of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, whose address
is recorded with the Conference notes further developments along the Trail route occasioned by
the war situation.
This sheet reflects 1944 conditions and supersedes the 1943 and 1942 sheets.
KATAHDIN
Travel in the Katahdin area is very much restricted; 276 persons registered at The Appalachian
Trail Conference cylinder on the summit of Katahdin in 1943 and 234 in 1942. There will be the
usual caretaker (Fred Pitman) at Katahdin Stream. There will also be a State employee (Lionel
La Fond) during 1944 at Chimney Pond. The State expects little use of the Katahdin area during
the war.
Ex-Governor Percival P. Baxter, at the 1944 Special Session of the Maine Legislature donated an
additional 24,702 acres to the Baxter State Park, making a total of 70,898 acres now in State
ownership.
TRAIL CONDITIONS
Obtain from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C., the May 1944 issue of Appalachian Trailway News for a detailed resume of trail conditions
in Maine.
The Interference caused by lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range was repaired by a Maine
Appalachian Trail Club work crew in 1943. There was no lumbering by the Seaboard Company
in this region in either 1943 or 1944. The Trail route diverges somewhat from the Guidebook
description in that it now temporarily passes below the high point on Third Mountain
(Monument Peak).
A Maine work trip is scheduled for the last week in August and the first week in September to
reclear and re-mark the trail from the Joe Mary lakes north to Katahdin. Difficulties have been
reported, due to growth and beaver flowages in the area around Rainbow Lake. Travel here is
difficult.
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As indicated in Appalachian Trailway News. Trail maintenance in western Maine has been
deferred. The section between Sugarloaf Mtn. and Orbeton Stream has been declared impassable,
due to hurricane damage, and detour signs posted.
Travelers in Maine may expect to find difficulties due to small growth and bushes and should be
adequately prepared for the conditions which may be experienced.
It is expected that the fire-killed area on the west slope of Moxie Bald will be mowed in 1944.
The Trail from East Carry Pond to the Ledge House, past West Carry Pond, was put in excellent
condition in 1942 and 1943 and will be renewed in 1944.
Travelers are particularly warned as to the uncleared half-mile in the sag between Little Bigelow
and East Peak of Mt. Bigelow; this section on Little Bigelow may be detoured by following the
dirt road at the base of the mountain north from the Ledge House to the old fire warden's trail at
the Round Barn on Me. Highway 16.
ACCOMMODATIONS
Two camps of key importance on The Appalachian Trail route have been re-opened. These are:
Nahmakanta Camps (Manager, Clinton Boyington, Millinocket, Me.) and Troutdale Cabins,
Moxie Pond (Proprietor, Roland Hoar, P.0. The Forks, Me.).
Togue Pond Camps: These camps are open only for parties who bring their own food and are
prepared to do their own cooking; no meals are served.
Rainbow Lake Camps: Mr. Clifford is not operating, during 1944, his main camps on Rainbow
Lake; occasionally parties with guides may be found at this camp but it is not to be regarded as
open. Clifford's camps at Rainbow Lake Dam, 3-1/2 miles farther south on the A.T., are in
operation. From Daicey Pond to Rainbow Lake Dam (16 m.) is a long trip and the trail
conditions around Rainbow Lake increase its difficulties. Care should be exercised in making
this traverse.
White House Camps: The White House Camps have been abandoned. The trip from Nahmakanta
to Potter's (18 m.) is a long journey. It is suggested for southbound travelers, that they stay two
days at Nahmakanta; on the first day parties can be taken to the south end of the Lake and walk
back to Nahmakanta, on the second day they can continue from the foot of the Lake to Potter's.
Northbound travelers should attempt to make arrangements from Potter's by telephone to be met
by boat at the foot of Nahmakanta Lake. The blue-blazed side trail to Pemadumcook Lake from
Mahar Campground will be abandoned.
Four Ponds Camp Association: The Proprietor of Four Ponds Camp Association is Roscoe V.
Robinson, c/o Taylor's Bus, Houghton, Maine. The use of the camps ($5.00 per day per person;
no meals available) can be arranged for locally by going to the Beaver Pond Camp, about 2 m.
south from the crossing of Me. Highway 17, in the event that advance arrangements have not
been made by correspondence.
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The following camps, as reported in the 1942 and 1943 Supplements, still remain closed:
The Hermitage: The Hermitage Camps are closed for 1944.
Carry Pond Camps. Closed during 1944.
Ledge House, Mt. Bigelow. The Ledge House is not open.
Redington Pond. Camps are closed for 1944.
The sporting camp rates have been materially increased. Consult camp proprietors for particular
rate. Generally rates are now from $5.00 to $5.50 per day.
FIRETOWERS
Only the Moxie Bald and Mt. Bigelow firetowers will be regularly manned in 1944. White Cap,
Pleasant Pond, Saddleback and Old Speck will not be manned unless weather conditions
necessitate.
*****
Pages 21, 293, 323, 328. There are no public accommodations in Andover at the present time.
Public transportation in Andover can be arranged for through Roger Mills.
Pages 273-293 and 325-345. The 40-mile section between Saddleback and Andover-B Hill Road,
maintained by the Bates College Outing Club, will not receive maintenance during 1944. The
situation with respect to the nonavailability of the college students, together with transportation
restrictions, has precluded the Bates College Outing Club from making its annual maintenance
trip. These sections have been worked over thoroughly each year and no difficulty should be
experienced in traversing then except for the annual growth of grass and raspberry bushes.
*****
Appalachian Trail travelers in Western Maine will be interested to know of the bus service to the
Trail from the railroad at Rumford. This affords access to the Trail at Me. Highway 17. Schedule
may be obtained from Taylor’s Bus Service, Rumford, Maine.
*****
Correspondence with the Editor of this Guidebook should be addressed to Commander Myron H.
Avery, Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 Seventeenth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
July 1, 1944.

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB*
WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND

Amount

Series

Number

Date

$500

F

D 446010 F

March, 1944
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$500

G

D 1,390,837 G

June, 1944

*Bonds payable to Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc. and retained in Box 41 (M. H. Avery),
Bar Harbor Banking and Trust Company, Lubec, Maine.
July 3, 1944. Margaret K. Seikel, 15 Leighton Road, Wellesley 81. Mass., to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I am planning to tramp in Maine this summer and wondered if any further supplement to the
Guide had been published beyond that dated July 1943.
I should be very interested in obtaining data and first hand information on the Trail from Dead
River Village over the Bigelow Range and on to Saddleback. The last notes in the Guide sound
rather discouraging in this region. I am also planning to spend some time at Katahdin but assume
that this section is most frequented and hence in better condition.
Thank you for any information you find time to send.
July 7, 1944. R. C. Shelse, Chief Clerk, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C., to
Myron Avery.
My dear Commander Avery:
In response to your letter of June 23, the available maps have been sent to the addresses indicated.
These are being charged against the Appalachian Trail Conference quota.
The Abington, Va. topographic map is out of stock and it is not possible to predict when it will
be reprinted. I find that two copies of the Wayah Bald map were sent to Mr. E. H. Walker in
error. Only one of these of course will be charged against the quota.
July 7,1944. Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Because of your interest in Maine through the location of your summer camp, I assume that you
are familiar with The Appalachian Trail project. We feel that the section of the Trail in Maine
constitutes one of the outstanding recreational assets of the State. Probably you have known of
the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. That portion of this GUIDE
covering the Katahdin region has attracted considerable attention and, in order to provide a
convenient booklet for that area, has been reprinted as the KATAHDIN GUIDE.
In order that your Camp literature may contain some reference to these publications, I am
enclosing a leaflet on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. A copy of the publication generally
descriptive of the Appalachian Trail has gone forward to you under separate cover.
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We feel that when conditions return to normal The Appalachian Trail may well fit into your
summer camp project and we wish to be sure that you have full information as to its possibilities
in Maine. If there is any further information we [you?] desire, I will be glad to hear from you.
July 10, 1944. Roland M. Hoar, Troutdale Camps, The Forks, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Your letter received in regard to the clearing of the Appalachian Trail and the Trail clearing
equipment.
I have been unable to find the weeders but the long-handled pruning shears are at Mr. Rohr’s
camp and I will be very glad to clear the Trail. Will go to work on it next week. There is a bush
scythe here and with the pruning shears and an ax will have all the tools necessary for the job.
We have had a fairly good season so far under the present conditions but realize it will take time
to build up a business. As soon as transportation improves and the war is ended, and with this
place in condition again, we feel that once again this will be an ideal spot for fishing, vacationing
and hunting. Have done considerable work on the cabins but there is much to do yet as they were
in very bad condition.
I was born and brought up in Grand Lake Stream, Washington County, and am well acquainted
with the section from Calais up through Topsfield to Codyville but never was around Lubec and
Eastport way often enough to really know much about that part.
Would you please send a copy of your 1942 guidebook.
Enclosed are a few cards that we had made this year for advertising. Should anyone plan on
coming over the Trail we would be glad to accommodate them in any way.
July 11, 1944. C. Nelson Bean, Thomas J. Fisher & Company, Washington, D.C., to Myron
Avery
My dear Commdr. Avery:
In accordance with your letter of June 28, 1944, we are enclosing an Endorsement on your Policy
#578335 of the Old Colony Insurance Company increasing the amount of coverage by $3,400,
making the total coverage $6,000.
This Endorsement is effective July 1, 1944, which is attached, to the expiration of you Policy,
namely May 15, 1945, and results in an additional premium of $15.98.
Appreciating the continued opportunity of being of service,
{Endorsement attached to Policy in Black Notebook.}

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

52

July 13, 1944. Ernest Otte, 535 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N.Y., to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
On my return from Maine I received your leaflet of July 1st.
Your description of trail conditions, in the Carry Pond section, is correct. The trail is marked
very clearly but is over-run with grass especially between East Carry Pond and West Carry Pond.
The lean-to on East Carry Pond is in excellent condition.
Carry Pond Camps, on East Carry Pond, are open under the management of Floyd E. Hunnewell.
The Camp was closed last year.
July 13, 1944. Myron Avery to Miss Margaret Siekel, 15 Leighton Road, Wellesley 81,
Massachusetts.
Dear Miss Siekel:
I have your letter of 3 July 1944.
There is enclosed herewith the 1944 Supplement to the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I assume that you are a purchaser of the Guide and as the Supplement is now being mailed, you
should receive the Supplement in due course.
I should like to bring to your attention the possibility of keeping posted as to Trail conditions and
Trail developments through the medium of the machinery which The Appalachian Trail
Conference has established. You will find, for Instance, that the May 1944 issue of Appalachian
Trailway News contains a detailed summary of conditions in Maine and particularly warns
against the section between Saddleback and Orbeton Stream. The subscription is only $1.00 and
I am sure that you will agree that those who make use of the Trail will find in this subscription a
medium of making some return to the project. It also avoids calling upon individual workers in
these busy days for the labor of writing and addressing individual letters.
I assume that someone suggested that you write me personally rather than resorting to the
medium of the publications which the Trail Conference issues to eliminate the labor of very
considerable individual correspondence.
As a courtesy to you, there is sent you under separate cover the May issue of Appalachian
Trrailway News to which I have referred.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
July 13, 1944. Marion Park to James A. Cruikshank, 2308 Lyon Avenue, Bronx New York
61, New York.
Dear Mr. Cruikshank:
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I have been delayed by the rush of work in Washington in replying sooner to your letter of July
3rd. I am afraid that the notice of the Maine work trip inadequately described the situation. I am
enclosing a copy of the announcement which we have issued for the information of interested
people.
Apparently our policies had led you to think that this was a trip based on Mt. Katahdin. To the
contrary, it is a walking trip through the woods, stopping for three or four days at several
sporting camps en route. The nearest camp to Katahdin is York’s Twin Pine Camps. This is
seven miles from the mountain. If weather conditions are favorable, we of course hope to climb
Katahdin.
From what you have written, a walking trip of this sort is not what you contemplated.
In view of your interest in The Appalachian Trail, we should like to help you plan the trip in any
way possible. Are you tied down to a definite time limit? It would seem to us that what you have
in mind would be very well met by going to York’s Twin Pine Camps. You could arrange for a
guide to go to the top of the mountain with Mrs. Cruikshank, if she chose to make the long
fourteen mile trip. Our party is to leave York’s Twin Pine Camps on September 7th. Since our
presence will considerably crowd the establishment, I think you would find it much more
satisfactory to write for reservations at a time when we were not planning to be there. Early
September, with the cool days and the absence of black flies, is a very delightful time in the
Maine woods. It might work out extremely well if you were to come in the morning after the day
we leave. We would, of course, like to have the pleasure of being at Katahdin while you were
there, but from the viewpoint of your own convenience and since you have stressed the matter of
food and comfortable arrangements, we know that you will be such more satisfied to make this
trip at a time when there was less confusion.
I hope that these suggestions which I am making will prove to be of some help to you. You
would write to Earl W. York, Jr., York's Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine. Mr. York would
furnish the necessary transportation from Millinocket to his Camps.
I have spoken to Commander Avery, of The Appalachian Trail Conference, about your letter,
and he feels, from what I have told him of your letter, that this would be the arrangement which
would be most satisfactory to you.
I told Commander Avery what you had said with respect to Trail work in northwest Connecticut.
He says that he was in Connecticut two weeks ago and Mr. Anderson had just returned from a
very difficult trip on Bear Mountain. Apparently Mr. Anderson had not received your letter at
that time with your very generous offer to be of assistance in meeting the expense of re-opening
the route. As your letter may have miscarried, we are writing to Mr. Anderson to bring this
matter to his attention. You will no doubt hear from him in the very near future.
If the man to whom you refer is available for this work, it would certainly be a very decided
boon to The Appalachian Trail. Conference.
Copy to Mr. Anderson:
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Dear Ned:
I am enclosing a letter which has come in from Mr. Cruikshank and our reply. If he wrote to you
offering to have this labor done, it might be an almost unbelievable solution of the problem. I
take it that Cruikshank meant that he would arrange to hire the fellow and look after all of the
details. In any event, if the proposal has reached you, I am sure that you have gone ahead and
acted on it. When you have an opportunity, you might let me know about it. M.H.A.
July 14, 1944. Myron Avery to Roland M. Hoar, Troutdale Camps, The Forks P.O., Maine.
Dear Mr. Hoar:
I have your letter of July 10, 1944, and I am very glad to hear from you.
In view of our situation, it is particularly satisfactory to know that you are in a position to do
work on the Trail. I am glad to know that the pruning shears are available. Since you have the
bush scythe, you will probably not need the weeders. These are rather scarce these days but we
may have an opportunity to send in an extra one. It does quite well in getting out the raspberry
bushes and grass and is much easier to handle than the scythe. If you will let us know when you
have been able to finish the work, we will forward a check in keeping with our prior letter.
We will send forward to you a copy of the 1942 Guidebook. The Trail Conference issues a
publication three times a year which gives a general resume of the Trail conditions. We have
added your name to the mailing list and will send to you back issues for the past two or three
years, together with other literature.
We have also sent one or two extra copies of the map which covers your area, in the event that
you wish to put any of them up. I imagine that the Tivvy Tavern is completely out of use at the
present time.
I am interested to know that, despite the difficulties which you are encountering, you have found
things fairly satisfactory. You have a very delightful location and one which will be fairly
accessible. When you are able to get the premises back the way that you want them, I think you
can look forward to successful seasons.
Of course none of us can tell where we will be another year but if we have the opportunity to go
to the Maine woods, we shall expect to see you another year. If not, it. will be at the first
opportunity.
If you find there is any of our literature or anything else which would be of assistance to you, we
shall be very glad to send it on.
We shall put your post cards on the Bulletin Board at the Trail Conference headquarters.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
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Please send the set of Trailway News and put his name on the mailing list. M.H.A.
July 14, 1944. Myron Avery to Joseph Rohr, Moxdale Camps, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
Mr. Hoar has probably told you that he has written to us to the affect that he will be able to do
some work on the Trail. I thought, however, I would pass this on to you. It is particularly
satisfactory to us because I am afraid things would be in very bad shape in another year.
There is very little to say here. We have had our first rain after some twenty-four days and it has
been decidedly hot. As things now stand, we expect to be on the Trail between Joe Mary and
Katahdin the last week of August and the first week of September. I am hoping that another year
will see us at Moxie Pond.
July 15, 1944. CORRECTION FOR MAINE GUIDE
1-20, 26; 6-82; 7-58; 9-3. Carry Pond Camps, Proprietor Floyd E. Hunnewell.
July 17, 1944. Mrs. Robin R. Dow, Robin’s Nest, R.F.D. 3, Auburn, Maine, to Myron Avery,
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery—
I received my new green leaflet and remembered I [had] forgotten to notify you of my change of
address—it was formerly 48 Hampshire St.
Also—my husband, myself and another couple climbed Baldpate Mt. from the Frye brook side to
the summit and signed register on June 28th—the trail is in passable condition, there are a few
blow-downs but the trail is easily followed and the blow-downs may be detoured around. The
weather there was definitely hot and buggy.
{Copy to Attwood, Sawyer, Heard, Stephenson}
July 20, 1944. Myron Avery to Roland Hoar, Troutdale Camps, The Forks P.O., Maine.
Dear Mr. Hoar:
As I indicated in my last latter, it is our hope that some of the Trail Conference people will see
you in 1945.
We were recently checking over our equipment for Trail work and we were sending some paint
for use on this year's trip. We thought, as we were making transportation arrangements, that, if it
would not cause any inconvenience to you, we would like to send in at this time a box of paint
which we would count on using on the Trail in 1945. I assume that your transportation situation
is such that the paint could be brought in and kept without any inconvenience. These days, due to
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the shortage of tin, we are obliged to send the paint in glass jars. It is properly marked and should
arrive without any difficulty. If, however, there should be any breakage, I wish you would let us
know so that we can take the matter up with the railroad.
While we are sending the paint prepaid, if there should be any charges in this connection, please
let us know, so that we can defray the expenses. We would like to know of the safe arrival of the
paint and we are enclosing a self-addressed postal card which we would appreciate your sending
us in this connection.
All we hope now is that we will have a chance to, make use of this in Troutdale in 1945.
July 20, 1944. Myron Avery to Ernest Otte, 535 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, New York.
Dear Mr. Otte:
I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in writing me as to conditions in the Carry Pond
region.
We circularized all the camps and as we had no reply, we assumed East Carry Pond Camp was
closed again. We shall correct the error in the next Trailway News.
It is hard for us these days to cover all the State and I hope you will continue to keep us informed
of matters which come to your attention.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
July 20, 1944. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, KokadJo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
I was glad indeed to hear from you.
With the desk job which I have at the Navy Department, unless I can get away from Washington
I am afraid the Japs will not have much chance of getting at me. Perhaps the Germans may be
able to loose a few robot bombs in our direction.
Last week we were checking over our Trail equipment and sending some paint which we hope to
use this summer. If all goes well we hope to be in your neighborhood next year. Since we were
sending out paint, it would be a convenience to mail out now a box which we would want to use
in 1945. So I have sent it forward at this time. Due to the scarcity of tin cans, paint has to be sent
in glass jars. It is carefully marked and should come through all right. However, if there is any
breakage, I wish that you would let us know so that we could take it up with the railroad.
The paint has been sent forward with the transportation charges prepaid but if there should be
any expense, I wish you would let us know.
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I certainly wish that things would work out so that we could get over your way. However, we
shall count on another [year?] seeing you then. If anything happens up your way, as far as the
Trail is concerned, I hope that you will let us know.
I appreciate what you say about the scarcity of labor and if there should be any chance to do any
trail work, if you will have it done and send us the bill, we will make arrangements for sending
you the check immediately.
With best regards from all of your Washington friends.
July 20, 1944. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
In connection with our trail work, we find that it will be necessary to send in some paint. All we
have available is in glass jars. It is well labeled and I hope that it will stand the journey. The
package is heavy and to cut down on the expense and difficulty of transportation, we are sending
in enough to last for several years.
I only hope that it will not cause too much trouble in getting it into the Camps. We may also
have to send in a package in connection with our Trail tools.
If there is any expense connected with it, you will of course let us know so that we can see that
the charges are cared for. In the event that there is any breakage or damage, I wish you would let
us know so that we can take the matter up with the railroad.
We are enclosing a self-addressed postal card which we would appreciate your sending to us to
let us know of the safe arrival of the packages.
July 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Fred:
In connection with our Trail work, we find that it will be necessary to send in some paint. All we
have available is in glass jars. It is well labeled and I hope that it will stand the journey. The
package is heavy and to cut down on the expense and difficulty of transportation, we are sending
in enough to last for several years.
1 only hope that it will not cause too such trouble in getting it into the Camps. We may also have
to send in a package in connection with our Trail tools.
If there is any expense connected with it, you will of course let us know so that we can see that
the charges are cared for. In the event that there is any breakage or damage, I wish you would let
us know so that we can take the matter up with the railroad.
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We are enclosing a self-addressed postal card which we would appreciate your sending to us to
let us know of the safe arrival of the packages.
July 20, 1944. Myron Avery to Earl W. York, Jr., Twln Pine Camps, Daicey Pond,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
In connection with our Trail work, we find that it will be necessary to send in some paint. All we
have available is in glass jars. It is well labeled and I hope that it will stand the journey. The
package is heavy and to cut down on the expense and difficulty of transportation, we are sending
in enough to last for several years,
I only hope that it will not cause too much trouble in getting it into the Camps. We may also
have to send in a package in connection with our Trail tools.
If there is any expense connected with it, you will of course let me know so that we can see that
the charges are cared for. In the event that there is any breakage or damage, I wish you would let
us know so that we can take the matter up with the railroad.
We are enclosing a self-addressed postal card which we would appreciate your sending to us to
let us know of the safe arrival of the packages.
July 26, 1944. Bessie H. Steele, Carry Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery:
The 1944 sheet reached us safely and I thank you.
I am happy to tell you that the Camp is open this year and hope that it will continue.
Last year with the shortage of help, gas, etc. I was not able to stay for which I was sorry.
The trail around here is in good shape and to Pierce Pond (as reported by a young man Mr.
Cleaver of Skowhegan).
July 27, 1944. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
1 refer to our previous correspondence in connection with liquidating the balance on the Maine
Guide. The matter was held in abeyance until I could make the necessary trip to see if
arrangements could be worked out. I am glad to say that, in spite of the changed conditions, we
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have been able to make arrangements so that we are in a position to liquidate the account. You
wrote me on June 13, 1944, of your willingness to accept $1,050.00 in full settlement.
I wish you would check the situation with your bookkeeper to find out the payments which have
been made since that time which would reduce this figure. According to Miss Park’s records,
there was a payment of $36.75 which would leave the amount $1,013.25.
Accordingly, as soon as we can have word from you, we will be in a position to send you the
check covering the final balance. In this connection, we will need to have a receipt in full for the
payment. I enclose what I had in mind and shall appreciate your advising if this is satisfactory to
you to execute.
P.S. This excludes from consideration the matter of the Supplement to the Maine Guidebook,
which is being cared for separately. Payment will be made to you at once in this connection.
M.H.A.
{3 copies receipt sent Shenandoah}
August 1, 1944. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Ray:
I rather expect to be in New England some time within the next month and I thought, if possible,
I would run down to Augusta to impose on your time for an hour or so in order to get familiar
with what is going on in the woods.
We have about fifteen people lined up to work on The Appalachian Trail from Joe Mary to
Katahdin. The Trail at Katahdin Stream is flowed out by beavers. Dyer trapped out some of these
when he was there but apparently the problem will grow worse unless Pitman tries to do
something in the way of getting out the beavers. Would you, in your capacity as one of the Park
authorities, have any opportunity to inquire into this problem? Flooding out the Trail between the
Katahdin Stream Campground and Daicey Pond is quite a problem for us.
I thought I would like to ask if you expect, as far as you now know, to be away from Augusta for
any extended time for the next three weeks. If so, I would, of course, try to arrange my plans to
avoid that. I had to go to Lubec two weeks ago on an emergency matter. I found that conditions
in the State, like those here, were extremely dry and I am just wondering as to the possibility of
any ban against travel, if conditions continue as they now are. Our trip is scheduled to go in from
Millinocket on the 23rd of August and travel north to Katahdin from Joe Mary Lakes. We come
out at September 7th. We are, of course, staying at sporting camps all of the time and do not light
fires. One of our fixed rules is no smoking while on the Trail.
If you could let me know your present plans as far as you now see them, it would help me in
making arrangements.
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August 7, 1944. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of August 1.
George Stobie has been out of his office so I have not had an opportunity to take up with him the
matter of beaver control at Katahdin Stream. I will, however, upon his return.
As far as I know, I do not plan to be away from the office more than a day or two at a time for
the next several weeks. It will be convenient for me and I hope to see you on your way through
Augusta, just before or just after you make your Katahdin trip.
August 14, 1944. Myron Avery to The Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sir:
I have noted in the Portland Sunday Telegram recently a report Of the Committee appointed by
the 90th legislature to investigate the matter of Maine’s recreational facilities.
I should like to inquire how I might obtain two copies of this report.
As The Appalachian Trail across Maine is a recreational asset of the State, I should like to know
the composition of the Committee and to have a copy of its report, by reason of the similarity of
the activities.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
August 14, 1944. Myron Avery to The Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sir:
Will you kindly advise me as to the procedure for obtaining a certified copy of the articles of
incorporation of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., of which I am an officer. We seem to
have misplaced the original.
This is a non-profit corporation. Can you advise me whether under the Maine laws it is necessary
to file reports for such corporations or take any other steps to continue its existence.
I shall appreciate your referring this letter to the proper department if it does not come within
your cognizance.
August 14, 1944. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, 8trasburg,
Virginia. {See correspondence in Part 51 Maine Files re Guidebook Account.}
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Dear Mr. Keister:
This will serve to acknowledge receipt of your letter to me under date of 8 August 1944.
Miss Park has shown to me your letter of 8 August 1944.
Frankly, and speaking very bluntly, I am totally bewildered by the suggestion in the third
paragraph of your letter of August 8th. I wish you would consult your lawyer, as I think it would
make for progress. I fail to see the materiality of any of the comment as to the nature of the
transaction.
All that we have asked for is a receipt in full and a document which will show that the
Shenandoah Publishing Company no longer has any claim in connection with the publication of
this Guide. Since the obligation is settled by a third party, it is quite customary to ask for an
assignment of the Shenandoah Publishing House rights. I was so positive of your cooperation, in
view of what I thought was very unusual activity on our part in raising the funds to liquidate this
account when we were under no obligation to do so. I fail to appreciate why, although I have no
reason for not indicating, you would even be interested in knowing the party to whom the
assignment would run or the nature of our financing which enabled us to liquidate this claim. A
blank assignment is no more than a check payable to bearer.
I fail to conceive how you require any protection against any possible misunderstanding.
To repeat, all we want, for the protection of the financing of the liquidating of this installment, is
a receipt in full and a document which evidences an assignment over of any claim. If my simple
informal notation will not do, I would ask that you take steps to have prepared something which
will meet your requirements in this connection. It is simply a matter of furnishing to the party
who has financed this liquidation evidence that he has stepped into the shoes of the Shenandoah
Publishing House, as far as any obligation which might be asserted is concerned; it simply
supplements the receipt.
I am sorry indeed to have to write in this fashion, as, making all allowances for any over-caution,
I would have thought that our facilitating your financial situation might have brought a more
cooperative response, in view of the fact that we did not even insist on your executing the receipt
prior to forwarding the check to you.
Copy to Miss Park
August 14, 1944. Roland M. Hoar, Troutdale Camps, The Forks P.O., Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Your letter received in regard to paint for the Appalachian Trail use next year.
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A few days ago I received an insured parcel post package from Snyder & Co., East Falls Church,
Va. containing four one quart cans of varnish. I am wondering if this is your correct order as you
stated in your letter it would be paint in glass jars.
Concerning the clearing of the Appalachian Trail I have cleared it from here to Bald Mt. tower
and toward Pleasant Pond Mt. past the beaver bog on the Trail.
Received the Appalachian Trailway News and thank you very much.
{Copy Heard, Stephenson, Sawyer, Helon Taylor}
August 17, 1944. Myron Avery to Roland M. Hoar, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hoar:
I have received your letter of August 14th and I appreciate your writing me.
The situation as to the packages is that the one you received from Mr. Snyder by parcel post is
some extra black paint. There was a delay in getting the express package with the white paint in
glass jars sent off. It was not sent until August 10th. Perhaps this has now arrived. Because the
jars were glass, we were afraid that there would be some breakage and will be glad to learn of its
arrival.
I am indeed pleased that you were able to do the trail work. Without any work last year with the
down logs, bushes and heavy grass, it must have been a very tough job. I am glad too that you
were able to get beyond the beaver bog toward Pleasant Pond Mtn. Are the beavers still working
in there and have they made the Trail hard to follow here?
I should like to see the Trail up Moxie now but I am afraid that this will have to wait until
another year.
You did not mention the time you had put in, so I assume it was that referred to in our letter of
June 16th and enclose check of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the amount referred to-$30.00. We are very appreciative of your doing this work.
I have thought of something which may interest you. A Boston Globe editor named Samuel
Morrill [sic, “Merrill”] spent a great deal of time in Maine shortly after 1900, gathering material
for a book known as the "Moose Book”. It is a recognized authority. You could probably borrow
it from the State Library at Augusta. Morrill spent a good deal of his time in Maine at Moxie
Pond and at Katahdin Lake. He has some good views from Moxie Bald and of the mountain and
camps in 1907. “In the Maine Woods”, around 1933 to 1935, used some of those pictures.
Perhaps there is a copy at the camp.
The negatives (glass) are with Morrill’s descendants in Haverhill. I had some prints made up
from them a few years ago. There are some copies left and I shall have a set of what is available
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sent you. The negatives were fine pictures and they will be of interest in showing things forty
years ago.
Copy to Miss Stephenson Mr. Heard Mr. Taylor Mr. Rohr
August 17, 1944. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Rohr, Moxdale Camps, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rohr:
Thought it might be of interest to you to have a copy of my letter of this date to Mr. Hoar so you
can see how matters stand and what has come out of your thought that Mr. Hoar could do
something on the Trail.
If you got over any of it, I shall be glad to know how it looks to you.
I am afraid that things would be very tough if we hadn't gotten this done this year.
Hope to see you next year. With best regards,
August 18, 1944. Roland Hoar to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Since writing you last I have received the box containing nine (9) one quart cans of white paint.
Arrived in good condition.
August 18,1944. Harold I. Goss, Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
As requested in your letter of the I4th, we are sending two copies of the report of the 90th
legislature relating to public bathing beaches and other land for recreation purposes.
August 21, 1944. [Unsigned and no addressee. Apparently from Jean Stephenson to Editor
of Appalachia.]
Dear Miss Hurd:
Before leaving for Maine I want to acknowledge your letter of August 14, enclosing my
"answer" to Mr. Farquhar’s letter with notes as to editorial changes you would like to make
before publication.
The proposed omissions do not interfere with the continuity or theme of the article, and I see no
reason why they should not be made. Most of them, I notice, are the facetious comments at
A.T.C. and A.M.C. sins of omission and commission, which probably are of no great interest to
the majority of Appalachia readers. The parallel with Paul on the Damascus Road I see you have
only queried as to omission, so I am assuming you have decided to leave it in. This would,
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I think, be desirable. There has been considerable comment on the change of A.M.C. policy in
this respect, and it does no harm to admit (through a contribution from a mere member) that there
was a change,
As you say, the suggestion of an article on Bigelow is no part of the story and may be omitted.
Commander Avery has, however, seen my retained copy of this, with the paragraph in it, and
made no comment, so apparently he may be induced to prepare such an article, when time
permits, if so requested. If you can use it some time, let me know, or take it up with him direct.
I noticed the change in the quotation, which at first surprised me, for I have quoted it in the form
in which I used it for many years; but then I remembered that several of that group of verses had
been revised in later editions, and on looking it up I found a difference in the versions in my first
book and the later ones. By all meant use your form; after all we should respect an author’s
desire to improve his work!
I am returning the typescript, and hope publication will stimulate interest in a fascinating section
of Maine.
August 23, 1944. Telegram from Forest Commissioner Raymond Rendall to Myron Avery.
BAN PROHIBITS SMOKING AND BUILDING OF FIRES OUT OF DOORS.
September 5, 1944.

MEMORANDUM

New registration cylinder made by Helmke installed on post at Katahdin. Diagram showing
location of bolts in frame of cylinder contained in Katahdin sign folder. Former cylinder
removed.
Notebook side 8” x 5” left. This notebook entitled on cover:
NEW SERIES
BOOK NO. 1
From September 5, 1944
On inside cover of notebook the following was written:
NOTE: This register will be collected by The Appalachian Trail Conference and
ultimately deposited with other Katahdin Registers at Maine State Library, Augusta,
Maine.
Registration statistics are printed periodically in Appalachian Trailway News.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club KATAHDIN GUIDE and Katahdin Map left in this
cylinder for the convenience of climbers. Please advise The Appalachian Trail
Conference if you do not find these in the cylinder.
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Future books should carry the same legends, be dated and show the book number.
The heading on each sheet is as follows:
Registrant
Number

Date

Name and Address

Weather

Miss Park will obtain and have available notebooks numbered 2, 3, and 4 for replacements.
Definite arrangements for replacing notebooks will be made with parties known to be going to
Katahdin rather than to be left with York.
A copy of the Katahdin Region Map and the Katahdin Reprint, marked with the request that they
be not removed, were left with the cylinder. (It will be interesting to see how long these remain.)
Attached is an additional copy of the diagram for the cylinder.
A pencil sharpener should be left in the cylinder.
{Copy Section 1, Copy J.S., Original Katahdin File.}
September 5, 1944. AP, Augusta, Maine.
Maine Governor Lifts Woods Ban. With the Maine woods dampened in many sections by
holiday week-end showers, Gov. Sumner Sewall today lifted a three weeks’ ban on smoking and
building of fires and fishing on streams.
The ban, second this year, was invoked after racing forest fires inflicted damage upon thousands
of acres of timberland during a long drought.
"Despite the lifting of the ban persons in the woods still should use extreme care because the
ground is quite dry in many places,” it was announced.
Septenber 9, 1944. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Fred:
You probably know from the weather what happened on the balance of our trip. It rained every
day except the one when the crowd climbed Katahdin. The clouds closed in in the early
afternoon, but they had a fairly good view,
We were able to complete the painting all the way to Katahdin. There is about half a mile on one
of the old Haul roads that we were not able to clear. We did a pretty good job of repainting
around the beaver bog where several parties had complained of getting lost. Earl York had axblazed a trail around the bog which was supposed to have taken care of the situation. However,
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the old white paint blazes still led into the bog and the travelers ignored the ax-blazed route and
followed the trail through a foot of water.
The beaver at Katahdin Stream are getting troublesome and giving quite a bit of trouble in
flooding out the trail.
I shall be very much interested to know whether George or any of your other people get an
opportunity to scout the proposed relocation. I hope you will impress on them that we want to
keep on the top of the ridge all of the way and not drop down in the least. We want to stay
exactly on the height of land in going from one trail to the other. This may make a little up and
down but it will be far more satisfactory than dropping over the ridge. It will also keep us in the
hardwoods.
You certainly made every effort to give our party a pleasant time of it under crowded conditions.
I think, however, that all felt that your main camps were more attractive than those at the dam
and they hope that the next time when they come back, those will be in operation.
I had sent to me in your care at Millinocket a parcel post package which contains a pair of shoes.
These never arrived. I suppose they will show up some day. I am enclosing an addressed label
and some postage which will cover the cost of sending them back here. 1 will be very much
obliged to you if you will make inquiry and have them returned.
Be sure to keep us advised of what happens up your way.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
September 11, 1944. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
Since we are all back in Washington, I thought it might be of interest to you to know how the
remainder of the trip went. We left our very pleasant weather behind at Joe Mary. We got along
quite well at Nahmakanta, although we were decidedly crowded and with the beds sagging in the
center, the boys bolstered them up with ridge poles, so that we did not have more than three
sleeping in the same place.
Clifford is still using his camps at the Dam and thinks that they are better than his main camps,
although they are in terrible condition.
We succeeded in getting the Trail painted as far as Katahdin. It is pretty bad around Nahmakanta,
due to the lumbering, particularly in Wadleigh Valley. We think of trying to relocate and avoid
the lumbered area by following the Prentiss Valley Road. It is also very rough from the head of
Rainbow Lake to the West Branch. There is half a mile over one of the hauling roads which we
did not clear out. We cleared the blue-blazed trail and I would advise parties going north to

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

67

arrange with Clifford to take them up the lake to the beginning of this trail, unless they want a
particularly tough day.
It rained every day after we reached Rainbow. We did get up on Katahdin on the one clear day,
that is, on Tuesday, but the clouds came in in the late afternoon.
Our hardest day was from Joe Mary to Nahmakanta. With the heavy load, the distance and the
heat, the girls were very much tired out when they reached Nahmakanta. Incidentally, only the
lower mile and a half of the old lumber road is affected by the lumbering.
We removed all of the signs to White House and cleared out the lower half mile below Mahar
Campground. This is now in quite good shape.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
September 11, 1944. Myron Avery to F. H. 8hoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Shoppe,
I thought it advisable to write you on my return to Washington to make sure that there was no
misunderstanding on our part as to the arrangements for seeing you in Millinocket. I assumed
that when we did not see you at the hotel, matters had developed so that it was inconvenient for
you to come there. I thought, however, that I had better make sure that you did not have any
other understanding of the arrangement and felt that we had failed to go through with the
understood situation.
You have undoubtedly heard of our stay at Nahmakanta. The Trail, particularly in the Prentiss
and Wadleigh Valleys, was in a very much overgrown condition. By hard work, we were able to
re-clear it quite thoroughly. However, due to the beaver flowages and the growth in the lumbered
areas, this will be bad again in another couple of years. I talked with Mr. Boyington about the
possibility of relocating from Wadleigh Farmsite by following the old Prentiss Valley Road. This
would keep us out of the lumbered area and should not be very much longer. Mr. Boyington
thought that he might have an opportunity to check over the situation and let us know as to the
feasibility of this plan.
Mr. and Mrs. Boyington did everything possible to make our stay enjoyable. The meals were
quite good indeed. After being at Nahmakanta and having the opportunity to talk with some of
your acquaintances at Millinocket, I now quite understand the situation with respect to the camps.
I also understand why Mr. Boyington’s circumstances were such that he was not in a position to
evidence cooperation by doing any checking or trail work, as we had thought might be done.
I had hoped that I might see you when I left Millinocket on the 9th. However, I had a very close
train connection. Having been at Nahmakanta, I could have discussed the situation with you, to
more advantage perhaps than on the way in.
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We were interested to note the extent of the patronage and that the parties as to which you wrote
Miss Park might interfere with making arrangements for us did not materialize. For our three
days, we left $331.50, which I judge will be the largest single item of business for the year. As
you are aware, due to our difficulty in making arrangements, if it had not been for the necessity
for doing the Trail work in Nahmakanta, this item of business would not have materialized, very
much to the loss of the Boyington’s.
I will be interested to know what you do another year in the way of Camp management. I trust
that the extent of our patronage this year and the work that we have done on the trails in the
vicinity of the Camp will make it seem worthwhile to you to cooperate and work with us as far
as facilities permit.
We fully appreciate the difficulties and handicaps at Nahmakanta and trust that your venture will
be successful, as this is a place which has very pleasant memories for all of us who work on the
Trail in Maine.
September 11, 1944. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. Keister:
I have been away from Washington and find your letter of August 18th on my return.
Frankly, I am completely stumped by the situation. Your apprehension and attitude are quite
beyond me. Since you have no inclination to discuss the situation with a lawyer to clear up these
misconceptions, I am afraid that you leave me in the position of having to wash my hands of the
entire matter. If your apprehensions permit, will you not at least furnish us with a complete
receipt in full which will specifically indicate that the Shenandoah Publishing House has no
further claim in the matter.
This is just an instance of a very simple legal situation of where a third party steps in and
discharges an obligation and takes by assignment from the satisfied party the previously existing
obligations. It is too commonplace to require any elaboration. All of the comment about what
happens in non-profit organizations is totally beside the point. What might worry you is friction
in a non-profit organization with respect to incurring the obligation and avoiding payment. You
might well have asked for certain formalities with respect to entering into the contract and
obligating the organization for payment.
In closing this matter out, I wish you would remember that, rather than resting upon the contract
situation, I took it upon myself to take steps to have this bill liquidated, with a view of
evidencing appreciation of the cooperation which we have received from you in the way of
issuing these publications.
September 19, 1944. Myron Avery to George M. Fernald, 61 Winthrop Street, West
Newton, Massachusetts.
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Dear Mr. Fernald:
It has been a number of years since our trails have crossed. I recall my very pleasant lunch with
you at Boston and our discussion of a region of mutual interest.
I recently was at Nahmakanta Lake and Mr. Boyington told me that you had made one of your
famous cross-country trips. It happened that I was able to obtain leave and we had a party of
eighteen people who recleared and re-marked the trail from Yoke Ponds to Katahdin. The beaver
flowages in Prentiss Valley and the section at Wadleigh Pond were very bad indeed.
I do not know whether we sent to you a copy of the loose-leaf 1942 issue of the Maine Guide; if
not, I wish you would advise us, as we would like to have you have a copy. The present trail
route is indicated on the map. I believe you know how it runs with respect to Nahmakanta Lake.
Because of the difficulty of maintenance in the cut-over area, 1 have been giving some thought
to following the Prentiss Valley Road to Prentiss Pond and coming back to Nahmakanta Lake
that way. I find it considerably difficult to ascertain the details of the existing roads and trails in
that area and as I did not have an opportunity to do any personal investigation, I thought I would
like to call upon your knowledge of the area.
I expect to be in Boston within the next month and I shall write you to see if it will be convenient
for you to have lunch with me.
Your trip from Penobscot Pond must have taken you through a very rough and difficult section.
September 19, 1944. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
I assume that you duly found at your Cooper Pond Camp the note which I left you. I was sorry to
have missed you.
Mr. Durr, whom you met on the Trail, explained to me the suggested changes in the Trail route
which you told him of. There is no doubt but what, if the route were being laid out anew, that
would constitute material improvements and would shorten the distance. However, we have to
consider the fact that the present route was described in the guidebook, copy of which was sent
to you, and that it receives some degree of use and maintenance. That is an important
consideration these days and if the trail gets use other than by through travelers, it helps to keep
it open. So for the present, I think, since it involves no maintenance work on our part, that we
will have to let matters rest as they now are.
As you may have noted, we repainted the side trail to Joe Mary Mountain. I was surprised to find
it in such good shape. I had thought that it would be very bad going in the lumbered area, but due
to what you have done in cutting out the tops and renewing blazes, it was in fairly good
condition for a seldom-traveled side trail. We repainted the entire distance and were able to do
some clipping so as to open up the route. If we could have had a full crew on the mountain, we
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would have put the trail in good shape. I did not have a chance to clear out the alders on Cooper
Brook to indicate the path to the bar where we intended to cross. If you are in the neighborhood,
you might have an opportunity to open this up a little bit. We tried to make the paint blazes
visible from each side of the brook.
I noticed your trail going off from your camp to the south side of the mountain. You had written
me about this. It looked to be in good shape.
Our trail tools, which you perhaps may have noticed, are particularly good in clearing out the
beech sprouts and the small growth, such as brakes. Our supply is limited by the fact that we
have only what were on hand before the war. When this is over and we are able to get additional
tools, if you will remind us of the situation, we will send you a pair of the long-handled pruning
shears and the weeder which I think you will find will make for faster work than the ax in
reclearing these trails.
If there are any developments or news in the Joe Mary area, I hope you will keep me informed.
September 21, 1944. Marion Park to Miss Elva Knight, Spring Lake, Flagstaff, Maine.
Dear Miss Knight:
We were able to make this year another trip on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. This brought
back to mind our very pleasant trip in 1942 and our visit to your camp.
Our trip this time was to a very much different locality, as we were on the eastern end of the
Trail.
Some of our people told us that they had met you on Mt. Bigelow last year. We are checking up
on conditions and I thought I would write to ask if you had gone back to Flagstaff this year and if
you had been on Mt. Bigelow. If you were, we would be glad indeed to know what you observed
as to conditions there.
We are deeply interested in knowing how our new signs stood up under weather conditions.
September 21, 1944. Myron Avery to Julian Spiers, 510 Park Avenue, New York City.
[Spiers was the author of the map that follows this letter, although his name is spelled “Speyers”
on that document. Map No. 4 in the 1942 Maine Guide was based on a “Speyers” map.]
Dear Spiers:
As you undoubtedly learned from the Potters, I was able to be in eastern Maine this summer. We
had a rather large party and did considerable work on the trails. Mrs. Potter indicated that you
had expected to do some traveling and perhaps you saw the results of our work in the relocation
around Lower Joe Mary and the cleared out condition of the Potaywadjo Ridge Trail.
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1 was interested to know that you had shifted your base of operations from the Yoke Pond
country to Joe Mary. I did not have an opportunity to check up the errors on the Map but it
occurred to me that perhaps you might have done so on your trip. Potter indicated that there were
a number of trails which were impossible to follow and which ought to come off of the map. I do
not recall their origin but I am somewhat skeptical, for with Potter's antipathy to his territory
being invaded by others than his guests, it is quite possible that his views as to the condition of
the trails might be influenced by this attitude.
I am in New York from time to time and I would be glad to have a chance to talk with you about
matters of mutual interest. According to our arrangements, we should have sent to you a copy of
the last edition of the Guide and copies of your map. I am sending one or two extra copies of this
Map No. 4 at this time, with the thought that you could mark on them any corrections which
occur to you.
I understand that Moorehead was at Katahdin Lake this summer.
I asked Mrs. Potter to suggest to you that you take the Joe Mary Mountain trip. The tower gives a
view of a wide expanse of territory and certainly the location of the ponds to the north is far
different from what we have on the map. We took photographs and if they turn out all right, they
may throw some light on the location which will be of assistance in correcting the map.
If you will let me know how I can reach you by telephone, we can make appropriate
arrangements. I will, of course, bear in mind to notify you in advance of my coming.
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September 21, 1944. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Ray:
I appreciate your sending me the wire, advising the exact situation as to the ban on lighting fires.
I thought that perhaps it prohibited travel in the woods and as we are at great pains to have the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club activities in strict conformity with the regulations, I felt it very
necessary to be absolutely accurate as to the situation.
You may be interested to know that we had eighteen people and were able to reclear The
Appalachian Trail from the Kokadjo-B Pond Road to the Katahdin Stream Campsite, a distance
of 49 miles. This was also repainted, so as to make the situation absolutely clear.
Due to the war situation and the closing up of sporting camps, our customary maintenance
facilities were hard put and some sections of the Trail were decidedly ingrown. With what we
were able to accomplish, I think we can hold the route until after the war.
We also re-opened and repainted the five mile side trail to the top of Joe Mary Mountain. The
Forest Service had a lookout here up until 1918, as you may be aware. Recently the Coast and
Geodetic Survey built a tower here.
You may recall that some time ago 1 called to your attention the situation with respect to the
cable bridge at Nesowadnehunk Dam. I do not know whether you have seen the structure but it is
a monumental piece of work by the CCC. Mr. Sewall, when CCC Forester, obtained an
appropriation from the Maine Contingent Fund to buy the cable in the amount of $1500. My
earlier letter suggested the desirability of somebody keeping an eye on the structure to prevent
anything which could cause its collapse through unnoticed deterioration. We looked over the
structure carefully and while we were amateurs, we were very much delighted to see that
apparently there was nothing in the way of wear. Only two of the foot boards and one of the
steps showed any sign of wear whatever. These are not at the place where they require any
replacements. We took the dimensions of these planks. It way well be that your Chief Warden
for this area keeps his eye on the structure. Certainly, if a fire should break out on the west side
of this bridge, the presence of this bridge makes it very accessible for fire-fighting.
The last few days of our trip were a matter of as much rain as the first days were dry. On the
whole, there seemed to be a surprising amount of water in the woods.
This is a rather long resume of the situation but as we were making a rather extensive trip, I
thought it might be of interest to you.
Incidentally, our party left something like $2,000 in Maine and our three or four days’ stay with
our eighteen people, at each of four sporting camps represented a considerable amount of
business for the camps in comparison with their other revenue.
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September 21, 1944. Myron Avery to Everett F, Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Everett:
I am enclosing, as a matter of interest, copy of a letter which I have written to the Forest
Commissioner. To you, as an official of the Development Commission, my comment as to the
amount of revenue which this party left in Maine may be of interest. I think it a little unique that
people should pay this amount for the privilege of coming to Maine to work on trails, which is at
times decidedly a grueling and laborious affair.
All of our people were very much impressed with the recreational facilities of the State and quite
enthused. We hope for repeaters.
September 25, 1944. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was indeed glad to get your letter of September 21st. Unfortunately, the copy of the letter to the
Forest Commissioner was left out.
After the war, we will have a lot of developments along the recreational lines, especially hiking
and mountain climbing.
{Sent copy 10/1/44}
September 27, 1944. Paul R. Jenks, Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club Committee on
Trails, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Commander Avery:
I have the pleasure of reporting to you that the famous sign committed to our care for placing on
our Mahoosuc Trail at the point where it crosses the Maine—New Hampshire line was duly put
in position some time during August by Joe Waring, Jr., one of our second year boys.
In spite of numerous difficulties we had a successful season, though our crew had only two
second-year men and six first year men. At any rate, all the trails were covered, and some little
standardizing done.
Personally I broke all my previous records for sign painting, with a total of 268.
Did you know that Hoch Reid, the present Councillor of Trails (and one of my personal,
Flushing trail products) is now in Washington (Navy Price Adjustment Board, 708 18th St.,
N.W.)?
{See my reply Oct. 10th in Katahdin folder.}
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{Miss Stephenson, Mr. Heard, Miss Park}
September 28, 1944. Myron Avery to Julian Speyers, 510 Park Avenue, New York City.
I am writing to apologize for the error in my letter to you. I sent out quite a batch of
correspondence before trying to make a train connection and not until I checked over the carbons
did I note the error.
I expect to be in New York in late October and am looking forward to discussing with you what
you observed in the Joe Mary country.
I will let you know of the time when I expect to be in New York.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
September 28, 1944. Frank E. Wing, New England Medical Center, 25 Bennet Street,
Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Believing that it may be of possible interest to you, I am writing to report a condition on the
Appalachian Trail in Maine on which you may not have up-to-date information, as I doubt
whether many, if any, people have been over this section of the Trail during the past summer.
On Thursday, September 14, 1944, I went over the Trail from Chadwick's outlying camps on the
third West Branch Pond to the dam on the east branch of the Pleasant River. About 400 feet from
the point one mile east of Chadwick's out-lying camps, where the Trail turns north from the old
Conley Trail, the way is stopped by the back-flow from a huge beaver dam across the brook,
which farther down flows into Logan Brook. By skirting the edge through dense growth for a
hundred feet or more, I came to the sides of the dam itself, which at that point is two or three feet
above ground level, and watched two large beaver working in the pool. Farther on I picked up
the Trail but had some difficulty in getting around the flowage on the return trip. I took several
photos at the point where the Trail going north ends and will be glad to send them to you when
developed and printed, if desired.
{Heard, Stephenson, Taylor, Berry, Perham, Dore}
September 28, 1944. George Fernald to Myron Avery on Kidney Pond Camps stationery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of the 19th inst. was forwarded to me and arrived last evening. I got a cold bug
recently and have a little trouble sleeping, so came up here for a week. I had hoped to try
Katahdin while I was here with Mrs. Fernald but the first few days we took some preliminary
tramps and since then the weather has not been suitable. So I guess we will have to pass it up.
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Have you ever stopped here? It is a very attractive location but most too much like a summer
hotel to suit you and me.
I shall be sorry to miss you as I note that you will be in Boston today and tomorrow. I certainly
hope that you will be back later and will look me up. I am still with the New York Central
System located in the South Station, telephone Hubbard 7200. If you are not to be in Boston
again in the near future, I will write you further after I get back to the office and have a
stenographer handy. I have not seen the 1941 loose leaf issue of the Maine Guide but would like
to see a copy. I was planning to spend 10 days at my camp the last of October but this extra
vacation may cut that out.
P.S. This camp pen seems much like a paint brush but I hope that you can read this.
September 30, 1944. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, P.O. Norcross, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Glad to hear from you and hope sometime to have some of your crowd at least call at my home
camp.
I have been told that people were told by some of my neighbors all sorts of bad stories of me and
my place and your crowd sure avoid me.
Mr. Robert Demerest, 240 Madison Ave., New York, has been to nearly all the camps in the
Katahdin-Moosehead Region and his last 4 trips have been with me.
Richard Elms of Sperry Gyrascope Co. has been here and many others.
I have kept the trail cut out from Cooper Brook to the bridge near old lumber camp below also if
you wish a crossing by the other camps will fix up something. I made a deal with the lumbermen
to swing me a log but they failed me and left only their bridge which went out as I knew it would.
Please send me the latest map of this region. I believe I saw a new one on one of your party.
Better come up and try the fall hunting.
September, 1944 Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 1
KATAHDIN TO DAICEY POND
{Work set. See extra set Sections 1 to 6 incl. (3rd carbon) in file cab.)
I. Paint:
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Painted York’s Camps to ¼ m. past Katahdin Stream. Painted through Katahdin Stream
Campground with particular care by M.P. to serve as model section.
II. A. T. Markers:
Renewed from York’s through Katahdin Stream Campsite by M.H.A. Remainder by Hess. Old
markers obliterated.
III. Mile markers:
All located. Nos. 5, 5.2, 6 and 7 repainted.
IV. Board Signs:
Note that the two signs at Katahdin Stream Campground are fastened by screws to iron posts and
replacements needed, if signs changed. Need 8-32 screws. Existing signs giving direction to
follow road are not to be removed. One Appalachian Trail highway sign in campground badly
flaked and should be replaced; this is nailed to board.
V. Trail Conditions:
Pitman advises that he had cleared out Trail from Katahdin Stream to summit. No deadfalls;
condition good.
From Katahdin Stream to Grassy Pond, raspberry bushes and grass partially mowed with weeder.
From Grassy Pond to Daicey Pond, Trail widened by M.H.A. Five beaver flowages and dam on
Grassy Pond. Beaver flowage from branch of Katahdin Stream flows out section of Trail and
causes much difficulty.
{Data on Side Trails filed at end.}
VI. Needed Work:
1. Repaint from Katahdin Stream to summit.
2. Relocate to avoid beaver flowages on Katahdin Stream.
3. Complete widening and clearing of trail from Katahdin Stream to Daicey Pond with particular
emphasis on section around shore of Pond.
4. Arrange with Mrs. Pitman for exhibition of map and guidebook in cellophane case.
Arrangements have been made with her for stocking guidebooks and maps.
5. At Chimney Pond:
(a) Install board sign left at York's.
(b) Install cellophane case with Katahdin map.
6. See special memo on work to be completed at Katahdin.
7. Leave pencil sharpener in Katahdin Cylinder.
8. Check Katahdin Notebooks.
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9. Annual mowing Daicey Pond to Katahdin Stream.
{10. Install Board sign 6A on Hunt Spur Lean-to.}
{11. Install Board sign with A.T. at junction old and new Hunt trails.}
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 1
KATAHDIN REPORT
1. Cylinder:
New cylinder (made by Helmke) with notebook, Katahdin map and Katahdin Reprint Installed.
(See memorandum dated September 5, 1944, with respect to directions for future notebooks and
continuation of numbered series of books. (Copy attached.)
II. Board Signs:
New signs installed for Section 1. Made by Roesslers from stencils. (Spaces in lettering; signs
may not wear well.)
Spaces in lettering on Signs 1, 2 and 3 filled in by Pryor. Sign No. 4, made by Dr. Schmeckebier,
in heavy glass frame with tight-fitting frame, contains notice re registration. Signs 5, 6, 7 of Fifth
Revision of Sign List installed. Signs 2A and 3A from First Supplement installed. (Sign 2a
consists of three boards.) Sign No. 5 consists of 2 boards. (Appalachian Trail board to be added.)
Signs 9 and 10 with lettering filled in by J.S. left at York’s, together with the master sign for
Chimney Pond (Third Supplement), in wrapped labeled package. Signs 9 and 10 on York’s
Camps in excellent condition and not removed. The sign for Roaring Brook installed.
III. Lean-to:
Installed A.T. sign.
TRAIL REPORTS
RAINBOW-NESOWADNEHUNK TRAIL
{Work Trip}
I. Paint:
Repainted by M.A.T.C. Party, August 1944. Portions painted during showers.
II. Mile Markers:
No. 7 painted in in blue paint.
III. Board Signs:
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Sign on Rainbow Lake faded; white paint gone; Pryor relettered in black. This sign, No. 18,
should be replaced. Other signs intact. References to East Branch Lean-to obliterated by paint
from Sign No. ___(On Penobscot West Branch at Horse Race Brook.)
IV. Trail Conditions:
Trail through burnt land well worn; all bushes cut out. Pucker brush growth causes difficulty.
Trail on north side of ridge is especially wide and clear with no underbrush, due to dense shade.
Growth of alders and bushes in flat land at Horse Race Brook. Ten down logs on north slope;
twelve down logs south slope. Tote-road along Penobscot West Branch is now decidedly bushy.
V. Needed Work:
1. Trail requires annual weeder work to eliminate brakes and reduce small growth in burnt land.
2. Trail on lower section near Penobscot West Branch should be cleared out.
3. Replace sign on north shore of Rainbow Lake.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 2
DAICEY POND TO RAINBOW LAKE
{Work Trip}
I. Paint:
Repainted M.A.T.C. party, 1944. Some of painting done in rain but appears not to have run. For
most part old blazes renewed. Paint blazes on summit northeast of Rainbow Lake particularly
intense. Difficulty in painting in dense conifer section around Rainbow Lake.
II. A. T. Markers:
New markers placed on intersections by Hess; by Avery from head of Lake to West Branch.
Very few existing markers from Clifford’s to West Branch.
III. Mile Markers:
All renewed except No,.2, not located.
IV. Trail Data:
Rechecked. Corrections dictated. Note that the trail to Big Beaver is 200 ft. beyond the inlet
brook at Rainbow Lake. Refer to fact that 200 yds. to right (east) on mountain above Rainbow
Lake is very fine view of Katahdin. Insert in both sections of Section 2 data,
V. Condition of Trail:
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From York’s to Penobscot West Branch: From York’s to toll dam, road has been used in G.N.P.
operations with the resulting side roads. From Nesowadnehunk Stream to camp in old field at
West Branch, there are some bushes. From the old field to the bridge there is a growth of alders
which needs to be cleared out. This entire section, requires reclearing and widening.
From top of ridge to open summit above Rainbow Trail is very bad condition. Section of hauling
road densely grown with bushes, alders, briars, and many sections ingrown with brakes. Old
hauling roads are washed.
{See separate sheet on Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail.}
York had relocated around beaver bog but white paint blazes still led into bog. This corrected by
painting out blazes.
From 5.09 m. north to beaver bog, trail was not cleared. This follows mainly hauling roads and
has dense growth of bushes. Very little work from West Branch to beaver bog,
From summit on northeast shore of Rainbow Lake to Clifford’s Camps Trail in good condition.
Except for brakes and ingrowing boughs, route is open and easily discernible. (From this point
back to river, maintenance problems are very serious. Route on old road is badly washed with
many holes. Perhaps solution is to connect summit with Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail at
height of land, thus preserving best portions of this trail,)
VI. Board Signs:
Sign to Big Niagara Falls missing; Pryor made one which was installed. Should be added to Sign
List.
Two signs at York’s Camps New boards left here for these.
The sign pointing to Clifford’s Camps where A.T. passes camps, needs renewing.
Blacked out all references to West Branch Lean-to on Sign list. (Done in field.)
At junction of A. T. and Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail, sign to York’s has a piece broken out
of the lower comer; otherwise 0.K.
VII. Needed Work:
1.Major relocation to care for problems between Penobscot West Branch and hill above
Nesowadenehunk Stream.
2. Insert, going north, double blaze where trail and telephone line to Daicey Pond fork right;
omitted in 1944,
VIII. Condition of Cable Bridge:
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One plank was discovered to be crumbling on the edge in the walkway. One plank also in the
north side of the steps. Dimensions are:
Planks in walkway – 2 x 8 x 36”
Planks on steps - 2 x 10 x 38”.
Creosoted. Nothing else noted to be out of order or in any way deteriorated. The above two
planks do not require immediate replacement but only demonstrate signs of wear. Forest
Commissioner Rendall advised of situation by letter of September 21, 1944.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 3
RAINBOW LAKE TO NAHMAKANTA LAKE
(Work Set)
I. Paint:
Repainted by M.A.T.C. party in 1944. Blazes on sparse side, due to existence of tote-road.
Blazes around Rainbow Lake frequent. Some painting on Rainbow Lake followed by heavy
showers.
II. A.T. Markers:
All renewed. Obliterated markers removed.
III. Mile Markers:
Mile marker No. 1 below Clifford’s Camps not located. All others repainted. (There is no No. 8.)
IV. Trail Data:
Checked. No changes in description except for references to Rainbow Lake Dam Camps.
V. Condition of Trail:
Clifford’s to Rainbow Lake Dam: Dense growth. Trail in terrific condition. Re-opened to be
passable for travel. Best work on mile nearest Rainbow Dam. Much work needed.
Nahmakanta Tote-road: Clifford’s road construction not visible. Few instances of bushes in
middle of road; will require some cutting in two or three years. Trail is clear on the sides.
VI. Lean-to:
Installed lean-to notice with four tacks; more required. Lean-to needs fireplace. Lean-to board
signs O.K. Homemade sign pointing to spring O.K. Forest Service sign for campsite missing.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

82

VII. Board Signs:
Nos. 21, 22, 24 and 25 intact. No. 23 missing. Signs at Clifford’s do not need renewal.
Sign on Rainbow Dam revised by Pryor; should be on north side of dam.
VIII. Needed Work:
1. Replace sign No. 23.
2. Adequate annual clearing from Clifford’s Camps to Rainbow Lake Dam; requires mowing.
3. Incidental work on ingrown bushes on Nahmakanta Tote-road.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 4
NAHMAKANTA LAKE TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
(Work Set)
I. Paint:
Repainted in 1944. Blue-blazed trail to Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to put in.
II. A.T. Markers:
All renewed by Hess at intersections. Old markers removed.
III. Mile Markers:
Renewed. No. 11 (in lumbered area on Nahmakanta Road) not found.
IV. Trail data:
Checked.
V. Board Signs.
Signs quite legible and in better condition than in Section 5. Many serviceable for two or three
years more, with exception of No. 29.
Missing signs: No. 29 completely faded and board removed. No. 30 missing. (Temporary sign 30
put in place.) No. 32 missing. Temporary sign 27-A—Nahmakanta Lake Camps 1.57 m. pointing
right—made by Pryor, installed.
VI. Lean-to:
See 1939 comments re Nahmakanta Lean-to. Blue-blazed trail put in. Growth of small bushes
hides side trail. Lean-to signs put up.
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No latrine. No public campsite designation on lean-to. Three boards from roof overhang gone.
Shovel and ax at lean-to.
Dead pine spills on roof and around structure present considerable hazard. Structure should be
relocated on lake shore.
VII. Trail Conditions:
From Mahar Campground up tote-road, Northern had cut very extensively. Road is now open,
wide and grass-grown, causing difficulty in maintenance. Beyond app. 1-1/2 m. from Mahar
Casmpground, old tote-road is undisturbed. Considerable dead poplar and down logs were
thrown out from road. Road, on whole, in fair condition and. will not require much maintenance.
From Nahmakanta Tote-road to Prentiss Valley, open except at swampy sections.
Prentiss Valley: new beaver dam on brook where Trail crosses. Dense growth of heavy alders
here; completely cleared and trail mowed.
Prentiss Valley to Wadleigh Valley: sections of old cuttings grown to dense raspberry bushes and
some obscure places. One minor relocation made involving right angle turn to miss cutting.
North slope of ridge less growth.
Wadleigh Valley Road: Very much overgrown with high bushes. Will be extremely difficult to
maintain, due to width of road, open sections, etc. One-half day devoted to clearing Wadleigh
Valley Road (2 m.).
Wadleigh Farmsite to Nahmakanta Lake: Trail very open, worn and clear. From Lake to Camps
ingrown. This section specially well cleared and painted.
NOTE: From Wadleigh Farmsite to Prentiss Valley Brook outlet, route should probably be
relocated to go up Prentiss Valley, on account of maintenance will probably be less than present
route. Obtain information from Fernald and Boyington as to possibilities.
VIII. Needed Work:
1. Renew sign no. 29, 30-32.
2. Possible relocation Wadleigh Farmsite to Prentiss Valley.
3. Annual clearing, Prentiss Valley to Wadleigh.
4. Bridge over Pollywog Brook.
5. Relocate Nahmakanta Lean-to.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 5
MAHAR CAMPGROUND TO LOWER JOE MARY LAKE
(Work Set)
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1. Paint:
Repainted August, 1944, by M.A.T.C. work trip. Black paint used by each party on this trip;
blazes on ample side.
II. A.T. Markers:
All renewed at intersections. Old markers obliterated.
III. Trail Markers:
All repainted.
IV. Trail Data:
Section rewritten to eliminate White House Camps and lumbering at Mahar Campground. For
1945 Guidebook Supplement.
V. Board Signs:
All were in place except Nos. 37 and 39, for which temporary signs were made. All badly faded
and require renewing. Omit from Nos. 37 and 38 reference to White House Camps.
VI. Condition of Trail:
Recleared by M.A.T.C. party. Relocated on north shore of Lower Joe Mary Lake to avoid beaver
flowages and alders. Minor relocation on west side of Potaywadjo Ridge to avoid blowdowns.
Near crest of Potaywadjo Ridge there is a low, rather dense growth of maple sprouts which may
cause some future difficulty.
From Twitchell Brook to Mahar Campground, while showing some signs of ingrowth, route is
fairly open.
The first ½ m. south from Mahar Campground thru the conifers was very well cleared. The next
1/2 m., which follows the lumber road to the beaver dam is thru a swampy section and will
require considerable clearing. (The portion of this section, which will require the most work, is
from Twitchell Brook north to within l/2 m. of Mahar Campground.) To be maintained in
standard condition, because of the excessive number of brakes, should be mowed each year.
Some changes 1 m. south of Mahar Campground by reason of lumber road.
Relocation around Lake probably increased trail .05 m.; not considered in revised trail data.
VII. Potaywadjo Ridge Trail:
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Repainted and recleared. Signs relocated. This is an area of excessive dead “popple”. Trail was
over-blazed but death of popple will make trail obscure. Trail was extended to high point to view
of Katahdin. Length probably .08 m.; not considered in data. Blue-blazed short trail cut from
sandy beach to Appalachian Trail.
Potaywadjo Ridge Trail requires annual mowing to keep clear of brakes.
VIII. Required Work:
1. Install new signs.
2. New section of trail around Lower Joe Mary Lake should be cleared in 1945 because of
growth following relocation.
3. Section requires annual use of weeder to avoid brakes, particularly bad around Lower Joe
Mary and immediately south of the beaver flowage on Deer Brook.
4, Section Mahar Campground to Twitchell requires annual clearing.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 6
LOWER JOE MARY LAKE TO YOKE PONDS
(Work Set)
I. Paint:
Repainted August 1944 from 2.95 am to Potter’s Antlers Camps by M.A.T.C. party; black paint
used.
II. A.T. Markers:
All old markers knocked off (Hess) and new markers put up at intersections of trails.
III. Mile Markers:
All mile markers repainted except Nos. 13 and 12. No. 12 not found.
IV. Trail data:
Section cheeked and no changes necessary.
V. Board Signs:
All need renewing as existing signs badly faded; some broken. The following are missing: Nos.
44, 45, 48, 49, 52. No. 50 is broken. Sign No. 46 to Joe Mary side trail is in good order.
VI. Condition of Trail:
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From Berry's to 2.95 m. on road is badly grown in but still passable by automobile. Recleared by
M.A.T.C. party in August 1944 from 2.95 m. to Potter’s. Some large trees were taken out from
2.95 m. to 5 m. (Mr. Berry said he would take out any trees to the Dam.) No trouble experienced
at Crawford Dam.
VII. Required work:
1. Some work is required each year east of Crawford Dam for short distance in old field.
2. Install new board signs.
3. Some logs to be taken out from 2.95 m. to Crawford Dam which Mr. Berry said he would take
care of. Check to see if this was done.
JOE MARY MTN. TRAIL
I. Paint:
Repainted by George and Avery in August, 1944. Two quarts blue paint used; paint sparse on
upper mile and a half. Three quarts required.
II. Condition of Trail:
From Cooper Brook to Campground, route is old lumber road. Haynes had cleared through
cuttings for 1 m.
Considerable clipping done to open trail. Growth on lower part of mountain is bad; small
conifers coming in on upper mile. Section between 2.5 m. and top in greatest need of clearing. C.
& G. Survey tower is good for two or three years.
Paint blazes relocated to cross stream on bar. Alders on bank should be cleared out. Signs intact.
Four-man crew in one day, with repainting, could put this trail in satisfactory condition. Can be
readily followed at this time.
October 8, 1944. Myron Avery to George W. Fernald, 61 Winthrop Street, West Newton,
Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Fernald:
I am very appreciative of your thoughtfulness in sending me your letter of 28 September from
Kidney Pond.
When I have been in the Katahdin region, except when camping, I have stayed at Daicey Pond.
This is for the reason that the Trail route passes here and the Yorks have always been most
cooperative. In 1939 we had a Trail Conference Meeting with 150 people here. I preceded you in
the Katahdin region by some two weeks this summer. You may have seen some of our trail work
from Daicey Pond to Katahdin.
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I was in Boston last week and learned that you were fortunate enough to be away on vacation. I
shall count on seeing you when I am next in Boston.
Specifically, as I think I indicated, I wanted to discuss with you the possibility, taking advantage
of your knowledge of the country, of rerouting the Trail from Wadleigh Farmsite to Prentiss
Valley. The lumbering has made the present route very difficult to maintain. The old Wadleigh
Valley Road is nothing more than a mass of bushes. I can find no one who has any knowledge of
the section and in view of your cross-country trip to Nahmakanta, I thought that you might be
able to indicate to me the condition of the trail from Prentiss Pond to the Farmsite. I understand
that your route from Penobscot Pond would come by this Pond. I am also enclosing an additional
copy of the map in the event that you find an opportunity to indicate your route to Nahmakanta.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
October 5, 1944. W. L. Bacon, W. L. Bacon Co., Plumbing, Heating, Metal Work, New
Bedford, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
I am sorry I have not complied with your request to any changes on the map before this. When I
arrived back in New Bedford a state of emergency existed from the hurricane and I was kept
rather busy. I, therefore, forgot about making the additions and changes. Thank you for
reminding me.
I have made the additions that I know of just at present in red pencil. There is a trail from Big
Cove to Holbrook Pond and another from Doughnut Pond to Stratton Pond. I have also corrected
the name of Daicey Pond to Daisey Pond.
Hoping these changes will be of some help to you,
October 7, 1944. Myron Avery to Frank E. Wing, Director New England Medical Center,
25 Bennet Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Wing:
I have been delayed by reason of absence from Washington from replying to your letter of 28
September. I am very appreciative of your courtesy in taking the trouble to send to us the
information with respect to the beaver dam in the Pleasant River East Branch section.
You are quite right in assuming that your letter is the only information which I have had as to
this area. Last year we had a small work party on the Barren-Chairback Range. This year I was
fortunate enough to obtain some leave and I had in all the rather large-sized party of eighteen
people and recleared and re-marked the Trail from Yoke Ponds north to Katahdin, a distance of
55 miles. We found several instances of beaver flowages.
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As you perhaps know, Mr. Berry at Yoke Ponds did not operate his Camps this year. By reason
of the complete non-availability of labor, there was no work done on this section of the trail in
1943 or 1944. It is perhaps our most difficult section in Maine, as you will readily appreciate,
having traveled in that area. I am not at all surprised that the beaver should have gone into the
section but the size of the dam is a decided surprise. From what you say, I judge that the detour is
very extensive.
I shall very much appreciate your bearing in mind to send us the photos of the dam.
We have been very much concerned over this area and had hoped that we could stretch our
limited trail facilities and trips so that we could cover it in 1945. Your letter indicates how
imperative this is.
I presume that if there is any travel, Mr. Chadwick will warn the people in this area and we have
taken the liberty of sending a copy of your letter to Mr. Berry so that he could warn travelers
going south. By reason of war conditions, there was practically no travel on the trail in Maine,
although our inquiries and requests for material have continued.
I take it that you had available a copy of the Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. When
you send the photographs, you might indicate how long you think the necessary relocation will
be.
In the event that you do not see them, we have sent you copies of the 1944 issues of Appalachian
Trailway News.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
Copy to Mr. Heard Mr. Berry Mr. Taylor Miss Stephenson Mr. Perham Mr. Dore
October 10, 1944. Marion Park to Charles Berry, Yoke Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
For your information, I am enclosing copy of correspondence which Mr. Avery had with Mr.
Wing in regard to a beaver dam on the Trail between your camps and Third West Branch Camps.
We would appreciate it very much if you would warn any travelers going south on the Trail of
this difficulty.
We had a very good trip from your Camps to Katahdin. The last week we had considerable rain.
We cleared and painted about fifty-five miles of Trail.
We all enjoyed our stay at your Camps and very much appreciate your having opened them up to
take care of us. The paint carrier which you fixed up went all the way to Katahdin and was one
of our most satisfactory carriers.
Hoping to see you another year,
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October 10, 1944. Marion Park to E. W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
For your information, I am enclosing copy of a letter which Commander Avery received from
Mr. Frank Wing in regard to a large beaver dam on East Branch of Pleasant River. While there is
not much travel on the trail, we thought you should know about this so as to inform anyone who
might be going north on the Trail of the difficulty to be encountered.
We would be interested in knowing if White Cap Firetower was manned this year.
We had a much larger party on the Trail this year than we had last year. We had ten women and
eight men and went from Yoke Ponds north to Katahdin. We recleared and re-marked about
fifty-five miles of Trail. Commander Avery was able to get two weeks’ leave and be with us.
Hoping to see you another year,
October 10, 1944. Marion Park to Wm. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
For your information, I am enclosing copy of correspondence which Mr. Avery had with Mr.
Frank Wing in regard to a large beaver dam on the East Branch of Pleasant River. While there is
little travel on the Trail just now, we thought you should know about this so as to inform anyone
who might be going north on the Trail of the difficulty to be encountered.
I hope things have gone well with you at your Camps this year. I think so many times of the little
cottage down along the lake and hope some summer to come and stay in that cottage for a couple
of weeks. After the strenuous life we lead here in Washington, the thought of that peaceful place
makes me almost homesick,
How is Mrs. Dore? I do hope her health has improved and that she will be able to be out at the
Camps another year.
October 10, 1944. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, Kokadjo,
Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Friend Avery:
I suppose you have got your shoes back long ago as I sent them back about the time you got to
Millinocket.
I found most of the other things that the party left—and will send it tomorrow. We broke camp
and won’t stay for the Hunting as it was going to be hard to get help for Guiding. The cook
wanted to stay.
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Aslle and I spend a day look out a route between the two trails at the head of the lake. It’s an
awful trail over this peak and nearly all small furr and spruce. You could see more than a rod
ahead. We keep on this top and left side. May be the other side or right side going South—but
would be better. We come back by lower side, Mostly Burntland. I think we should start right
above the spring in the road on the Blue trail and keep on this west side of the ridge above the
Burntland. Either way it will be along rough road or trail. I think a trail through this small furr
would always be plain. They couldn’t get off it.
We won’t be able to go over it again this year but could next spring. Maybe before the leaves get
out.
Some good view of Jo-Mary and Millinocket Country along the route, a lot of ledge. May be you
would understand it better if I drew the route out different maps.
P.S. York are getting move out. Young Earl went to war last week. Had a letter from Walter
Sherman [Loherman?] yesterday. Was in Belgium and was moving so fast the Nazis couldn’t get
organized. He was a good hunter and a sure shot. He led his Regiment on the range every time.
Says he thinks he could take the deer on the run as usual.
October 11, 1944. George Fernald to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery:Replying to your letter of the 3rd Inst. I had to cut my trip short to Kidney Pond on account of
dental trouble so I did not get a chance to go up to Katahdin. Consequently, I am planning to go
down to my own camp the night of October 20 and spend a week there.
If we have decent weather, I am going to try to go over the Great Northern lumber road from the
head of Muskrat Meadows to the foot of Nahmakanta, The road that follows from alongside
Muskrat to Wadleigh Farmsite is up in the hard wood and in very fair shape. Mrs. Fernald and I
went over that when we went to Nahmakanta in August, I have not been over that part of the
road that leads from Muskrat down through Prentiss Valley to the foot of Nahmakanta for
several years. I shall try to go over that while I am down there this time. I imagine this route
would be somewhat longer than the present Appalachian trail route.
I hope you will be coming to Boston again in the near future. I shall be very glad to have you
lunch with me.
If you will give me a few days' warning, I will do my best to be here this time.
October 12, 1944. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
I have been away from. Washington and delayed in replying to your letter of September 30th.
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I understand the situation referred to in your letter but you may be sure that it has nothing to do
with our Appalachian trail trips. Our trips stick strictly to The Appalachian Trail. Usually we are
doing trail work in conjunction with the trip. There are a great many interesting places and very
excellent sporting camps in Maine of which I know. However, we have never detoured from the
trail route or gone to other areas. To illustrate how closely we stick to the trail, in the last ten
years that I have been going through the Joe Mary area, I have not even been to Pratt Brook,
Leavitt or Henderson Ponds. My only side excursion was a canoe trip on the Joe Mary Lakes
where I saw at a distance your very attractively located camps. Some of these days we will hope
to make a trip which will not be a trail trip and visit you.
1 had thought that we had sent you a copy of the new Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Apparently this has not been done. It has now gone forward to you under separate cover with our
Katahdin guidebook. I have sent to you also two separate copies of the map which covers your
country. I think you would like to put one up on the wall at your home camps.
My trip up Joe Mary was rather hurried and I do not know what you mean by the bridge "near
old lumber camp below". I did not see this bridge or the connection. I came across where the
paint blazes are. If you have a chance to fix up something - such as felling a tree with a line
across it, it would be a great help. We could make a shift of the paint blazes to correspond with
where you were able to put something across.
When you write to me again, you might explain to me about the bridge and the lumber camp.
I am afraid that there is no likelihood of my getting leave to go off on a hunting trip. My Maine
woods trips have always come in late August or early September.
Some of these days our trails will cross. I will appreciate your keeping us informed of any
developments and if there is anything which we have in the way of literature or maps, we shall
be glad to send it to you.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
October 18, 1944. John Worthington, 112 Pinckney Street, Boston, Massachusetts, to
Myron Avery. {Rest of correspondence in Katahdin File.}
Dear Sir:
I want to thank you for your letter of the 7th and for the excellent "Katahdin Section of Guide to
The Appalachian Trail in Maine, 1942", just received.
I was unaware of the existence of the U.S. Geological Survey map of the K.I. region. I shall be
interested in it. The sketch map of this region published in Appalachia was a compilation of
Prentiss and Carlisle maps and was prepared as an illustration of the article which accompanied
it and to serve as a trail map for the members of the A.M.C. who were about to have an August
Camp there.
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I have, of course, studied the Appalachian Trail Guide with its supplements and maps and I have
seen the Bibliography.
I have not prepared nor do I contemplate preparing anything for publication regarding the
Kidney Pond region except that last winter, in collaboration with H. M. Knickerbocker of New
York, I made a new map covering the territory between Doubletop on the N.; Sourdnahunk
Deadwater on the S.; the beginnings of the Hunt Trail above the Park headquarters on the E. and
McKenna Pond on the W. I regret that I cannot send you a copy but I am sure that Mrs. Bradeen
(Laura P. Bradeen, Kidney Pond Camps, Millinocket) would be glad to send you a copy. This
map was made without a survey. It was based on the A.M.C. map, somewhat modified as a result
of rough compass bearings and the projection of photographs from Doubletop and Sentinel. It
was made for the fun of making it and to serve as a trail map. The changes were numerous but
few and unimportant as regards topography. The significant changes were the elimination of
many trails shown on the A.M.C. map as so obsolete and obscure as to be a trap for the unwary;
the correction of the location of some trails whose location on the A.M.C. was so erroneous as to
be misleading; and the addition of a few old well marked trails, not elsewhere shown.
Last September I spent three weeks at Kidney Pond and as a result I want to make these
comments on our 1943 map:
1. The Trail shown leading from the trail to the S. slide of 0-J-I toward Barren should be omitted.
This was put in at Knickerbocker's request on his representation that he had gone over it and that
it was a good trail. Neither Knickerbocker nor I were able to find it this year. The trail to the S.
slide is all right.
2. A new trail to the N. slide of 0-J-I was located, cut out and signed this year by Knickerbocker
and myself. This is a very good trail and puts the wash at the foot of the N. slide only about 3540 minutes from Foster’s Clearing. It ought to be very useful to anyone who wants to ascend 0-JI by this route.
Last summer I took a round of bearings from Doubletop with plane-table and alidade. The very
close correspondence of my bearings on So. Brother, Coe, O-J-I, Barren and Baxter Peak
(located as shown on the Government map) leads me to believe that I was not far out in
orientation or observation. The bearings of some ponds indicate that their location on our map of
1943 is not exact, but these errors are not serious and do not impair the usefulness of our map as
a frame for trails — the primary purpose.
I also made a plane-table survey of Kidney Pond, scale 500 ft. - 1 in., which I think within the
limitations of this scale and my instruments, is very close to the facts.
I have seen Professor Leavitt’s Skyline Trails, and I have Hampstead’s treatise Penobscot Boom,
etc., which I regard as a reliable factual history of this region.
I imagine that we must await the extension of the Government Survey to this region for a really
correct map.
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The only part of the A.T, which I used this year was that between the mouth of Sourdnahunk
Stream and the Millinocket Tote-Road. I noted that it had recently been trimmed out and was in
good condition. I note also that your Guide correctly describes the crossing of Katahdin Stream
near Grassy Pond (no bridge). This stream now flows into Grassy near the foot. In this respect
your map, the A.M.C. map, the Hyde map (1913), and the Game Preserve map (1922) are in
error, showing the junction below the outlet of Grassy. Possibly the course of the stream has
changed,
Copy to Mr. York, Mr. Sawtelle, Miss Stephenson, Mr. Dyer, M.H.A. (3)
October 19, 1944. Myron Avery to Howard M. Goff, Editor, A.M.C. Guidebook,
Appalachian Mountain Club, 35 Byrd Avenue, West Newton, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Goff:
You will recall that during our recent discussion of guidebook matters, I spoke briefly of the
situation with respect to the scope of the material contained in Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine as compared with the 1938 edition of the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide. You said that you had
never checked the material so as to be aware of the extent of the overlapping.
Some time ago, in response to the demand for separates of the Katahdin section, we bound up the
Katahdin material. I am sending under separate cover copy of this Katahdin Reprint. This was
done under considerable pressure and you will note that, by oversight, we failed to include the
appropriate portion of the index from the Maine Guide.
The comparison of the map as well as the material will, I think, indicate the very extensive scope
of this chapter.
Our feeling is that, since we have for twelve years maintained the Appalachian Trail across
Maine at considerable expense and as our Guide exceeds both in material and scope the now
obsolete 1938 Katahdin Guide, the A.M.C. would not wish to hamper our efforts to distribute
full information on Maine by republishing a competing volume. The logic seems irrefutable to
me on this score.
Katahdin is the northern terminus of the Trail and an essential part of any Maine Guidebook. We
cannot omit it. Further, from the summit of Katahdin west, the A.M.C. Guide describes a trail
system which it does not maintain. You will note how much of our data and measurements have
been paraphrased; my measuring was completed in 1937 and we do not give any permission for
use of our matter. I might add that none was requested. I add this comment to make
unmistakably clear the source of this material which will be readily apparent. My experience,
while it is complimentary to have my material so freely paraphrased, is that hiking organizations
must feel not bound by the ordinary rules of copyright and acknowledgment.
I assume that you have received the 1943 and 1944 sheets for your Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. We send these automatically to those who have received the Guides and these
supplements will of course continue to reach you.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

94

It was indeed a pleasure to have had the opportunity to discuss again with you these matters of
mutual interest, 1 shall look forward to further contacts,
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
{Copy Miss Stephenson}
October 20, 1944. George Fernald to Myron Avery.
Dear Commander Avery;
I have just received the 1942 loose-leaf Maine Guide, also copy of the map showing the trail in
the Katahdin region. I will take the map along and endeavor to go over it to the foot of
Nahmakanta to see how the trail is, and I will write you later in regard to it.
I am going down tonight and will be back the night of the 30th.
October 20, 1944. Myron Avery to Mrs. E. E. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, North New
Portland, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Storey:
The periodical bulletin from the West Carry Pond stories has been received, duly passed around
among all of your friends in Washington and very much appreciated. We are all still very much
of the opinion that, when it comes to writing in an interesting fashion of what takes place each
day in the Maine Woods, the author of "We Took to the Woods" should have taken lessons from
you. Unfortunately, she seems to have had more time available than you.
1 am doing the reporting on what happened down on this end. As you know, we had to go to the
eastern portion of the Trail to do some necessary work. Contrary to last year’s crowd, we had the
sizeable number of ten women and eight men. We started in at Yoke Ponds. Some sections were
very bad and the beaver had gotten in some very disastrous work. We stayed on an average of
three days at four sporting camps and when we reached Daicey Pond at Katahdin, the work trip
was over and we luxuriated. The first days were in the drought. The last four or five were
constant showers and I have not been as wet for a long time.
It was my first time in the woods for two years and I was extremely glad to have had the chance
to get back. Things have changed a great deal with a lot of the sporting camps changing hands
and some not opening up.
As far as the food is concerned (leaving out the baked togue), the reputation of West Carry Ponds
has not suffered.
I do not know what another year will bring but I do hope we can come to Maine. The trouble is
that we have a little too much trail which we should attend to. Some bad spots have developed on
each aide of the Piscataquis River. It is a conflict between duty and what we want to do. I am,
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however, very much of the opinion that it will wind up with our ending the trip at West Carry
Pond. We would like to get on Bigelow again.
There is not much that we can say about what is going on here. It is the old story of more and
more work and it has taken a pretty heavy toll out of some of the people whom you know.
We are glad to find that "Time" magazines are of interest. We had thought that they might
merely be an excess package to carry into the Camps.
I think you wrote us that the Ledge House was again closed.
I hope you will continue to send the Storey bulletins and we will advise you of what happens on
this end and that we are counting on seeing you in 1945.
With best regards from all of your Washington friends,
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
October 24, 1944. Jean Stephenson to Miss Marjorie Hurd, 4 Mercer Circle, Cambridge,
Massachusetts. (DRAFT)
Dear Marjorie:
Commander Avery had sent to me a copy of his last letter to you. As I seem to have assumed the
role of a procurer for Appalachia, I think that I should write you to tell you what the situation is
with respect to the two items which he mentioned. I do this because you may be planning your
material for the 1945 issues and if you wish to use either item, I am sure that arrangements could
be made to complete them for your requirements.
Commander Avery has just sent to me his first draft of both items. He says that he dictated the
one on “photographers at Katahdin” prior to leaving for New Orleans and on his return by train
rather than by plane, he wrote out in long-hand the Mt. Bigelow item. He says that it will still
require a little more time to check a few of the details. As he had available the material which he
had collected over some time, pending an opportunity to put it together, this trip gave him an
opportunity to finish the task which he had in mind for some time.
In passing on these drafts to me, he made one comment which was somewhat disturbing.
Apparently he had an opportunity on this trip to go through the June 1944 issue. He said that he
was not particularly enthusiastic in being a contributor to a publication which featured the
rewards accruing to the conscientious objector. He said that he had thought that perhaps some
Appalachia readers who were experiencing the real hardships of the war might take decided
exception to the approbation which the publication of the story afforded, in view of what they are
experiencing, to permit the conscientious objector to continue his way of life and the fruit of
peacetime activities. Perhaps the implications of this publication were not intended but I dare say
that you will have unfavorable comment from the policy involved.
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I guess that the killing of Mary Dorsey's item, because it was over-enthusiastic in recognition of
the work done on The Appalachian Trail, may have prompted one of the footnotes which is
phrased so as to contain a very graceful recognition and tribute to the existence of the trails on
Mt. Bigelow to the contribution which they made to some A.M.C. trips.
I am sure that all of us feel that this is material which should be published and if I can serve to
smooth out any details, I am very glad to be of service. Your handling of the Church photograph
article has, I may say, made a very definite impression upon the author.
Copy to Commander Avery.
October 28, 1944. Myron Avery to Public Utilities Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Gentlemen:
In connection with the history of The Appalachian Trail across Maine, I am preparing for
publication an article on Mt. Bigelow. This is designed primarily to record the features and
attractions of the mountain, its history and trail system.
At one time there extended at least to Carrabasset a branch of the narrow gauge Sandy River and
Rangeley Lakes Railroad from Farmington. I am under the impression that this originally
extended to Stratton. In connection with the article, I should like to obtain some factual
information with respect to this railroad; the date when it went into operation and the date when
it was finally abandoned.
1 do not wish to unduly burden the Commission but if it is possible for you to furnish some data
along the line of these inquiries, it will very much facilitate the material which I am trying to
prepare to publicize the recreational resources of one of the mountains of Maine.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
October 28, 1944. Myron Avery to Marjorie Hurd.
Dear Miss Hurd:
I have been away, hence the delay in receiving and replying to your letter of October 19th.
The pictures of Saddleback I had in mind were, first, some Kodachromes in the Conference
collection, and second, those taken by Eliot Elisofon [sic], the Life photographer who made
visits to outstanding points along The Appalachian Trail in 1940, taking some hundreds of
photographs. Many of these we saw, many of them were loaned to the Conference for exhibition
and later returned, and some few, very few, have been published. Mr. Elisofon was in Europe the
last I heard, and anyway his photographs are the property of Life, so I wrote to Life for them. I
found the reply awaiting me on my return this week, and was disappointed to learn that either
they did not identify the photographs I wanted or else they have been lost or destroyed, for the
three they sent were not those we had in mind. Two of those sent might have been taken
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anywhere. The third I am enclosing, and also the letter from Miss Alves, so that if you decide
you use it you will have the proper permission, etc.
1 did not have good luck with getting my duplicates of the Kodachromes. Several of them did
not turn out well enough to be used to make cuts. The best one of all, showing the Horns, etc.,
will not be ready until Nov. 6th. If that is not too late I will send it on immediately. I am
enclosing one showing the bare slope of the mountain, which taken with the one not yet sent will
give some idea of the appearance of the summit.
Unfortunately, I have not been able to get any of the pictures taken to illustrate the work trip.
Those in black and white which I have seen are not particularly pictorial or else are of the old
familiar scenes on Joe Mary, Rainbow, Daicey and Katahdin, and while the Kodachromes are
most spectacular, there is not time to have black and whites made from them. Very few
photographs were made of actual work, as at such times cameras were left in camp; the majority
of the pictures are of beaver, deer, the lakes, views from the ridges, lakes, etc., taken while
hiking from camp to camp or in the evenings.
I am glad you liked Mr. Adams’ articles. I would suggest that you write him direct, at the Detroit
News. I will write him that I sent the articles to you and also that I suggested you write him.
There will, I am sure, be no difficulty about him giving you permission to use them, although he
may want to do a little "re-writing" on them; he did for some former ones we used.
Miss Marjorie Hurd, Miss Jean Stephenson
October 28, 1944. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Ray:
Appalachia, the rather elaborate publication of the Appalachian Mountain Club, has been
running a series of articles on outstanding mountains of New England.
For quite some time I have had in mind preparing an article to include Mt. Bigelow in this series.
I feel that it is entitled to recognition as the second mountain in Maine.
Recently I was in New Orleans and on the way back on the train I wrote out the item in longhand.
You may recall that previously I had checked with your Department to ascertain whether there
was any early map of Mt. Bigelow available by reason of its being included in some land survey.
In connection with Katahdin the notes of the Monument Line Surveyors which were in the
archives of the Maine Land Agent formed the basis for a very interesting article the Monument
Line Surveyors at Katahdin, which appeared in the June 1923 issue of Appalachia. Your office
wrote me that there was nothing available along this line and that the area was included in one of
Bingham's early purchases.
1 have one further matter which I need to check. This is the date when the first firetower was
built on Mt. Bigelow. I assume that there was only one.
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I trust that it will not be too much trouble to have someone check the files and furnish this
information. If there is anything further which would bear on the Forest Service activity on
Bigelow, I would like very much to include this in the note. I anticipate that the material will be
used in the June or December 1945 Issue.
If it is possible to have this information developed, it will be of very considerable interest in
making the article historically correct.
The item represents an elaboration of some of the material in Mountains of Western Maine, of
which we had numerous reprints distributed to publicize these hitherto unknown peaks, I am
enclosing a copy of that article.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
Copy to Mr. Greaton
October 29, 1944. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Box 345, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Helon:
For a number of years, Appalachia, the publication of the Appalachian Mountain Club, as
distinguished from The Appalachian Trail Conference, has featured articles on Maine mountains.
I have long thought that Mt. Bigelow should come in for its share of due recognition and that the
people who cut the trails on Bigelow - meaning you - should be made a matter of record.
Of course, the story is in the Maine Guidebook but the circulation of Appalachia is around 6,000.
Recently I had to go to New Orleans and I took my Mt. Bigelow material with me. On my return
I wrote out the item in long-hand. I want to be sure that I am absolutely accurate as to the date
when you first met Cutler’s party and when you cut the trail on Sugarloaf. Accordingly, I am
sending you a draft of the item and I wish you would let me know these dates. Do you happen to
remember where the Appalachian Mountain Club party was camping that year? I thought it was
at Grafton Notch but this does not seem quite right.
You will have seen the September issue of Trailway News and know that our work trip was very
successful. We ought to make a relocation between the West Branch and Rainbow and in order
to get the benefit of this year’s work, I would like to go over the area again. However, due to the
trouble on Logan Brook and the fact that the Bodfish Farm -- Moxie area has not been worked, I
am inclined to think that the next trip will have to be a repetition of what was done in the
summer that we met you at Blanchard.
Where is your boy at the present time?
I hope you will let me hear from you as to what has been happening around the area and whether
you have had any chance to see the Trail in the Little Wilson area. I am afraid that it is as badly
overgrown as the slope of Barren Mountain.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

99

October, 1944. [Poor-quality copy]
COMBINED LIST OF CORRECTIONS FOR
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
- SEE 1945 SUPPLEMENT {Corrected Copy}
Page
4.
An excellent treatise on the use of maps and compass is the War Department
Field Manual, FM 21-25, Elementary Map and Aerial Photograph Reading, 15 August
1944, 116 pp. This may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents,
Washington, D.C., at a cost of 25 cents. All who undertake extensive wilderness travel
should possess the information set forth in this booklet. Its study will be found of real value in
wilderness trail travel.
8.

Correction for the Maine Guide
Refer to article in APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, May, 1944, on the Maine
Guide Laws.

15.

Line 14,"North to South" should be italics. Add reference to bus to Bingham.

18

Add Kokadjo Inn, Grant Farm.

18.

List in Accommodations:
"En route to Katahdin from Greenville:
Lily Bay House
Kokadjo Inn
Grant Farm
Bradeen’s Camps"
Add:

"The Hermitage".

Change all references to G.N P. pass over Ripogenus to refer to Millinocket.
At Chimney Pond, no blankets save in bunkhouse.
Add 10 cent camping fee at Chimney Pond and Katahdin Stream?
19.

"A. B. Sargent" for “Hemon S. Blackwell".

20.

"Vernon Rackliff" for "Spaulding".
Insert: 135.18 m. - Folsom's Camps, Luther Folsom, The Forks, Me.
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Omit "App." and revise distance to Decker.
21, 293, 323, 328. Change reference to bus line to Robert Henry Mills at Andover. (NOTE:
1943 Supplement referred to Roger Mills.)
21.

Change 9 to 12 lean-tos.
Last three lines: reverse "Horns Pond" and "Campbell Field Campground

27.

Pagination, "2-1" omitted.

47A.

Insert Katahdin Sheet.

48.

Chapter 4 should start on right hand page.

53.

In January, 1945, Governor Baxter transferred to the State the remaining lands in the
Katahdin area previously owned by him. This conveyance was 35,554 acres.
This makes a total in the Baxter state Park of 116,288 acres. With this conveyance,
Governor Baxter by letter sets forth at length his views as to development of the region
and indicated area subject to continued lumbering operations, such as T 5 R 10 where the
Eastern Corporation retains the right to recover timber until 1965. (Legislative Record,
Jan. 10, 1945.) (Chap. 1, Private & Special laws, 1945, S.P. 44.)

53.

Baxter Park Acreage - 59,000.
Chapter 95, Special and Private Laws of 1941-2.
Special and Private Laws of 1943Northeast and southwest quarter of T.5 R.9.
Communication from Baxter.
Further conveyances by Mr. Baxter were by deed of January 12, 1942, Chapter 95 of
Private and Special Laws of 1941-2, conveying _______
acres; January 13, 1943, Chapter 1, Private and Special Laws of 1943, conveying _____
acres, and Chapter 91, Private and Special Laws of 1944, conveying 24,682 acres.
(The Eastern Corporation is permitted to cut timber on this township at any time between
1944 and 1965.)

58, 60 Refer to Katahdin Skylines at bottom of page.
59.

Pagination, “E-1” omitted.

62.

A.M.C. Trails – 18.5 m.?

64.

Situation as to Millinocket-Greenville Road.
Line 10 – 25.7 m. should be 25.9 m.

83.

Is campsite beside road to Grand Lake Dam?
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91.

Line 15 - substitute for "there is no trail around the lake.” the following: "From 1.25 m.
trail continues around west shore of lake to Bradeen’s Camps.”
Line 23 - change “l/4 m.” to Lily Pad Pond to “1/2 m.”
Strike out 7th to 10th lines from bottom of page and insert "At 1.25 m. turn sharp left.
(To right leads 100 ft. to the Sentinel or Roosevelt Mtn. Landing, so-called, on south
shore of Kidney Pond opposite Bradeen’s Camps.) Just beyond, continue ahead where
trail to right leads app. 1/2 m. around west end of Kidney Pond to Bradeen's Camp. This
is the approach to this

94.

Substitute (to replace copy, p. 3)
Kidney Pond Region
From Bradeen’s Camps on Kidney Pond, canoe routes and trails lead to outlying ponds,
mountains and places of interest. These are: (1) For York’s Camps on Daicey Pond, cross
Kidney Pond by canoe to trail at southeast end. (2) For Lily Pad Pond, cross Kidney Pond
by canoe to trail southeast of point. By crossing Lily Pad Pond and following trail from
its south shore, The Appalachian Trail on Nesowadnehunk Stream can be reached at the
Toll Dam. (3) For Sentinel Mountain, cross Kidney Pond by canoe to trail northwest of
the point. (This is 1.25 m. in Sentinel Mountain trail Trail data. (4) For Jackson Pond,
cross Kidney Pond by canoe to trail near the westerly end of the pond. By crossing
Jackson Pond by canoe, trail may be followed to Beaver and Fowler Ponds.
The start or beginning of the above mentioned trails may also be reached by a trail around
the southwest side of the Pond, which leaves Bradeen’s Camps behind the most westerly
cabin and runs as far as the trail to York’s Camps. There is no trail around the northeast
side of the Pond.
A trail leads north from Bradeen’s Camps to the south end of Rocky Pond. From its north
bank, reached by canoe crossing, trails lead to Slaughter Pond and Doubletop Mountain.
(See Doubletop Mtn. data.)

95.

Line 3 - change "Slaughter Brook" to "Nesowadnehunk Stream".
Line 8 – insert: "Trail to left leads to Draper Pond; beyond, another trail leads left toward
beaver flowage at outlet of Rocky Pond.”

103.

Line 14 – omit “(“ before “This”.

115.

Sixth line from bottom, insert: “These are the only published accounts but it is known
that in the interval it was visited by a few parties. John W. Worthington visited Klondike
Pond in 1912, coming down from the Tableland and skirting its south shore. Its location
was indicated on a map, prepared by Dr. Lore A. Rogers in 1901, which labeled the pond
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as “Merrill Pond”, taking its name from a botanist at the University of Maine, who had
made scientific visits to the Katahdin area.”
124.

Refer to Tracey’s Little Spring Brook Camps.

144.

Add: “Camps were removed in 1941.”

159.

Substitute –

O-J-I
O-J-I is reached by a trail which has two forks, leads from the Foster Campground on the
Millinocket-Greenville Road to the base of two conspicuous slides on O-J-I. Shortly after
leaving the Road, the trail forks. The right-hand fork leads to the eastern or southern
slide; this is the slide which forms the “I” slide. The left fork leads to the north of “O”
slide. A feature of the “O” slide is the very large glacial boulder.
O-J-I may also be reached by following the brook and slide between O-J-I and Mt. Coe;
leave the Millinocket-Greenville Road at the slides, 0.2 m. below Slide Dam. Another
route is a continuation along the crest of the Katahdinauguoh from Barren Mtn.
In the ravine between O-J-I and Barren Mtn. there is a substantial brook. Toward the west
end of O-J-I is a narrow ledge with projecting eroded rocks. The West Peak of O-J-I is a
rounded spur extending southwest from the main ridge toward Nesowadnehunk Stream.
Detailed Trail data from the Millinocket-Greenville Road are:
“I” Slide (south side) Trail
Distance 2 Miles (app.)
From Millinocket-Greenville Road at Foster Campground, opposite road to Bradeen’s
Camps (0 m.), proceed east toward base of O-J-I. Cross brook immediately and follow
old wood road. At app. 1/3 m. trail forks.
For South Slide, take right-hand fork, “I Slide” Trail. Follow old wood road. After app. 1
½ m., road ends; beyond, follow trail. Just before reaching wash at foot of slide, bear
right and, in few rods, reach open wash. There is no trail up the slide to the summit. This
route was cleared in 1943 and 1944.
“O” Slide (North Slide) Trail
Distance 2 Miles (app.)
Follow route to South Slide to junction at l/3 m.; here take left fork. Beyond, cross two
small brooks. Follow old wood road to its end in small opening in woods covered by
gravel from slide and a cut in stream bed. Here, app. 100 yds. north of small opening on
farther side of stream bed is an enormous glacial boulder. (By measurement, app. length
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of boulder is 73 ft., width 48 ft., height 25 ft. This boulder is not as large the Madison
boulder described in Appalachia, vol. 6, p. 6, May, 1890, but is well worth the short time
required for a visit.) From the opening, without crossing stream bed, go northeast nearly
parallel with stream bed to large open wash at foot of North Slide. To reach summit,
continue up slide. This trail was cleared in 1944.
169.

Chimney Pond situation.

170, 174, 437 Change reference to Dyer.
180-1 Capitalize “Lake”.
194

Lake should be capitalized.

212

Insert “Maine” before “Seaboard Paper Company.
Improve words “converted railroad service”.

219

Repeat Footnote 127

221

Insert “Maine” before “Seaboard Paper Company.

227

Capitalize “Pond”.
166
Fowler Ponds.—A trail has been recently opened to permit reaching the Fowler
Ponds for fishing. It leaves the Grand Lake Fire-road at _______ m., just after its crossing
of the second fork of the East Branch Penobscot. It crosses the outlet of Billfish Pond,
ascends over a spur of Billfish Mountain, skirts the north side of the small upper pond,
south side of middle pond and the north shore of the north pond, continuing to the Trout
Brook Tote-road. This has superseded the route to Fowler Ponds shown on Map No. 3.

246.

Fifth paragraph. Otter Ponds Stream (change to plural).

254.

Line 8, insert "Bingham" after P.0.

255.

Line 21. omit sentence: "The beauty - - - the shoreline".

256.

Line 24. Omit "narrow trail". Add, at end of sentence:
"Route here is much confused by lumber operations". (NOTE: Check accuracy of this
description re going around south end of Pond.)

257.

Lines 5-8. Substitute: "On far (west) side of inlet brook, Sandy Stream, take left fork and,
in 150 ft., bear left, uphill, on worn G.N P. tote-road from which Trail forked right at
O.42 m."
Line 10. Omit "slightly".
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Line l5, Omit remainder of sentence after words "sharp right".
Lines 22-27: Insert "(To right trail leads app. 1/4 m. to Arnold Point.) Descend thru
lumbered section. Take right fork at 4.75 m., leaving old trail (relocation cut in 1942 for
1/2 m.) Pass ruined lumber camps on left at 5 m.) 250 ft. farther take left fork. (Right,
wide trail, leads to shore of Pond.)"
258.

Add at end: "There is a public campground where Trail to Mt. Bigelow leaves Me.
Highway 16."

259.

Line 2 from bottom - Omit "app,".

261.

Line 6 from bottom - insert "(en route)".

263.

Line 14 — Insert: "Route here is confused by lumbering and hurricane damage. Use care
to follow blazes thru small hardwood growth."
Line 17 – Substitute: "wood road" for "trail".
Line 19. – Substitute: "road leads" for "downhill, trail is blocked by blowdowns but can
be followed”.
Line 24. - Substitute for "Beyond * * * uphill”, the following:
"Beyond, ascend steeply on worn, washed wood road. At app. 5.4 m. water is 10 yds.
down bank on right. Where wood road bears right at app. 5.6 m., continue ahead uphill
on trail; route here may be obscured by hardwood growth.
At 5.92 m. abandoned route, by way of sag at base of East Peak, comes in on left. Note
very large boulder 50 yds. to left on this route. Continue steadily uphill."

264.

Line 9 – Insert “Blue-blazed” before “trail”.

265.

2nd line from bottom: Change 1935 to 1932.

266.

Line 4 – Add: Or obtain schedule from Triangle Bus Company, Farmington, Maine.
Line 1 – Omit “via mail bus”.

266, 278, 338, 361.
268.

Change reference to bus line to Phillip C. Hodgkins, Farmington, Maine.

Line 19 – Insert: “The section between Mt. Sugarloaf and Spaulding Mtn. was very
severely damaged by the hurricane and later by windthrows following the hurricane.
Substitute for last sentence: “Follow worn tote-road, ascending.”

269.

Lines 4-7 – Substitute: "Beyond lean-to, follow trail thru section lumbered in 1940-1. Use care
here. Beyond lumbered area, follow old trail thru old burn with birch and poplar growth, ascending
steadily. Beyond 2.81 m. ascent becomes steeper.
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270.

“Mount” Abraham should be “Mt.” Abraham.

270, 344.

Change reference to Blackwell at Redington Pond.

282, 384.
Insert reference to bus line on Maine Highway 7 [should be 17]: John H. Taylor, Rumford
and Oquossoc Express Service, Frye, Maine (owner of Four Ponds Camps Association. {?}
283 and 331.

Change “Mettalak” to “Metallak”.

Old Blue elevation, 3, 615 ft., does not appear on engraved U.S.G.S. Oquossoc Sheet.
Note that trail from east at 5.82 m. south of Elephant Lean-to is not shown.
284, 286, 332. “East Branch of Black Brook” is “Clearwater Brook” on U.S.G.S. Oquossoc Sheet.
289, 325.

Add reference to Old Speck quadrangle.

295, 319.
Refer to Old Speck Quadrangle.
Indicate the height of peaks of Baldpate. East Peak is 3,820 ft; West Peak is 3,680 ft.
Give elevation for Andover—B Hill Road as 1,000 ft. and refer to fact that traverse from
east to west involves 500 ft. more climb and that while climb from highway to Baldpate
is greater than ascent from highway to Old Speck, it is spread over a greater distance.
320-2 Lean-to capacity, change 8 to 6.
334.

Bemis Brook should be Bemis Stream.

348.

Line, 12, Insert as [?] paragraph: “the section between Spaulding Mtn. and Sugarloaf was
very severely damaged by the hurricane and later by wind throws following the
hurricane,"

349.

"Mount” Abraham should be “Mt." Abraham.

350.

Line 22. Substitute for "Enter conifers, leaving burned area at 10.4 at. At 10.55 m. enter
lumbered area, descending gradually * * * 11.32 m. Trail skirts to left of old road." the
following: "Follow narrow trail. Beyond old burn, descend thru area lumbered in 1940-1.
Use care here."
At 10.89 m. turn left from trail into old road. Here is Sugarloaf Lean-to; accommodates
six people; built by CCC in 1937. Spring is 30 ft. to right. Blue-blazed trail ahead leads to
latrine. Descend worn tote-road."

351.

Line 12, Omit "via mail bus or”.
Last line. Add: "obtain schedule from Triangle Bus Company, Farmington, Me.
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355.

Line 1 - Omit ''abandoned but still traversable".

357.

Line 21 - Insert "Blue-blazed" before Trail.

358.

Line 5 - Insert before "Descend": "Fifty yds. to right on this abandoned trail is enormous
boulder."
Lines 6-9 - Insert after "worn trail":
"Route may be obscured by small growth. At app. 11.45 m. worn road crosses in on right;
follow gullied and washed road downhill. At app. 11.65 m. water is 10 yds. down bank
on left.
"At 16.75 m. turn sharp right from road into trail. (Ahead, road, former Dead River Route,
leads north, downhill, to Maine * * *.”
Line 16 – insert: "The route here is obscured by lumbering and hurricane damage. At
12.82 m., in uncut timber, abandoned route by way * * *."

363.

Line 4 - Change "10.57 m." to "10.47 m."

365.

Fifth line from bottom - Substitute for "cross", "turn sharp right from worn - -“
Lines 16-19 – Substitute:
"At 5.42 m. wide trail comes in on left. (Trail relocated here for app. 1/2 m. in 1942.)
Pass ruined lumber camps on right 250 ft. farther. At 5.72 m. old wood road comes in on
right, uphill.
"Ascend steadily. Turn sharp right from old lumber road at 6.27 m. (Here trail comes in
on left, app. 1/4 m. from Arnold Point.) Beyond, Trail leads with * * *.”

365.

Last two lines – Omit sentence.

366.

Line 13. Insert: "Route is confused by lumber operations here in 1941-2; follow close to
shore of Pond,"
Line 24. Insert "Bingham" after "P.0."

421.

Line 14. Capitalize "Lake".

432.

Capitalize "Lake” in several places.

433.

Capitalize “River”.

455.

Line 21. Insert “Bigelow Range” for “blue-blazed”.
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457.

Line 13. “head” should be “foot”.
Line 18, 19, 20. Change to read: “Route leads towards Cranberry Peak. At its base
is heavy blowdown area of 200 yds.; here bear somewhat right. Ascend steeply.”

458.

Line 1. Insert “well-worn” before “road”.
Line 2. Insert “to right” after “trail”.
Line 21. Transpose “Paint blazes begin here” to end of next sentence.

459.

Line 9. Change “west” to “east”.

471.

Note error in connection with right forks at 7.22 m. and 7.9 m.

501.

Leavitt, Walter. Katahdin Skylines. Paper No. 40, Maine Technology Experiment Station,
1942, 99 pp., 37 illus., map. A comprehensive study of Katahdin in the twentieth century.

504.

Insert: Stephenson, Jean. Impressions of the Maine Wilderness. In the Maine Woods,
1941.
Katahdin Attracting More Visitors Annually; Appalachian Club Estimates 10,000 Last
Year. Portland Sunday Telegram, February 16, 1941.
Government Survey Recognizes Sugarloaf as Maine’s Second Highest Mountain Peak.
Portland Sunday Telegram, April 6, 1941.
CCC Completes Hurricane Restoration Work on Trail. Portland Sunday Telegram,
December 8, 1940.
Katahdin Climbers Now Recorded by Appalachian Trail Conference. Portland Sunday
Telegram, July 7, 1940.
Little Known Maine Peak Scene of Recent Air Tragedy. Portland Sunday Telegram and
Sunday Press Herald, July 9, 1944. Account of Fort Mountain, scene of crash of
trans-Atlantic Plane in June, 1944.
Hallet, Richard. Appalachian Trail is a Paradise for Out-and-Out Plain Hikers. Portland
Sunday Telegram, August 16, 1942.

533.

M.H.A. – J.S. and K.S.B.

543

List “Message.”

547.

List Maine Leaflet.
Change $0.65 to $0.70.
Add: Reprint of Katahdin Section of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. Contains Katahdin Reg on Map, List of Contacts, Chapters 4 and 5, 125
pp.
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550.

Line 6. Omit “1938”.

552.

Change Pages and map references. Add $1.50 price.

561. Insert Ledge House in Index under Accommodations.
Map Corrections
Map No.
1.

Correct “Sugarloaf Mtn.” to “Mt. Sugarloaf”.

2.

Correct “Sugarloaf Mtn.” to “Mt. Sugarloaf”.

3.

Strike out path from Stephenson’s Landing to A.T.
Strike out trail from Twitchell Brook to Tumbledown Dick and Henderson’s Trail on
Twitchell Brook to Tumbledown Dick and from Little Tumbledown Dick Pond to Leavitt
Pond and from Leavitt to Big Tumbledown Dick.
Take out trail from Rabbit Pond to Turtle.
From Henderson to Long Pond Trail should be out (2).
Cross out trail from Rabbit to Long.
Cut off head of brook below Cooper Falls (?).
Change Shorey’s Camps to Richard’s Camps.
Take out Myshrall’s White House Camps.
Change trail from Mahar Campground east to a tote-road.
Drop off trail from head of Mud Pond to A.T. and change route to Henderson.

5.

Change McLeod and Call (2 places)

5,6,7. Change A.T.C. to M.A.T.C.
8.

Indicate branch road from dead River Road to near Long Falls.

10.

Remove “obscure” on Safford Brook Trail

8,10.

Remove notation “obscure” on the old Dead River route. Extend Safford Brook Road
north on this trail.
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8.

Change “Sugarloaf Mtn. Lean-to” to “Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to”.

10.

Change “Mt. Spaulding” to “Spaulding Mtn.” Add “Trail” in “Arnold Trail Inn”.

11.

Change "Sugarloaf Mtn," to “Mt. Sugarloaf”.
General Notes
Note:

"Decisions of the United States Board on Geographical Names".
7/1/40 to 6/31/41. Pago 47 (?) - Roach River not Kokadjo River.
Carry Pond Lodge – private.
Pierce Pond Mitchell Camps (closed).
Ledge House - new proprietor.

Note: Whether to list public transportation approaches, etc.
Northwest Basin -remeasure and statement re lean-to expected to be rebuilt in 1942.
1942 - A.M.C. Trail mileage was 16.075 - 15.7 plus 3/8. see 1942 Register.
Points for future guidebook checking
1, Parsons Trail correctly plotted on maps 9 and 10?
2. Conversion of Central Maine Railroad correct on 3 maps?
3. Katahdin Map. Abol and Foster Fields as campgrounds?
4. Check Four Ponds Camp Association Status and references.
5. Check reference to character of Boarstone Trail, restrictions on use, etc., in text and on
Barren—Chairback and Moxie maps.
6. Check Perham’s address - Katahdin Iron Works or Monson?
7. Check reference to Dore’s and Perham’s (p. 233) by Seaboard road.
8. Check Nahmakanta address and approaches.
9. Northwest Basin Trail remeasured – lean-to at Davis Pond rebuilt?
10. Page 124 — Reference to Tracey’s Little Spring Brook Camps.
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11. Public access to this section of the Trail is afforded by Taylor’s Bus Line which operates
between Rumford and Oquossoc. Obtain schedule from Taylor's Bus Line (John H. Taylor),
Rumford, Maine. There are two buses each way daily; the morning bus from Rumford affords
trail connection, arriving at the trail crossing at about 11:00 A.M.
Facienda
Correct reference to Wadleigh and third Debsconeag Camps.
Check all maps to eliminate White House Camps and Trail.
Note situation re Troutdale and Clifford’s Camps and Katahdin changes.
(Supervisor - Chimney Pond - Use of State Camp - Maintenance work, etc.)
Refer to Greenville-Millinocket Road as "Baxter State Park Road" and make appropriate
corrections on maps.
November 1, 1944. George Fernald to Myron Avery
Dear Commander Avery:
I got back at the office yesterday, after a week at my camp. We went in on October 21st in a
snow storm, and got about six inches of heavy, wet snow which stayed on until last Thursday,
This restricted my cruising operations, as it was difficult to get through the woods until the snow
had cleared off of the trees.
Last Friday I walked from camp over to where the Great Northern trail joins the Appalachian
trail near the foot of Nahmakanta, This road branches off from the Great Northern Road leading
to Wadleigh Farmsite just north of Musquash. I found this trail in remarkably good condition,
very few blowdowns and practically no under-brush. If I had had better walking and a little more
time, I would, have taken the Appalachian trail up to Wadleigh Farm and back, to see what the
difference in distance was.
If we can get together some time, I will be very glad to give you a more detailed report.
November 1, 1944. Myron Avery to Candidate Harold J. Dyer, 10th Company, 2nd S.T.R.,
Fort Benning, Georgia. {Other correspondence in Katahdin File.}
Dear Hal:
I have your letter of 25 October.
Congratulations upon your promotion, which is as good as an accomplished fact. It will certainly
be a great satisfaction to you to have worked your way up from the bottom.
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I have read your letter with considerable interest. I am glad indeed that I was able to transfer to
you a little bit of what I regarded to be my own personal good fortune in the way of getting back
to the woods. It was the first time in two years,
I have told Miss Stephenson, Editor of Trailway News, that the magazine follows you around
and that you find it of interest.
I appreciate your comment as to the desirability of the Trail relocation at Katahdin Stream. My
two days did not permit any chance to check the country and with Junior York back in the Army,
I am afraid that this is something which will have to lay over until either of us or both of us are
able to get back into that area. What you have outlined is certainly the answer to our problem.
There is no doubt of the necessity of the Togue Pond area becoming the control locality for the
Park. I am afraid, however, that there is little likelihood of any addition to the present area. You
perhaps know that Governor Baxter deeded his Island in Portland to the State. This, however,
carried with it the condition - and a very important one these days - that he live there for the rest
of his life tax free. One of the difficulties with the Katahdin area is the inability to present to
Governor Baxter and have him act upon an appreciation for a coordinated plan for the
development of the area. His political philosophy and insistence that Maine can handle the
problem unfortunately preclude obtaining the benefit of study of outside expert agencies.
However, it is a grand region and the respite of the past two or three years has been a real relief
in the area.
You will have noticed, of course, that the road extension is through the tract which the Governor
just gave to the state but on which the Eastern has reserved the right to lumber until 1965. I will
be interested to know what he had to pay for the land with such a reservation.
You will perhaps have noticed from the papers that Attorney General Cowan is not running for
re-election. His successor seems very much a matter of speculation.
I do not anticipate that there will be any considerable developments until next summer. You may
be sure if I am still here and learn anything of developments in the Katahdin area, I will pass on
to you what I learn.
Dictated, by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
November 2, 1944. Leona Delaware, Assistant Clerk, Maine Public Utilities Commission,
Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:Your letter of October 28th, relating to information concerning the Sandy River and Rangeley
Lakes Railroad is hereby acknowledged.
Our records disclose that said railroad was incorporated June 30, 1908 and consisted of 18.09
miles of main track and 24.42 miles of branch lines. It operated from Farmington to Phillips and
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from Strong to Carrabasset, Maine all in Franklin County. On July 8, 1923 it went into
Receivership. By decree of the Supreme Judicial Court of Maine, dated May 27, 1932, the
Receivers were permitted to discontinue further operations of the railroad on July 8, 1932 and
until further notice of the Court, but the Receivers were authorized to transport mail and express
over lines operated by said Railroad, by trucks and otherwise during the period of suspension.
Mail and express was accordingly handled from July 8, 1932 to April 16, 1933.
Trusting the above information will be of assistance to you,
November 6, 1944. Marion Park to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
When the Maine trip prospectus was issued, we said that the amount allotted for the expenses of
the trip would have to be subject to revision, depending on developments. There were factors in
the matter, such as transportation, etc., and other uncertain elements which we could not
definitely know in advance. Now that I have been able to complete my accounts, it develops that
my expenditure estimate was too conservative.
I have been delayed by reason of work from completing the adjustment of the accounts on my
return. On the basis of this adjustment, as you will see from the attached statement, there is a
deficit of $38.36. We are sorry indeed to have to ask for an additional assessment, but in view of
the uncertainties of the situation, we could not make the original estimate entirely accurate. We
trust that this late call will not occasion any embarrassment.
It seems to me that the simplest way would be to ask each person to contribute $2.00, which will
pretty nearly wipe out the deficit. In your case, you are entitled to a refund of $10.00 on account
of two less days at Daicey Pond and I am enclosing my check for $8.00 to take care of this
refund. If each person’s individual account on the reservations were checked, it might make a
few cents difference one way or the other, but I am sure that you will feel that it is not necessary
for me to go to this detailed work.
1 do not need to say that, unlike the practice of the Appalachian Mountain Club and other trips
where all of the expenses of the leaders are paid, those who have charge of P.A.T.C. and
M.A.T.C. trips always pay their full share of the expenses.
RECEIPTS
Myron H. Avery
Charles Pryor
Marion Park
Florence Nichol
Bartelina Facchina
John K. Hess
Thelma Dreis
Margaret Balcom

136.02
134.29
136.02
134.29
134.29
136.02
134.29
134.38
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Helen Devine
Jean Stephenson
Tom Meyer
Julie Powell
Elizabeth Powell
Harris Shettel
Mary Dorsey
Wm. Richardson
Wm. Arnold
Henry George
Franklin Durr
Pennsylvania Railroad Company (Refund)

136.02
136.02
30.04
136.02
136.02
136.02
53.66
136.02
136.25
136.02
136.02
30.04
$2,417.75

EXPENDITURES
Refund to Tom Meyer (unused railroad ticket)
Refund to Myron H. Avery (two days short)
Spent for Railroad Fare
Great Northern Hotel – Breakfast
Berry’s Camp
Potter’s Camp
Nahmakanta Camp
Rainbow Camp
Daicey Pond Camp
Great Northern Hotel – Dinner
Amount short

30.04
10.00
915.87
10.45
45.25
370.00
331.50
290.00
435.00
18.00

2,456.11
$ 38.36

November 7, 1944. Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
Thank you for your letter of October 28, in which you enclosed reprints of articles on Mountains
of Western Maine which were published in the Lewiston Journal.
I have checked up in our records and find that a wooden structure was erected in 1905 for a
lookout tower on Mt. Bigelow, in Dead River Plantation, Somerset County. This tower was
replaced in 1917 by a 38' steel structure. This tower is still in good repair and manned each year.
The elevation of this tower site is 4,088'. The length of trail by foot is approximately two miles.
Your inquiry has given me the idea that it would be an interesting record to have similar
information for all our mountain towers. I will plan to corporate such information in my coming
biennial report.
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November 10, 1944. Ronald L. Gower to Howard M. Goff, Chairman, A.M.C. Guidebook
Committee, “Copy for Your Information” from Dave [S.?]
Dear Howie:Thank you for your letter of the 25th with enclosure of copy of letter from Myron Avery. I have
given both close scrutiny and careful thought. The subject matter is not new. Prior to the
publishing of the present edition of the Katahdin Guide (1938), Avery made every effort to
persuade the Club to abandon the Guide, even to having the matter brought to the attention of the
Council where it was voted down with gusto and unanimously, as I recall it; and this was years
before we had any definite commitments (as we now have), such as trails, shelter, signs, etc.
Before taking up Avery’s letter in detail, may I reply to yours. I think it would be time well spent
to ascertain from Charlie Morse just why he and Avery did not get along. In this connection it
would afford you a liberal education, particularly in Club history of the past 15 years, also to
contact Dean Peabody, Bob Underhill, Arthur Comey, Ruth Hardy, Christine Reid Orcutt,
George Outerbridge, Adelaide Meserve and others whose names can readily be furnished, as to
why they too have been unable to get along with Avery. I am glad that up to date you have had
no friction in that quarter. The Chairman of the Guidebook Committee presents a shining mark to
Avery’s eyes. Remember the old saying,"Beware the Greeks bearing gifts!”
My attention has been attracted by the sentence in your letter, “and it may be that his idea of
competing publications that have to do with this region entirely under his control may have some
merit.” The only part of the mountain which is even touched by the trail which he regards as
being "under his control" is the 5.2 miles of the SW spur traversed by the AT. This is connected
to the AT by another 5 miles of trail which takes it out to the Baxter State Park boundary and out
of discussion. This 5.2 mile trail was laid out by old Irving Hunt, a woodsman, guide and
campowner, about 1890 and was therefore in existence and much used for nearly 40 years before
Avery became interested in the AT. The lower part of the trail was relocated by the C.C.C. about
9 years ago. The Club has described this trail in our Guide from 1917 on, at which time the first
Katahdin Chapter in the White Mountain Guide was started. The trail, which is still officially
known by the Baxter State Park Authority as the "Hunt Trail" (the name everyone else calls it
locally, and always have) was utilized by the Appalachian Trail Conference in ascending the
mountain. The “Maine Appalachian Trail Club" is a group of perhaps 30 consisting of a few
Maine guides and campowners, but mostly out-of-Staters with a heavy preponderance in favor of
residents of Maryland, Virginia and D.C., so the name is a bit of a misnomer and is intended to
lend local color to an undertaking (the AT) which Avery wishes to have it appear is a Maine
project, but which actually pitifully few Maine residents are sufficiently interested in to lend any
sort of support. I was for some time a member (membership being conferred for outstanding
service to the AT in Maine) until violent differences in opinion on the issue of Avery’s Katahdin
National Park, led to me being "read out of the party”.
In fact, this fact of the lukewarm support of the continuity of the AT has led many thoughtful persons to
question its worth. There are any quantity of people and organizations, like our own, who are deeply
interested in a particular mountain region and who will either work on trails and shelters or else support such
work by others, but the idea of connecting these up by a trail which runs through great stretches of very
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ordinary marginal land requires the whipcracking in which Avery has become an expert. After all, why not
have good trails backed by local organizations in areas which are worth it and let it go at that? Who wants to
trot 2050 miles and how many have done any substantial part of it? I do not know of more than five people
who have done the entire trail. My point is that it is an entirely artificial conception which must be bolstered
up only by the most high-pressure methods and the maintenance of which is going to be virtually impossible,
unless Avery can succeed in unloading it on the States or the Federal Government, which he has tried,
unsuccessfully for the most part, to do. As Sterling Edwards reiterates, it’s a fine trail on paper, but just try to
follow it! I do not predict a long life for the AT as a whole.
I have wandered far from the question of the "region entirely under his control". Why should we discontinue
this Hunt trail, the one trail in the entire Katahdin system which is controlled by the AT? On the other hand,
the AT Guide describes all of the Club’s 10 trails here, so it would appear that the same rule doesn’t work
both ways! We have not complained about them affording us competition, nor have we tried to highpressure the AT into discontinuing the publication of all the Katahdin description they can afford to print.
Now to Avery’s letter: he dwells on overlapping, but neglects to say who overlaps, and also neglects to state
in all fairness that the AMC was describing this region before Benton MacKaye ever gave birth to the idea
of the AT. It was Judge Perkin’s (an AMC member of the Connecticut Chapter who kept alive the feeble
spark of the AT between about 1922 and 1930 when Avery took over) idea the AT was to start at the White
Mountains.
The next point is scope. It is true that the AT chapter on Katahdin contains 123 pages against the AMC
Guide’s 42. Please note however, that the introduction to our Guide states, "This Guide is intended for field
use as a pathfinder, and extended historical references and descriptions of views are therefore omitted." In
analyzing the AT chapter I find 11 pages of General Introduction, 5 on Historical Resume and Precautions
and 44 pages given over to the description of ways to get through the back country, none of which are
marked or signed, several of which do not exist today and others of which are so obscure as to be hazardous
to follow for the average walker. Much of the remaining 63 pages are used in giving trail data in both
directions. In looking over our White Mountain Guide, I do not find trails described in both directions (there
may be some but I have not happened to see them), and as the format of the smaller Guide was patterned
after the larger, I assumed that this is the way the Club wants it done. The result, boiled down, gives the real
meat of the AT Chapter contained in approximately the same compass as our own. On the other hand, this
enlarged scope has its drawbacks. If one has the full Guide to the AT in Maine, I have found it not an easy
job to remove and replace the pages needed for a particular trip, and I am especially fearful that the brass
binder top will break off under repeated opening and closing [?? illegible copy] real feature of this guide.
(As a result, I do not advocate this system.) Unless one does remove the pages, it means carrying around in
the rucksack 1 ½ lbs. of Guidebook. The page width of both the AT Guides are too wide for the average
pocket, while our slender and narrow volume slips in well and weighs 2 ounces. Anyone going to Katahdin
particularly, is bound to be heavily laden enough without lugging 1 1/2 lbs. of Guidebook! If
however, the Committee wishes to enlarge our Guide, I can readily produce an interesting and
highly informative volume that will be twice the size of the AT Katahdin chapter---but to what
purpose? (In leafing through their Guide I noted references to our Guide on page 58 and 60-61,
both of which imply that its publication has ceased!)
Coming to his fourth paragraph, I fail to see what maintaining the AT across Maine has to do
with the matter under discussion. As a matter of fact, the AMC is a member-body of the ATC
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and has contributed to its support for many years. (I often times think it is like sending oil and
scrap iron to the Japs was!)
Our Guide has been kept up to date by supplements and is not obsolete (unless you also regard
our White Mountain Guide as also obsolete). It has been our custom to bring out a new edition of
the Katahdin Guide every five years, as changes do not occur as often there as in the White
Mountains and other more travelled regions. Avery knows full well why neither the Katahdin
Guide nor the White Mountain Guide were republished in 1943.
Our Club is not hampering anybody’s efforts "to distribute full information on "Maine”.
Anybody can do what they like in this field and so can we. And how about competition? Our
Guide had been published 17 years before the first AT Maine Guide came out. Their first two
editions advised the reader to buy the AMC Katahdin Guide and map for details on Katahdin, but
later---after the argument over the moribund Katahdin National Park---their third edition (1939)
contained their own Katahdin trails chapter. So, after 22 years ours being the sole Guide in this
region, they come along with their Guide and now cry about competition because we have not
laid down at their bidding and abandoned our Guide, in five years! I wonder what the underlying
reasons are? Do you suppose that any of them could be personal? Or that they had their origin in
the differences of opinion as to the National Park? Or that they rely upon the sale of their Guides
to furnish them with the bulk of their income and wish to increase same at our expense? Or that
by hoping to be the only Guide to the region they can force us to name trails according to their
ideas (they being the only public descriptionists) influence our decisions in this region by
holding the bottleneck on information going to the users of the trails and otherwise introduce a
finger in the Katahdin pie which neither Baxter nor the Park Authority wish them to have?
One of Avery’s most used weapons down through the years, has been his constant employment
of generalized, innocent appearing phrases that convey the misinformation which he either dares
not, or chooses not to actually state. In his letter to you, the overall impression is that of an
expression of restrained righteous indignation at the attempts of a relatively new, unknown and
unimportant factor (the AMC) offering unfair competition to the unreproachable efforts of a long
established and quite superior regime—a sort of invasion of rights. Let’s look at the record: it is
evident, from a perusal of early Club records, that members to be of the Club had been interested
in and had visited the Katahdin region even prior to the establishment of the Club in 1872. Soon
after this, we read in Vol. I of APPALACHIA of explorations and mapping commenced, leading
to the first Club excursion to the mountain in 1887, over 57 years ago. Part of the existing Great
Basin trail is a section of the original Appalachian Trail (you see the name even, was Club
property) cut for the Club at that time and called for many years the Appalachian Trail by both
local woodsmen and the Club. APPALACHIA is full of articles and notes on Katahdin from
before 1887 to date. August Camp has been there twice (1916 and 1923) and countless Club
excursions have enjoyed the mountain (I have led between 15 and 20 of them) of late years. Club
members from the days of the Club’s founding have explored, geologized, botanized, ecologized,
tramped, rockclimbed, cut and maintained trails, painted and posted innumerable signs, built
shelters and skied all over the area, (as well as making the only map that was at all accurate for
many years, and have written voluminously about it. On the other hand, the AT did not become
concerned about Katahdin until about 1933, the year they added the Hunt trail to the AT. In a
history of 12 years they wish it to appear that their influence and efforts outweigh 57 years and
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they would like, therefore, their Guide to fall heir to whatever reputation and good will the name
Appalachian conveys.
Of course we must realize in all this that the AT has become, perhaps, the most important thing
in Avery’s life. All other values seem to be decided, not on their own merits or rights, but by
what effect they will have on the AT. It’s a sort of a ’’love me, love my dog.” Sterling Edwards,
whose “Trips along the AT” offer the only place wherein those who wish to comment upon the
AT and related subjects, may do so, writes, "personal aggrandizement appears a larger factor in
Avery’s demands than what is best for the AT”, and also, "Clearly the 5.2 miles of AT up to
Baxter Peak do not warrant the Chairman (Avery) in believing that the Katahdin area is his own
bailiwick.” I left a couple of copies of Edward’s "Trips" at our office, and while much of the
material deals with the AT outside of New England, I hope you found it worthwhile reading.
Edward’s was an early member of the AT hierarchy and painted the signs for years, but being a
person of independent ideas, having a mind of his own and refusing to support those practices in
which he did not believe, he was dispensed with.
It is true that Katahdin cannot be omitted from mention in the AT Guide to Maine--neither can
the White Mountains, but they do not find it necessary (or prudent?) to publish a "competing"
AT Guide to the AT in New Hampshire, yet. This idea may seem fantastic to you now, but in
years to come, when under the perpetual Chairman’s domination they have acquired the
necessary funds and information, they will. Do not for a moment believe that regard for the
AMC or ethical standards will delay this for five minutes. The present effort is the entering
wedge. Even now, other pressure is being exerted on Paul Jenks to have our Katahdin signs bear
references (to be dictated by them) to the AT, and their demands that the AT in New Hampshire
be white-blazed will be another step in the program. I have watched Myron’s career for years.
We used to be good friends and he has stayed at my house. He was a loyal AMC member, but
since his efforts (and they have been vigorous, well directed and beautifully organized and
publicized) to build the AT attracted widening attention and he became the self-appointed
Chairman of the Board of Managers of the Appalachian Trail Conference, he has become
increasingly eager for more and more power, and resents the existence of those eastern outing
clubs whose policies he cannot control or largely influence. He feels he is indispensable and that
only his ideas are correct. He does not tolerate those who do not subscribe to the idea that in his
case, “the king can do no wrong”. The AMC has more than once crossed his path, and has stood
like a rock against some of his pet projects, and many of its members have personally opposed
him in various matters. He does not forget.
To go on with his letter: of course we describe a trail (but not a"system" as he states) which we
do not maintain. What is wrong with that? If we took from our White Mountain Guide the
descriptions of all the trails we do not maintain, how much would there be left, and what sort of a
guide would it be from a continuity standpoint and as a help to the tramper? What a silly
statement---and turn the tables and what do we find: the AT Katahdin chapter describes 10 of our
trails for every 1 of theirs which we describe, and moreover all the other trails, roads and ways
which it describes are likewise not maintained by the AT. I fail to detect the cogency of this
statement of his.
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In his next statement the "paraphrasing" exists only in Myron’s own mind; I’ll leave it up to you.
I have just finished reading both texts. Two people describing the same road will sometimes hit
upon similar phrases, that is to be expected, but beyond that the wording is quite dissimilar. But,
speaking of paraphrasing, permission, copyright and acknowledgement, I refer you to the first
edition of the AT Maine Guide, copy of which is in your hands. You will note that the entire
Katahdin section was lifted bodily from our 1933 Guide with practically no change at all. I do
not recall that any permission for this was ever requested nor granted, and I seem not to find any
words of acknowledgement either, and our volume was also copyrighted.
Now as to measurements: on the principal approach to the mountain (Millinocket tote road) our
distances have always started from the railroad station and theirs from the center of town, hence
the figures are not similar. On the mountain I have run the Club measuring wheel all over the
trails and have many witnesses as well as snapshots to prove this. Incidentally I made my South
Branch trail measurements available to Myron who lacked them. Speaking of measurements,
Club members Comey, Buck and Williamson measured these trails long before either Avery or I
(see APPALACHIA, Dec. 1940 pp. 212-219), and as Buck and Comey were workers together on
the Club’s Katahdin Guide (the latter being its editor) these measurements became available to
the Katahdin sub-committee down through the years. For Avery to intimate that he first
accurately measured the Katahdin trails is just another misstatement.
To sum up, it is quite evident that Avery did not expect that his letter would ever be seen by me,
else he would not have laid himself open at so many points.
In closing I wish briefly to sketch the major reason for Myron’ s bitterness toward the AMC and
myself in particular. Up to 1937 his relations with many of the Club’s members and officers
could hardly have been described as friendly, but when in that year he and the ATC vigorously
supported the idea of a National Park at Katahdin as outlined in Brewster’s bill (HR 6599) which
it is said was drawn up by Avery, he encountered strong opposition. The bill provided no funds
with which to purchase land, and it was obvious from the outset that its primary purpose was to
grab off the small 6000-acre beginning of a State Park which Ex.-Gov. Baxter had bought and
which he had presented to the State. How the rest of this grandiose idea was to be financed was
not indicated, and has remained a secret to this day. From the outset, the Club officially backed
Baxter in his idea for a State Park. Perhaps the background for these divergent opinions lay in the
idealogical differences of those involved: Avery has long been a government employee and
doubtless thinks that the government should run everything. On the other hand, conservative
New England opinion as represented by the Council preferred to give Mr. Baxter a chance to buy
the land with his own money if he so desired and give it to the State. We had already had
conferences with Baxter and know what his ideas were in this connection. Club members
aroused anti-National Park sentiment among other outdoor organizations and the protests
received by the Congressional Committee on Public Lands didn't help the bill any---as a matter
of fact it was never reported out of Committee. Since then, Mr. Baxter has created a fine, large
State Park at Katahdin, and is very grateful to the Club for their steadfast help in the time of his
need. Needless to say, Avery’s stand did not make him popular with either Mr. Baxter or with
the members of the Baxter State Park Authority. The groundwork is laid for increasing influence
on the part of the Club at Katahdin. I hope we shall not miss our chance or fumble the ball,
particularly by playing into Avery’s hands. I have just requested the Committee on Hut, Camp &

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

119

Trail Extensions to look with favor upon the idea of taking over another trail there---the old
Tracy trail from Caribou Spring 7 miles north to the Wassataquoik tote road. This will give us all
the existing trails on the mountain, except the Hunt (AT) trail, and the Great Basin trail which we
do not want, as it is a ’’general approach" trail similar to the Tuckerman Ravine trail in purpose
(altho not in popularity—thank God!)
Of course Avery will never forgive the Club (and me personally) for the National Park stand.
I regret that it has become necessary for me to reply to your perfectly innocent letter at such
length and with such vigor, but this is a matter of far reaching importance. As the years pass and
Club members who wish more continuous and extensive wilderness than the New Hampshire
mountains can afford, turn to Katahdin, it is to be hoped that they will find Club facilities there,
Club trails, Club signs, Club shelters Club hut or huts and a Club Guidebook!
November 11, 1944. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Raymond:
I wrote you a little while back, asking the date of the building of the firetower on Mt. Bigelow.
This was in connection with the article which I was preparing on Mt. Bigelow. I hope checking
this record has not caused too much trouble.
Earlier I asked if there was a map of the Bigelow area, thinking it might contain some interesting
data. On looking over my map collection, I found that I had a blueprint from page 18 of your
Plan Book No. 1, which showed the boundaries of the Bingham purchase. This shows Bigelow
spelled as “Biglow” in 1792, a very early usage. My blueprint is folded so that it cannot be used
for a cut. Accordingly 1 am asking if it would be possible to have another copy of this plan made
and sent to me unfolded, so that 1 could use it for that purpose.
I trust that these requests will not involve too much difficulty but I am sure that you will be
interested in having the history of the Mt. Bigelow area made a matter of record.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
November 11, 1944. Myron Avery to George M. Fernald, 61 Winthrop Street, West Newton,
Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Fernald:
Thank you for your letter of November 1st. It is hard to appreciate down here that there is snow
in the woods.
We are much obliged to you for having taken the time to scout out the old route from Musquash
to Prentiss Valley. I am glad to know that it is in such excellent shape. From where the A.T.
turns north on the Prentiss Valley Road, I followed the old road up a short distance last summer.
I did not get up as far as the lumber camp.
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Apparently the question mark now is the condition of the old road between Musquash and
Wadleigh Farmsite. 1 believe that you wrote me that you came over it this summer in going to
Nahmakanta and that it is in good order. It may well be that the proposed shift of the Trail route
will not involve too much difficulty.
I shall count on seeing you when I am next in Boston.
Dictated by Commander Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
November 11, 1944. Myron Avery to John P. Fox, Secretary, City Club of New York,
Hotel Russell, 345 Madison Avenue, New York City.
Dear Mr. Fox:
We have sent to you under separate cover a copy of the last edition of the Maine Guidebook,
together with the Supplements. You will note the references to the situation at Andover. I duly
arrived safely at Washington with the treasury of the box of negatives. We are engaged in
checking them at the present time and arranging to obtain prints.
1 noticed from the card index references to Bowlan trip in 1919 and 1920. There was a sporting
camp in this neighborhood on the Penobscot East Branch. 1 Judge that this was a later trip made
by your brother.
The photographs of the trees which are scattered through the collection are outstanding.
In due course we shall have these properly labeled and placed in a safe depository.
My article on Church will appear in December 1944 Appalachia and I will, of course, see that
you receive a copy of the item on Katahdin photographers into which I am working this
Hallowell material.
I should have made notes of what you told me with respect to Hallowell. I am enclosing a rough
copy of this information and I trust that it will not be too much of an imposition to ask you to
correct any errors of statement which I may have made.
I enjoyed very much our discussion of the possibilities of the Utopia in the Andover area. I am
looking forward to seeing you when I am next in New York.
Copy in Katahdin file
{Copy shown Dr. Rogers}
{Copy in Katahdin and Kennebec River File 93.}
November 3, 1944.
NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH JOHN P. FOX
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WITH RESPECT TO GEORGE H. HALLOWELL
Hallowell was adopted by a well-to-do Boston family. He married a woman very considerably
his junior in years. She was the daughter of one of the pioneers in the White Mountains of the
Crawford family. Later in life, Mrs. Hallowell with Hallowell's son left Hallowell and went to
California. Hallowell suffered reverses later in life and was much addicted to liquor. After
several years he finally regained control.
Hallowell made several trips to the Katahdin area. Some of these were made with George Fox
who died in 1929. Mr. Fox with a Judge Duff of Boston acted as Hallowell’s executor. His will
is probably probated in Suffolk County. Mr. John Fox had no knowledge of the Hallowell
paintings. He said there were a great many, as Hallowell had a disinclination to sell his paintings.
Hallowell’s sister, who lived in France, was thought to have collected his paintings after his
death and thinking that they may have a great deal of money value, probably took them with her
to France. An effort should be made to trace these paintings. Mr. Fox thought that there was a
notice of Hallowell in Who's Who. This should be checked. Mr. Fox thought that Hallowell was
in Katahdin in 1903 at the time of the Wassataquoik fire and the party was obliged to take refuge
in the river. Also, one of the index cards refers to a Wassataquoik log drive in 1903.
Hallowell spent a great deal of time in the White Mountains and had a summer home at
Whitefield. This was where he met his wife who was seventeen when he married her.
Some of the negatives are of Hallowell’s wedding trip to Dalmatia and Europe. Mr. Fox recalled
what he had told of the ascent of Katahdin by the Hallowell party. Many of the negatives show
the Knife-Edge and the Basin area. There is also negative of Katahdin from Katahdin Lake.
There are some negatives showing Hallowell smoking a pipe.
Hallowell was cared for in his last illness by Mrs. Stimson, who lives outside of Boston. Mr. Fox
will locate her address and it may be that she can throw some light on the Hallowell Katahdin
connection. He died of cancer in 19_.
The negatives had been contained in the house of George Fox at Andover and were brought to
the attention of Mr. John Fox about two years ago.
November 16, 1944. Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
In response to your letter of November 11, I am sending you under separate cover the blueprint
of the Bigelow area. As requested by you, I am sending this rolled, not folded.
November 20, 1944. Unsigned Postcard, apparently to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Mrs. Merris has a Bell & Howell projector which will take a 2000 ft. reel, also a Kodachrome
projector and is interested. Mondays and Tuesdays are bad nights for her. Her father is in

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

122

hospital with coronary thrombosis so the more advance notice we have the better. Since there are
half a dozen people we’d like to have see them we hope you’ll be pretty sure when you fix the
date. (Of course we know the Navy’s demands—but we’ve also known sailors). Can’t you bring
Franklin’s movies or would they be too cumbersome. I need some help in tagging my pictures
too.
Margaret B invited me to the “showing” a couple of weeks ago so it looks as if I had 1 friend.
Don’t get so [?] because this is a post card. It’ll raise your blood pressure 40 points. Be calm.
November, 1944.

1945
SUPPLEMENT TO
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
{Corrected}
General

The Appalachian Trail from Yoke Ponds to Katahdin Stream Campsite (52 m.) was recleared
and repainted by a Maine Appalachian Trail Club work crew in August-September, 1944. Minor
relocations were made on the north shore of Lower Joe Mary Lake and on Potaywadjo Ridge to
avoid beaver flowages and storm damage.
The blue-blazed Potaywadjo Ridge, Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk and Joe Mary Mtn. side trails
were recleared and repainted. There is now a Coast and Geodetic Survey tower on the top of Joe
Mary Mtn.; while this trail was not recleared to standard, it is readily passable.
The former convenient one-day schedule over The Appalachian Trail in Maine from sporting
camp to sporting camp has been affected by the closing of the White House Camps and the
closing of Clifford's main camps on Rainbow Lake; the camps at Rainbow Dam are being
operated. It is suggested that between Daicey Pond and Rainbow Lake, travelers use the
Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail, after making very positive arrangements to be met on the north
shore of the Lake. It is imperative that there be no misunderstanding on this score. The route to
Rainbow Lake from the Penobscot West Branch over The Appalachian Trail, partly over old
tote-roads, is now ingrown, much washed, and involves strenuous exertion.
Between Nahmakanta and Joe Mary Lakes parties should arrange to be met at the foot of
Nahmakanta Lake.
{File 142}
{Copy JS, Headquarters (2), File 93, Original Leather Folder}
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Travelers in Maine may expect to experience difficulties thru small bushes, growth and beaver
flowages and should be adequately prepared for the conditions to be encountered until regular
Trail maintenance can be resumed.
Sporting Camp rates have materially increased; they now vary from $5.00 to $5.50 per day.
Consult camp proprietors for the particular rate.
Only the Moxie Bald and Mt. Bigelow Firetowers were regularly manned in 1944. It is not
expected that White Cap, Pleasant Pond and Saddleback towers will be manned in 1945, unless
weather conditions make it necessary.
These Supplements are automatically sent to all purchasers of the Maine Guidebook, whose
addresses are recorded with the Conference. By reason of brevity, not all items in the 1942, 1943
and 1944 Supplements have been repeated here; Guidebook purchasers, who do not have these
sheets, should advise the Conference.
The following new topographic maps have been issued for Maine: Sebec and Old Speck.
The White House Camps and the side trail to White House Camps should be eliminated from all
maps.
There was no maintenance on the Trail in Maine in 1944 except for the 52 miles from Yoke
Ponds to Katahdin, on the Moxie Bald and in the West Carry Ponds area. This 52 mile section is
particularly recommended for 1945 travelers, with the suggestion that they spend an additional
day at each camp, to take advantage of the local opportunities.
The locality of the 1945 Maine Appalachian Trail Club trip has not been announced. As these
trips occur in late August and September, travelers earlier in the year do not benefit from the
resulting trail improvements.
Revised Guidebook Pages
By reason of changed conditions, in keeping with the announcement for maintaining this
Guidebook current, the following revised pages are attached:
Sections 4 and 5, North to South, Pages 187 to 194, inclusive;
Sections 4 and 5, South to North, Pages 417 to 426, inclusive;
Pages 19-20. These represent the current situation with respect to public accommodations.
These constitute the first revised pages of the Guidebook.
*****
Guidebook Corrections
Page 21: omit the West Branch Lean-to (burned).
Page 21: The distances for the Horns Pond and Campbell Field Lean-tos are transposed.
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Pages 21, 293, 323, 328: There are no public accommodations in Andover at the present time.
Public transportation in Andover can be arranged for thru Roger Mills.
Page 54: Ex-Governor Percival P. Baxter, at the 1944 Special Session of the Maine Legislature,
donated an additional 22,702 acres to the Baxter State Park. This grant was T.5 R.10 but the
landowner (Eastern Corporation) has the right to continue lumber operations until 1965. This
makes a total of 70,898 acres in State ownership.
Page 62: The 18.5 miles of trail at Katahdin maintained by the A.M.C. were in good condition in
1944. However, the 1-1/2 m., from the end of the automobile road to Basin Ponds, was very
much ingrown by bushes, much gullied and decidedly rough.
Pages 64 and 66: From Windy Pitch the upper part of the Miillinocket-Basin Ponds Road is
much washed and in very bad condition.
Pages 66 und 167: For transportation to Katahdin from Millinocket, communicate with Elmer
Woodworth, Millinocket, Maine. The rate to Roaring Brook from Millinocket is $16.00 per trip.
Pages 81-3; 135-9: The Grand Lake Fire-road has been extended beyond Grand Lake along the
old Trout Brook Tote-road. This road, passable by automobile in 1944, had reached Black Brook
Farm, at 8.9 m. beyond Trout Brook (p. 138). Further developments will depend upon lumbering
operations which are now current.
Page 83. Albert C. Foster, P.O. Patten, Maine, has taken over the Matagamon Lake Camps on
the north shore of Matagamon Lake. Foster’s Camps, referred to at page 83, near the dam, have
been abandoned.
Page 106. The Cathedral Trail is marked by yellow rather than by blue paint blazes.
Page 115. The lean-to in the Northwest Basin has been rebuilt by the Appalachian Mountain
Club.
Pago 159. There are now trails to the base of the slides on O-J-I from the Millinocket-Greenville
Road. Detailed trail data from the Millinocket-Greenville Road are:
"I Slide" (South slide) Trail
Distance 8 Miles (app.)
From Millinocket-Greenville Road at Foster Campground, opposite road to Bradeen’s Camps (0.
m.), proceed east toward the base of O-J-I. Cross brook immediately and follow old wood road.
At app. 1/3 m. trail forks.
For South Slide, take right-hand fork, "I Slide" Trail. Follow old wood road. After app. 1-1/2 m.,
road ends; beyond, follow trail. Just before reaching wash at foot of slide, bear right and, in a few
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rods, reach open wash. There is no trail up the slide to the summit. This route was cleared in
1943 and 1944.
"0 Slide” (North Slide) Trail
Distance 2 Miles (app.)
Follow route to South Slide to junction at l/3 m.; here take left fork. Beyond, cross two small
brooks. Follow old wood road to its end in small opening in woods covered by gravel from slide
and a cut in stream bed. Here, app. 100 yds. north of small opening on farther side of stream bed
is an enormous glacial boulder. (By measurement, app. length of boulder is 73 ft., width 48 ft.,
height 25 ft. This boulder is not as large the Madison boulder described in Appalachia, vol. 6, p.
6, May, 1890, but is well worth the short time required for a visit.) From the opening, without
crossing stream bed, go northeast nearly parallel with stream bed to large open wash at foot of
North Slide. This trail was cleared in 1944. To reach summit, continue up slide.
Page 163: The Traveler: The Appalachian Mountain Club had a camp In September, 1944, at the
head of Upper South Branch Pond. The route along the east shore of the Ponds was recleared and
some work was done on the old trail to McDonald’s Bowlin Camps (closed—1944) which passes
thru Traveler Gap.
Page 169: There was a custodian at the camp at Roaring Brook, at the terminus of the road, in
1944. No one was stationed at Chimney Pond. There was very little travel to this section of the
mountain. Some of the older lean-tos at Chimney Pond have been torn down. Both of the camps
are locked and closed. It is anticipated that the situation will remain the same through 1945. The
State employee at Chimney Pond was Lionel La Fond. The State expects little use of the
Katahdin area during the war.
Page 170. Katahdin Stream Campsite was in charge of Fred Pitman in 1944.
Page 173. The Appalachian Trail Conference signs on the summit of Katahdin were renewed and
a new and larger registration cylinder was installed. During 1944, 395 people registered in the
A.T.C. cylinder up to September 5th and 295 in 1943. See Appalachian Trailway News for
September, 1944, page 32.
Pages 204 and 411: A bad beaver flowage has been reported between Logan Brook and Third
West Branch Pond.
Page 215: There has been no further lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range since the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club trip in 1943. The Trail now temporarily passes below the high point on
Third Mountain (Monument Peak) and therein differs from the Guidebook description.
Pages 233 and 379: The Appalachian Trail from Moxie Mountain west to Pleasant Pond
Mountain thru the fire-killed section was mowed and put in excellent condition in 1944.
Pages 263 and 358: The route between Little Bigelow and the East Peak was relocated in 1942 to
follow the original trail connection in this section, as described in the Guidebook. The route from
the "round barn" on Maine Highway 16 affords an approach to the Trail at this point; it is well
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cleared. The uncleared 1/2 m. of trail between Little Bigelow and the East Peak of Bigelow was
recleared in 1943. {The east end of Little Bigelow is overgrown}
Pages 267 and 347: The section of Trail between Sugarloaf Mtn. and Orbeton Stream has been
declared impassable, due to hurricane damage and detour signs posted.
Pages 273-293 and 325-345: The 40-mile section between Saddleback and Andover-B Hill Road,
maintained by the Bates College Outing Club, will not receive maintenance during 1945. The
situation with respect to the non- availability of the college students, together with transportation
restrictions, has precluded the Bates College Outing Club from making its annual maintenance
trip. These sections had been worked over thoroughly each year and no difficulty should be
experienced in traversing them except for the annual growth of grass and raspberry bushes.
Pages 202 and 334: Appalachian Trail travelers in Western Maine will be interested to know that
there is now available bus service from the railroad at Rumford to the Trail at Me. Highway 17.
Schedules nay be obtained from Taylor’s Bus Service, Rumford, Maine,
****
Accommodations
The situation, with respect to accommodations, is as follows:
Note the elimination of the White House Camps.
The following camps are not in operation during 1945:
Togue Pond Camps (parties, providing their own food, may find accommodations here).
Berry’s Yoke Pond Camps (?);
The Ledge House;
Redington Pond Camps.
Carry Pond Camps were operated in 1944.
*** * *
Correspondence with the Editor of this Guidebook should be addressed to Commander Myron H.
Avery, Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 800 Seventeenth Street, N.W.,
Washington 6, D.C.
December 12, 1944. Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to
The Honorable The Attorney General, Portland, Maine.
Dear Sir:
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As perhaps you are aware, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is the publisher of Guide To The
Appalachian Trail In Maine and of a reprint from this Guide entitled "Katahdin”.
The provisions of the Maine Guide and Fire Laws are the subject of considerable inquiry from
those unacquainted with the area. For this reason the situation, as well as monitions as to care for
fire in the woods, are set forth in detail in this Guide.
As we are under the impression that a copy is available in the office of the Attorney General, we
are not forwarding an additional copy. We refer, however, particularly to pp. 8 and 4.
We are having prepared an article for publication in Appalachian Trailway News, outlining the
guide and fire laws and explaining their purpose. It seems important to do this, as each year more
and more persons are turning to the woods and mountains of Maine for recreation. It is, of course,
quite essential that this article be accurate and up to date in every respect. In it we will endeavor
to answer all the questions that have come to us and to distinguish those types of use which are
not within the guide and fire laws.
We endeavor to possess correct and accurate information on the application of the fire laws. For
instance, we are aware that your Department has ruled that the use of Primus stoves is a violation
of the fire statutes.
The current issue of Appalachia, the journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club, carries with it a
suggestion which has already brought us some inquiries. The author of an article describing a
camping trip at South Branch Ponds in The Traveler region, of some twenty-two non-residents,
at p. 245 writes as follows:
"Then an Army field range, vintage of 1917, was set up, which had been brought in in
case the drought had persisted and prevented the building of any open fires (the Governor
had by proclamation officially closed the woods August 16th)."
We have forwarded a copy of the magazine so you may see the full import of the article.
This article creates the impression that use of a portable stove is not within the fire ban or the
provisions of the Guide Law. We would have assumed that the use of a portable field stove could
not be distinguished from the use of a Primus stove. In any event, the suggestion of the use of a
portable camp stove or an enclosed fire offers a method of evading completely what was thought
to be the primary objective of the statute, that is, the building of fires.
Very naturally, to deal with the inquiries that have reached us, and to have the article complete,
we would like to be in a position to say whether such practice relieves the parties from the ban of
the fire statutes or the Maine Guide Law. We do not know the manner in which your Department
is disposed to answer such inquiries or whether an official ruling could be had on the propriety of
the procedure here described. If the procedure is prohibited, as we would have assumed, we
believe it would be very salutary, in the interests of fire protection, to give publicity to the
illegality of the practice. To that end we have brought this situation to your attention and trust we
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may be permitted to say whether in the opinion of the State authorities such practice is proper or
improper.
I would also call your attention to the report of work (on pp. 252-254) on The Appalachian Trail
by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Since its activities covered the same period as The
Traveler incident, perhaps I should say that this party was based on sporting camps and its
activities were in full compliance with the fire ban and guide laws.
Copy to Forest Commissioner Raymond A. Rendall
December 14, 1944. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Received your nice letter and certainly could use tools you speak of.
I fixed a log and wire on Cooper Brook on your trail and will try and build a better bridge this
winter or spring.
I loaned the maps of Katahdin to East Branch Pleasant River you sent me and the hunters carried
them home. I would like another if they are for sale.
Bear are very plentiful and still out. Amos found 2 dens this fall and we intend to visit them
some time to get some bear fat.
December 28, 1944. Myron Avery to Mr. E. B. Draper, 152 Chapman St., Canton, Mass.
Dear E.B.:
That certainly was a most delightful evening and one which I will hope to experience again.
May I take advantage of our long acquaintance to make a suggestion which I hope you will not
take to be presumptuous but which is certainly none of my business.
You spoke of giving oral directions to your family to send your Katahdin material to the Maine
State Library. Why not put the matter beyond possible mischance by making it a codicil to your
will. It may prove a welcome suggestion to those who have to dispose of our personal affairs.
I am frank to say I am starting on a deliberate campaign to round up this historic Katahdin
material and have it wind up in the Maine State Library as a permanent collection.
{Copy Katahdin File, Photograph File}
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Stan:
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1 certainly appreciated your taking the trouble to come to the train in December. I am only sorry
that we did not have more time to talk of matters of mutual interest. I hope you will let us know
the progress you make in the way of publishing your book. Appalachian Trailway News, if it is
still functioning, will be glad to carry the first word of its appearance.
You spoke of the possibility of exhibiting the Maine Alpine Club's album. Here is the situation.
P.A.T.C. and A.T.C. headquarters are open five nights a week from 7 to 10 P.M. If the album
were placed on exhibition, it would receive casual attention from visitors, but over a period of
time might become much soiled. For this reason I would not recommend this type of exhibition.
However, P.A.T.C. is running small program meetings, commencing February 1st, each Thursday
night. There are informal talks. If there was available some M.A.C. representative. the album
might make an excellent topic. There is, however, much of the country in Western Maine that I
do not know. I have mentioned this to the Program Chairman who says, "Fine. Tell Mr. Attwood
to bring the album and book when he comes to Washington." She may, however, be able to draft
a narrator.
I hope your travels this summer may lead to Baldpate. For some reason, I have been unable to
find if Forest Supervisor York put up the board signs between Grafton Notch and Old Speck.
Does an enterprising editor have any way of developing such information?
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Game Warden Erland Winter, Kingfield, Maine.
Dear Mr. Winter:
It seems a long while ago we were at Mt. Bigelow and had our very pleasant stay at the Ledge
House and at West Carry Pond. That trip was our last visit to the Maine woods until last
September. As you noticed from the September issue of Appalachian Trailway News, we were
fortunate enough to get a rather large work party on the Trail in eastern Maine. If the fortunes of
war, travel and otherwise permit, I would like very much to make our next trip back to western
Maine.
I have heard very little news from the mountain country in this section. Thanks to your cutting
out the blowdowns and re-opening the route, what we did in 1942 made a very excellent trail to
the top of Sugarloaf but there trouble commences. As you know, we posted the area and declared
it impassable, I am very much afraid that with the blowdowns it is going to be extremely difficult
to re-open that section. When we talked of the matter in 1942 you thought that you might at
some time find a good excuse to get over that section and with your ax be able to do something
in the way of re-opening the route. I am wondering if you have had any opportunity to look over
the section. I see no immediate prospect of our being able to get there in 1945. I am afraid that by
1946 things will be quite desperate and beyond our ability to remedy then. I wish you might get a
report of poachers up on the divide and feel the necessity for taking a little time to clear the route
in order to be able to reach them! Certainly, anything you would be able to do, as you did on
Sugarloaf, would be a great help.
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We have little news from your area and I hope sometime you will find it possible to let us know
what has occurred there in the past two years and the condition of any section of the Trail which
you may have seen.
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to J. W. Worthington, 112 Pinckney St., Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Worthington:
Thanks for your letter of December 27th. I also found on my return to Washington the photostatic
copy of the 1901 Rogers map. I expect to see Dr. Rogers in the near future and shall show this to
him.
We have an amateur draftsman copying your Kidney Pond Region map. I shall expect to send
you a copy very shortly and I hope that you can give us the benefit of a critical review.
That certainly was a most pleasant evening at the Parker House and one that I shall hope to
repeat soon again.
{Copy Katahdin}
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Ludwig K. Moorehead, Newport News Shipbuilding
and Drydock Co., 90 Broad Street, New York City.
Dear Lud:
I found your note and the copy of the Marsden-Hartley exhibition on my return to Washington. It
comes at a very serious time. From the enclosed reprint you will note that after a long period of
inactivity I have revamped the article on Church and Katahdin. The Hartley matter comes into it
in a rather curious fashion. I refrained from making any reference to his paintings of Katahdin
(perhaps because to my untutored sense, in comparison with the Church paintings they are
horrible things). At any rate, somewhere around 1939 or 1940 Clair Sawtelle and I went to see
the Hartley exhibition. (Sawtelle is a native of Maine and very much interested.) I take it that
Nos. 10 and 11 were what we saw at that time. If my fading recollection is correct, we talked
with Hartley and told him of the Church paintings. In any event, I learned that he had gone to
Cobb’s Camps at Katahdin Lake and had apparently spent less than two weeks at the mountain. I
recall one Autumn painting of Katahdin. There was quite some newspaper publicity at the time.
If I dug through my old Katahdin collection I could undoubtedly turn it up. Incidentally, there
was an article on Hartley in Time Magazine of less than two months ago. Unfortunately, I failed
to save the page.
I have also prepared for publication an article on the pre-twentieth century photographers of
Katahdin. A recent find of some 2,000 more Hallowell negatives adds some 1,900 Katahdin
photographs.
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We are also photographing the 1875 Stoddar photographs and I am trying to develop interest in
getting old photographs, etc., into the Maine State Library, for permanent preservation as part of
the Katahdin collection.
I appreciate your thinking of me in this connection and I am adding the catalogue to the Katahdin
records.
I shall hope to see you in New York in the near future.
Copy to Clair Sawtelle
{Copy Katahdin}
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Mrs. William Dawson, 120 Ocean Ave., Lynn, Mass.
My dear Mrs. Dawson:
You may recall that a number of years ago, when Mr. Dawson was particularly active in
photographing the Katahdin area, I visited Lynn on a number of occasions. Mr. Dawson and I
had through these years a correspondence which was of great interest to me. Katahdin is one of
my hobbies.
Lately, as a relief from military duties, I have revived my interest in the matter. I am enclosing
an article from Appalachia, the journal of the Appalachian Mountain Club, of which Mr. Dawson
was a member. I have also prepared for publication what is to me an article on an equally
interesting subject, the pre-twentieth-century photographers of Katahdin. There are some very
remarkable collections of photographs of the mountain prior to 1900. While my article does not
extend as far as Mr. Dawson’s activities, I refer to his collection as one of the outstanding ones
of the area.
I have been interested in attempting to make arrangements for permanent preservation of
Katahdin material. The Maine State Library is acting as a depository; this seems to be the best
place for such material. I have transferred a part of my collection to the Library and have made
arrangements for deposit of the balance through a provision of my will. I refer to this to explain
why I am making this inquiry.
After Mr. Dawson’s death, you wrote me that the disposition of his Katahdin collection had not
been determined. Perhaps the matter has now been resolved and I could make some statement as
to its whereabouts in the article on Katahdin photographers.
I regret to trouble you in this connection, but if you could find it possible to let me know the
status of the material I should be greatly obligated to you.
For your convenience in replying, I am enclosing an addressed envelope.
{Copy Katahdin, Photographs}
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December 30,1944. Myron Avery to James C. Merrill, North Maine St., Haverhill, Mass.
Dear Mr. Merrill:
You may recall that a number of years ago I came to Haverhill to see the collection of negatives
of photographs taken by your uncle Samuel M. Merrill. You may also remember that in order to
have available a set of those photographs, to guard against possible loss of such a unique Maine
collection, you very kindly loaned the photographs to the National Park Service, which over an
extended period of time was able to make photographs of the collection.
Recently, as a change from military duties, I have been reviving my interest in Katahdin. I am
enclosing an article on the ''Artists of Katahdin", which is a revision of one of which I sent you a
copy when it first appeared. I have also assembled material for an article on the pre-twentieth
century Katahdin photographers. There are some remarkable collections, commencing in 1875.
While your uncle’s photographs were taken just after the turn of the century, they are so unique
that I am working them into the article.
I thought I would like to check and ascertain the situation with respect to these negatives.
Perhaps they are still boxed as they were returned by the National Park Service. It may be of
interest to you to note what I have said with respect to the Merrill photographs and I enclose a
copy of the draft of the manuscript.
I am wondering if you have made or given thought to any arrangements for the permanent
preservation of this unique collection. We have been as far as the material which has come to us
is concerned, taking steps to insure the preservation of it by depositing it in the Maine State
Library. The Hallowell and Stoddar photographs will go there. I have also made arrangements to
have my own personal collection deposited there.
I trust that it will not be too much trouble to let me know the situation with respect to these
negatives.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope for your convenience in returning the draft of the article on
Katahdin photographers.
{Copy Photographs, Katahdin}
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Mr. Harry Ross, Rockland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Ross:
It has been quite some time since our trails have crossed. I was called into active military service
in June, 1942, and three months later sent back to Washington and I have been stationed here
continuously since that time, with semi-monthly commuting to Tarrytown on the Hudson River,
to which place I had moved after leaving Washington In 1939.
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I was fortunate enough last summer to have two days in the Katahdin Region. I have sent under
separate cover the last issue of Appalachian Trailway News, which will indicate to you some
rather interesting developments in the country north of Katahdin.
Of late, as a change from military duties, I have been working occasionally on my Katahdin
material. I have re-wrltten an article on "Artists at Katahdin", and have assembled material on
Katahdin photographers prior to the twentieth century. The Appalachian Trail Conference has
acquired quite a remarkable collection, particularly of the Hallowell lumbering photographs.
These are destined for the Maine State Library. My trip last September was my first visit to the
Maine woods for some two years.
You will notice from the Appalachian Trailway News item that there was little activity at
Katahdin. There were very few campers at Chimney Pond. The upper part of the road was in
very bad shape. The warden was staying at Roaring Brook.
I recall at the time of our last discussion of Katahdin matters that you told me of Governor
Baxter’s efforts to compel you to sell your Katahdin holdings to him. As a matter of personal
interest and a question which of course you are at full liberty to ignore, I am wandering if he has
made any further move in this direction, or if you have given any further thought to disposing of
your holdings there. If I recall correctly, your present holdings comprise half a town, including
the campsite on Avalanche Brook.
I am afraid it will be quite some time before I will have an opportunity to discuss these matters
with you in person and I will appreciate very much your letting me know any recent
developments.
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
I have been away from Washington and delayed in replying to your recent letter. It is good to
know there is a way of crossing Cooper Brook.
We should be delighted to send you as many copies of the Katahdin to East Branch of Pleasant
River maps as you could use. Unfortunately, however, this is the one map where the demand has
exhausted our stock of extra copies and the only ones available are those in the guidebook. I trust
your copy of the guidebook still has the map.
All of our people who were on the trip this summer were supplied with this map. We are going to
request them to turn them in and in a short time we can forward copies to you. I hope you will
mount one in your camps and make it a capital offense for anyone to suggest borrowing it!
I very much doubt if we shall be in your country next year, even if the fortunes of war permit.
We shall, however, look forward to meeting you one of these days.
If anything occurs in your country which will be of interest to us I hope you will let us know.
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I have made arrangements to see that you receive copies of back issues of our Trail Conference
publication and are placed on the mailing list. The Maine items may interest you.
December 30, 1944. Myron Avery to Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Brewer, Maine.
My dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
I had hoped long before long to have the pleasure of saying to you in person what I shall very
inadequately try to express in this letter. I was somewhat shocked to appreciate how long my
intentions have continued in this unaccomplished state when Mary Dorsey, who is one of our
very loyal Appalachian Trail supporters and workers, told me that her Christmas card from you
indicated I had failed to report my activities. I can only say that they have been, as far as matters
of mutual interest are concerned, nil.
As you may recall, I left Washington for New fork in 1939. I lived in Philipse Manor in
Tarrytown, close to where the Headless Horseman threw his head at Ichobod Crane, with sleepy
Hollow just over the ridge. I became quite enamoured of the Hudson Valley. I think I would
always want to live on the banks of a river or shore of a lake.
I was called into active Naval Service in June, 1942. For three months I was stationed in New
York and then transferred to Washington. Because of the advantages there and Mrs. Avery’s ill
health, my family have remained in Tarrytown. I commute semi-monthly and it is a very pleasant
relief. My work is the handling of the settlement of all claims for damage caused by Naval
vessels. It has grown from myself in 1942 to a staff of thirteen. Thus with the exception of my
contact with the Trail Conference Headquarters my story of the past two and a half years has
been only ever increasing work. I am glad to have this opportunity to do what I can.
For the first time in two years 1 was able this summer to get into the Maine woods. You receive
Appalachian Trailway News and if you will look at the September issue you will find the
account of what was for me a very delightful trip. Mary Dorsey was with us for half the time.
War has greatly altered conditions on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. We find it impossible to
keep the entire route in good order.
Of late, as a diversion, I have gone back to Katahdin interests. I am enclosing a reprint of a
revision of my former article on Church and Katahdin. I have culled out the references to the
Katahdin photographers and have prepared another article on the pre-twentieth century Katahdin
photographers. I have brought into it the stereoptican view of the Hunt Farm taken by your
brother and the set by Hinds of stereoptican views which you gave to me some time ago.
Recently, while coming back from New Orleans, I wrote on the train an article on Mt. Bigelow,
Maine's Second Mountain. I had much material in that connection which I wished to preserve.
I am doing one other thing. I had made arrangements, through my will, to have my Katahdin
material deposited in the Maine State Library. The Stoddar and Hallowell photographs will go
there.
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I have been trying to suggest to some of the other people who have these collections, such as Mr.
Draper, the Merrill heirs, and Mrs. Dawson, the desirability of taking similar steps. The Maine
State Library is very receptive and I should like to see this unique material preserved. Recently
we acquired over 2,000 negatives taken by Hallowell around 1900; many are photographs of
Katahdin and supplement the Hallowell lumbering collection.
The times when I had expected to see you was when I was en route to Lubec. My trips there are
always of an emergency nature. My sister died very suddenly of a heart attack in 1939; my father
is in constantly failing health and it has been a problem to find someone to care for him.
I was extremely distressed to learn of your accident and your confinement to the hospital but
pleased to learn that that is now a closed chapter.
It is a matter of very considerable regret that I could not have had more opportunity to profit
from your instruction and knowledge of the lore of the Maine Land. I see little likelihood of any
constructive creative work. The storage batteries are drained these days and they will take much
re-charging before any results can materialize, apart from my very amateurish approach to these
matters.
I shall hope that in the not too distant future I shall be able to write that I can give myself the
pleasure of calling on you in person at Brewer.
{Copy Katahdin, Phtography}
1944. Order Card

KATAHDIN—and THE MAINE WOODS

Have you ever climbed Katahdin—the great mountain rising a mile high above the wooded lake
country of central Maine?
Have you ever tramped through the central Maine wilderness, from Katahdin southwest— by
Nahmakanta and Joe Mary, over White Cap and Moxie Bald, followed the Arnold route across
the Great Carry, along the Bigelow Range, over Sugarloaf, Spaulding, Saddleback, and the
rugged peaks of the Mahoosucs?
If so, you will want Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, to re-live those days.
If not, you will still want it, to read about this fascinating country, a forested region of the
Eastern Seaboard, within a day's journey of the big cities of the east, yet still a primitive
wilderness.
Description, history, references, maps, suggestions for camping trips, addresses of sporting
camps offering splendid accommodations, and a detailed account of the mountains, lakes, and
woods and what is to be seen in them.
Check below the volume you want, sign your name and mail this, with remittance, to the
Appalachian Trail Conference, 808 17th Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.
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Send me:
Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. 592 pp., 13 maps…………….. $2.50
Katahdin. (Reprint of Katahdin Section of Guide.) 146 pp. Map………….
.50
Name…………………………………………………………………….
Address………………………………………………………………….
1944. Avery article on Mt. Bigelow
MAINE’S SECOND MOUNTAIN
By
Myron H. Avery
Commander, U.S.N.R.
Perhaps this article 1 should only be captioned "Mt. Bigelow”. For one is indeed rash to attempt
to rate or classify mountains, as the high hills of New England are termed. Factors of individual
appeal and personal association so make for strong partisanship that the sweeping generalization
of this caption may well be challenged. However, as a part of a deliberate program 2 to focus
attention on the little-known and less-frequented mountains of western Maine, the appearance of
competing claims to fame will not be unwelcome.
Recorded in a literature unexcelled by any other American mountain, Katahdin and its satellites
beyond question transcend any possible competition in Maine. A relict of the glacier which stood
down over New England eons ago, all phases of the story of Katahdin have been exhaustively
told. 3 Katahdin’s renown makes it indeed difficult to appraise justly any other mountain peak in
Maine.

1

This is a further item in Appalachia’s series of articles on outstanding mountains of New
England.- Ed.
2

Attention was first called to this region, after the westward extension of The Appalachian Trail,
by "Mountains of Western Maine", by Myron H. Avery, in the April 3 and 10, 1937, issues of
The Lewiston Journal. Reprints have been distributed by the Appalachian Trail Conference for
several years and are available gratis to identified A.M.C. members. These trails have been used
by organized A.M.C. trail parties in which the editor has participated. On behalf of the A.M.C.,
due recognition is now made of the existence of these trails in making feasible their several
trips.— Ed.
3

An Annotated Bibliography of Katahdin, compiled by Edward S.C. Smith and Myron H. Avery,
The Appalachian Trail Conference, November, 1936, 78 pp.; and Supplement, August, 1937, 4
PP- See also Katahdin Section (146 pp.), a reprint from Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine,
4th ed., published by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, for an exhaustive account of the
physical features of Katahdin and its trails.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by David Field – Page

137

Mt. Bigelow’s right to distinction must rest upon its physical aspects and the opportunity for
superb trail travel along a ridge crest in the solemn silence and impressiveness of a New England
spruce-and-fir forest. To postulate its claims, it is not a mountain but a range trending east and
west for same 17 miles. It is distinguished by two twin cones, the East and West Peaks, which
project most strikingly above the ridge. Lying athwart the main ridge and only slightly lower are
the equally symmetrical twin North and South Horns. Still farther west along the range is the
bulk of Cranberry Peak with its bare ledges. Mt. Bigelow, too, has that feature of so many New
England mountains, a high-lying pond. Located west of the mid point, literally so close to the top
of the ridge that a rise of a few feet would empty it into the Valley below, the Horns Pond has
few equals. When the fog hovers over the range, this Pond in its conifer-walled bowl leaves with
one an indelible impression of utter loneliness and isolation.
Mt. Bigelow is not to be thought of as an unexplored or untraveled range, challenging
exploration. It now has--resulting through The Appalachian Trail--a well marked, maintained
and signed trail system. A lean-to at Bigelow Col and the twin lean-tos at Horns Pond provide
camping facilities at points of greatest interest. Any visit to Mt. Bigelow should include a
sojourn at Horns Pond, the features of which are also almost duplicated in Cranberry Peak Pond.
Mt. Bigelow’s trails are described in detail in Section 17 of Chapters 6 and 8 of Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. Mt. Bigelow is in Somerset County.
Apart from the maps in the Maine Guidebook, the recent U.S.G.S. Stratton and Dead River
Quadrangles are available for the traveler who finds pleasure in comparing his progress with a
contoured map.
In arriving at some appraisal of the Mt. Bigelow region, we deal successively with the physical
features of the range, then its trail system, history and traditions.
First, and most striking, is the fact that the region has a very definite characteristic and physical
boundary. Its ridge-like character, where the range trends with one’s course instead of athwart it,
as elsewhere in Maine, will suggest the continuous narrow crest of the Blue Ridge to those who
have travelled extensively on The Appalachian Trail. The range is a barrier to any farther
southward course of the Dead River, which, as it debouches from the unbroken wilderness of the
northwest, is here turned back to the north to form the "Great Bend" of Dead River. The
meandering course of the river and the open plain at the north base of the range add to the unique
setting of the mountain.
At the base of the range there is a level section of a mile or less, often of the Maine spruce-bog
type, then the abrupt rise to the ridge crest. Highways in the valley at its base encircle the entire
range. At its very western end is the village of Stratton, the junction of the roads along the north
and south base of the mountain (Maine Highways 16 and 17). Stratton, reached by bus, with its
Arnold Inn, is an excellent base for one-day trips to Mt. Bigelow. The whole effect is a triangle,
rather than a parallelogram, with Stratton as the apex. The base of the triangle, at the east end of
the range, is a narrow dirt road connecting the hamlet of Dead River Village and Carrabasset.
Both are "ghost towns”. Only two or three houses, including the architecturally striking Dead
River Post Office, mark the former village. Its cupola, reminiscent of old houses in New England
coast towns, seems out of place in the Maine woods. Dead River Valley was once an extensive
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farming community. Future climbers of Mt. Bigelow may, some day, find the range rising as the
southern boundary of an enormous lake, the former Dead River Valley. For many years the
Central Maine Power Company has been acquiring these lands in pursuance to a charter granted
to the Kennebec Reservoir Company by the Maine Legislature to build a gigantic dam at Long
Falls, lower down on Dead River, and create here an enormous power reservoir. The substitution
of the Arnold Trail route across the "Great Bend” of Dead River for the pre-existing Dead River
route will prevent The Appalachian Trail from becoming submerged by this project.
Carrabasset, at the southeastern leg of this triangle, is also an abandoned town. It was the scene
of extensive lumbering activities when the now abandoned Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes
narrow gauge railroad extended from Farmington through the valley at the south base of Mt.
Bigelow. The narrow gauge route from the Maine Central at Farmington forked at Strong. One
branch, which The Appalachian Trail crosses at Orbeton Stream, led to Rangeley via Phillips; the
other fork ended at Bigelow Station. Service on this line began in 1908. In July, 1923, the line
went into receiver ship. Passenger service was discontinued in July, 1932, and all service on this
railroad ended in August, 1933.
The area within these roads is a State Game Preserve with its attendant abundance of unmolested
wild life. In the low lands beaver with their incessant activities have flowed out old roads and
trails. At Cranberry Peak Pond, along the west portion of the range, their operations have
necessitated a relocation on the Bigelow Range Trail. As yet the beaver do not seem to have
surmounted the almost sheer drop of the brook from the Horns Pond but, on the bench below
near the old Great Northern Paper Company lumber camp, a new dam hangs threateningly above
The Appalachian Trail. A cherished recollection of one solitary Mt. Bigelow traverse, when the
mantle of heavy fog restricted vision to a few yards, had its setting on South Horn. One comes
very steeply up to the small open summit, which is scarcely five yards across. Here, before me at
eye level, within a circle of some half dozen admiring hens, a spruce partridge strutted utterly
unaware of my presence. Plumage distended and vivid, this exhibition was one of those
chance episodes of woods travel occasioned by the sound and sight-masking fog.
Most of this area is owned by the Great Northern Paper Company. Recent lumber operations
have marred the eastern end of Little Bigelow and the sag between Little Bigelow and East Peak.
Coupled with the aftermath of the New England hurricane of 1938, this lumbering has made for
difficult trail maintenance in these areas. The south slope of the range, from the Horns Pond to
Maine Highway 17, was lumbered many years ago. The Appalachian Trail route here is the old
Great Northern Paper Company’s tote-road. When the Trail was marked through here in 1935,
the old lumber camps were even then in ruins. On the lower south slope of the mountain is a
hardwood growth with occasional towering pines which have escaped the lumberman’s ax.
Stratton Pond on the south slope is a lumberman’s creation. The dam no longer holds back the
original extensive flowage; the drl-ki and the bared flowed lands remain as an unsightly reminder
of this phase of Mt. Bigelow’s history.
Thus, the Bigelow Range may expect the usual cycle of recurring lumbering operations.
Fortunately, there seems little likelihood that these operations will reach up far enough to affect
the coniferous forest on the crest of the range.
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In their aspect of an unbroken trail through the cathedral-like Maine spruce-and-fir forest,
Bigelow and the Barren-Chairback Range were rivals of approximately the same trail mileage.
Lumbering, which has created so much damage on the eastern half of the Barren-Chairback
Range, seems, ultimately destined to continue along Fourth and Barren Mountains. Mt. Bigelow,
happily, bids fair to escape this fate and to preserve a unique trail through an uncut primeval
forest. No other attraction would be needed to warrant Mt. Bigelow's repute.
There are two characteristic aspects of the Mt. Bigelow Range. From the plains of Dead River or
from the loftier peaks to the south, it is a barrier range. At its eastern end is the level Little
Bigelow Mtn., with its abrupt east and south walls. Then, for a few miles, there is a seemingly
level expanse to a low sag at the east base of East Peak (4,088 ft.), crowned by a Maine Forest
Service firetower. Then come Bigelow Col and the West Peak (4,150 ft.), a loftier counterpart of
its eastern twin.
Beyond, the black mass of the range trends west at lower elevation, rising again to the cone of
the South Horn (3,931 ft.). Usually the cone of the North Horn (3,800 ft.) can also be glimpsed
here. At the base of the South Horn, a drop of almost 1,000 ft., on the ridge crest, is Horns Pond.
Then an unnamed rise and a further depression in which lies the larger Cranberry Peak Pond.
Beyond the bulk of Cranberry Peak, the range suggests a series of terraces, descending steeply to
Stratton at its west end. This seemingly uniform level elevation is indeed a deceptive impression;
its traverse involves much ascent and descent with miles which seem long even for The
Appalachian Trail measured variety. Sugarloaf, whose 4,237 ft. constitute Maine's second peak
in height, and the famed view from Eustis Ridge, to the north, best afford this impression of a
level ridge marked by these salient points.
Viewed along the crest of the range, the aspect of Mt. Bigelow is utterly different. From the open
ledges on Little Bigelow or from the firetower, the impression is a series of half a dozen cones,
successively sufficiently offset from the main axis of the ridge as to avoid masking each other.
Perhaps, however, the classic impression of Mt. Bigelow is the view from the Dead River Fireroad (former Appalachian Trail). Here, where the river bends north and forms the foreground,
the twin peaks are perfectly framed between the elm-shaded banks of the river. Another striking
impression is the view into the col between Little Bigelow and East Peak from Dead River Post
Office. This discloses the extent of the descent into this col and answers the query of the
perplexed Trail traveler as to why he must lose so much elevation between these points. The
venturesome traveler, who follows the abandoned Appalachian Trail route across the very top of
this col, will find it an unbelievably rough, lumbered, hurricane-damaged bowl, with a most
difficult climb to The Appalachian Trail coming up the north slope of the range. All of which
explains the lack of success of the effort to avoid a loss of altitude on the route here.
Unlike the other mountains of western Maine, for which The Appalachian Trail first provided
access and publicized their attractions, there had been a trail to Mt. Bigelow (the East Peak) for
many years by reason of the building of the firetower in 1905. The original tower was a wooden
structure which was replaced in 1917 by the present 38-foot steel tower which is operated each
year. This route - then the only trail on the Mountain - some 3.12 miles in length, came up the
north slope from the "round barn", a characteristically- shaped structure on Maine Highway 16,
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at a point 1.4 Miles west of Dead River Post Office. Prior to the intensive lumbering, this was an
attractive trail; the covered telephone wire served as the marking. This route reached the ridge a
mile east of the East Peak and then turned west to follow the ridge up to the summit. Where the
route reached the crest, a short path east led to Old Man's Head, the profile on Mt. Bigelow,
whose open slabs overhang the wild chaos between Little Bigelow and the main peaks.
By 1935, The Appalachian Trail route in its westward extension from Katahdin had reached 4 Mt.
Bigelow, 175 miles distant. Past East and West Carry Ponds, via the tote-road to the latter, the
Trail came into the old tote-road along the banks of Dead River, a mile above the Post Office.
Beyond, it followed the highway to the "round barn" and on to the mountain by the Forest
Service trail. The extension of the trail system on Mt. Bigelow is due largely to the activities of a
Maine Game Warden, Helon N. Taylor, 5 then of Eustis. Taylor's Trail connection can be traced
to the A.M.C. August Camp, in 1932. 6 A party from this camp ventured into the closed Caribou
Valley to climb Sugarloaf Mtn., then appearing on the scene as possibly Maine's second highest
Mountain. This group was reported to Taylor as poachers. He followed the party. However, a
group which cached its equipment and started to climb the mountain in shorts seemed an unusual
type of poacher. This incident led to correspondence between A.M.C. member Walcott Cutler
and Taylor as to a desirable route to Sugarloaf. Thinking it more profitable to have a route on the
ground rather than on paper, Taylor opened his trail of 4 1/2 miles from Bigelow Village to
8ugarloaf in 1933.
Taylor's next project was to connect the summits of Mt. Bigelow and Sugarloaf. Maine
firewarden Herbert Blackwell had already extended the route from Bigelow Col, where the
firewarden's camp is located, up the slope of the West Peak to its open summit. From here Taylor
continued west for some three miles along the crest of the range to South Horn, then dropped
steeply down to Horns pond. At this point The Appalachian Trail turns south from the crest and,
soon coming into the old G.N.P. tote-road, descends to Stratton Brook flowage. There then
remained the matter of the connection, for a mile to the Trail to Sugarloaf, from the abandoned
road to Kingfield, on the south side of the flowage, across a low hardwood ridge. Thus Maine's
highest and second highest peaks became connected by trail.
This, however, did not end Taylor's trail activity on Mt. Bigelow. He felt that Mt. Bigelow
should have a trail along the entire length of the range. So, from the Homs Pond, he opened a
route along the range west, past the head of Cranberry Peak Pond and over that peak, which
might with equal accuracy be known as Blueberry Peak. From its west end there had been for

4

Far narratives of trail progress, see the 1933, 1934 and 1935 issues of "In the Maine Woods"
under the captions of "Maine and The Appalachian Trail" (1933. pp. 97-103)} "Marking The
Appalachian Trail in Maine" (1934, pp. 19-32) i "Westward - In the Maine Woods” (1935, pp.
19-29).

5

Taylor, a Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, is now a Supervisor of the Maine
Inland Fisheries and Game Department stationed at Guilford, Maine.
6

"Exploration", by Wolcott Cutler. Wings of Love. St. John's Church, October, 1932.
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years a sort of a path from Stratton up to The Cave and Arnolds Well. The latter is a deep waterfilled cleft in the terraces which form the west end of Mt. Bigelow. This route of some 6.7
miles in length from The Horns Pond to Stratton is the blue-blazed Bigelow Range Trail.
Hurricane damage at the foot of Cranberry Peak is severe; some of the route leads through
lumbered sections and is rough. This trail is, however, a "must" for all Mt. Bigelow climbers,
who wish to know the Mountain.
The last development in the Mt. Bigelow trail system was the trail along the crest of Little
Bigelow. This is one of the contributions of the CCC, to which is due the completion of The
Appalachian Trail across Maine. Under the direction of CCC Forester James W. Sewall of Old
Town, Maine, a new route was opened from the Kennebec River, past Pierce and Carry Ponds to
the Ledge House at the east base of Little Bigelow Mtn. This trail followed, as near as could be
reconstructed, the old Indian Carry and Arnold's route across the "Great Bend" of Dead River on
his gallant but ill-fated march across Maine in 1775 to attack Quebec in the dead of winter. The
trail along Little Bigelow drops down into the sag at its west end and joins the old route up the
slope of the mountain from the “round bam". Thus, today, a trail traverses the entire length of Mt.
Bigelow.
From the Ledge House over Little Bigelow to the Horns Pond, it is the white-blazed Appalachian
Trail for 10.4 miles; from the Horns Pond, west to the very base of the range, it is the 6.7 miles
of blue-blazed Bigelow Range Trail. On the south slope of the range is the Appalachian Trail
from Horns Pond to Bigelow Village, some 6.65 miles. On the north are two routes. From the
"round barn” on Maine Highway 16, the old route intersects The Appalachian Trail at a point
1.46 m. from the road and 1.6 m. from the firetower.
A much-frequented route to the mountain is another CCC trail, which leads from Maine
Highway 16 to Bigelow Col, the gap between the East and West Peaks. While steep and not
presenting any outlooks, it is the shortest route (2.76 m.) to the firewarden’s cabin in Bigelow
Col and thence on to either the East or West Peaks. This trail, the Parsons Trail, was named for a
former Maine Inland Fisheries and Game Commissioner. Thus, the trail system on Mt. Bigelow
consists of 23.8 miles of blazed trails and 4.2 miles of readily traversable but unmarked trails. In
addition, there are the unmarked wood roads, shown on the U.S.G.S. maps, resulting from the
lumbering operations.
As this trail system is one which has assurance of permanence, it has seemed desirable to record
at this time its development in detail and assure due recognition to those whose labors have
created this extensive system.
Bigelow has much of interest for the naturalist. Its geological character is described (p. 485) in
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine as:
From the bridge over Bog Brook, east of Dead River, the peaked mass of Bigelow rises,
carved from the Pre-Cambrian metamorphosed rocks of the coastal type. In appearance
these rocks are strikingly similar to those seen on Boarstone, Joe Mary and other
mountains, composed of "injection hornfels". It is not unlikely that their origin is similar
to the latter. From the summit of Mt. Bigelow, the Dead River displays its wanderings
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over its flat valley floor and the tortuous journey before its waters reach the Atlantic
Ocean.
Apparently the Jackson Geological Survey in 1836 ignored the Mt. Bigelow region. The
attention, which the area received from the Hitchcock Survey in 186l is almost equally scanty. In
the "General Report upon the Geology of Maine", page 195, by C. H. Hitchcock, Bigelow is
treated as follows:
"Granite is probably abundant among the mountains of Franklin County. Saddleback is
composed of granite near Phillips; and probably Mt. Bigelow, in the north-east border of
the County".
The flora of Mt. Bigelow also promises much of interest. Bigelow is one of several open ridge
crest mountains, such as Saddleback and Baldpate, where the characteristic Arctic flora of
Katahdin is also found. It has not been exhaustively studied but casual collectors have reported
Arctic species. The vegetation on the West Peak has been little disturbed and is more promising
than the more-frequented East Peak.
Prior to The Appalachian Trail activity, the literature of Mt. Bigelow was non-existent. For the
origin of its name, there is the generally accepted tradition 7 that it was climbed by Major
Timothy Bigelow of Benedict Arnold’s expedition in 1776. As far as the asserted reason for the
climb - to search out the route into Canada--it is apparent that little information of value would
have been obtained. Today, as in 1775, there is visible the northwest trending valley of the North
Branch of Dead River with a seemingly impenetrable barrier of tangled forested peaks beyond.
Any impression gained from such a climb could only add to the discouragement from the
obstacles already facing the expedition.
While an original record to establish the authenticity of the Bigelow tradition may well be
lacking, a study of the early maps of the area shows that the name "Biglow" was early attached to
7

As an evaluation of the tradition of Major Bigelow's climb, the following comment by the
Maine State Library is noted:
"The best source book on Arnold's Expedition to Quebec is the MARCH TO QUEBEC, edited
by Kenneth Roberts. This includes practically all of the extant diaries of the members of this
expedition. There is no diary of Timothy Bigelow in the Collection, and so far as we have
discovered (relying on the index, and not a line by line reading of the text) there is no mention of
Bigelow's ascent of what is now known as Bigelow Mountain, although the mountain identified
as Bigelow is twice mentioned in Arnold's JOURNAL OF HIS EXPEDITION TO CANADA.
The biographical note on Bigelow (page 129) makes no mention of an ascent. In this connection,
the comment on the value of local tradition (page 52, note 10) is interesting.
"The tradition of Bigelow's ascent of this mountain which bears his name is rather firmly
established, but that, of course, is no guarantee of its authenticity."
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the mountain. Perhaps the earliest representation of the mountain is that which appeared on “A
Map of the sources of the Chaudiere, Penobscot and Kennebec Rivers". Mrs. Fannie Hardy
Eokstorm, noted authority on Maine, in her article, "History of the Chadwick Survey from Fort
Pownal in the District of Maine to the Province of Quebec in Canada in 1764” (Sprague's Journal
of Maine History, vol. XIV, no. 2, p. 63), indicates the probable date of 1761 for this map, by
Col. John Montresor, British engineer. (It was this map which inspired Arnold with a route for
his journey across Maine to attack Quebec.) Bigelow, with four peaks unnamed, is prominent. It,
however, trends north and south. More of interest, also close to Dead River, are the two
prominent peaks of "Mountains of Tiaouiasticht", which the present-day student of geography
might take to be the Kennebago Mountains.
The records of the Maine Land Agent at Augusta 8 contain a plan of the 1,060,166 acres first
granted to Henry Jackson and Royal Flynt, which became the Bingham Kennebec Purchase. This
plan, dated 1792, depicts a jagged outline which quite curiously indicates the principal peaks of
the Bigelow Range. This is termed "Mt. Biglow". Also of interest on this plan is the designation
of the "Great Carrying Place", the ancient route across the "Great Bend" of Dead River. Students
who have wondered at the exact route of the old Indian Carry and Arnold’s route will find it of
much interest to check the present Appalachian Trail relocation with the designation on the 1792
map.
This map, however, could hardly have had much influence on local nomenclature. It apparently
remained burled in the Archives of the Maine Land Agent at Augusta until research in
connection with the origin of the name, "Moxie Mountain”, on The Appalachian Trail route
disclosed the existence of this plan. 9 So little currency did the name “Mt. Bigelow" apparently
then receive that it is not indicated on the well-known "Map of the District of Maine" by Osgood
Carleton, printed in 1795 in James Sullivan's History of the District of Maine. On this map Dead
River is named as the "West Branch” of the "Kennebec River" and both of its forks appear, with
two of the three Carry Ponds and the designation, "Great Carrying Place", together with the
boundaries of the so-called "Bingham Kennebec Purchase”. However, by 1830 the name Mt.
Bigelow had become fully accepted. While his celebrated 1815 map omitted the name, Moses
Greenleaf's Atlas of Maps which accompanied his 1830 Survey, not only lists the name Mt.
Bigelow but one of this series contains a series of profiles on which both Saddleback and
Bigelow appear. 10
Similarly, as indicating the degree to which the name had become accepted, a map published in
1830 by S. L. Dashiell at Washington and printed in Maine in the Northeast Boundary
Controversy, by Burridge, also shows Mt. Bigelow. What occurred to lead Greenleaf to omit the
name from his 1815 map and place it on the 1830 map is, of course, a matter of conjecture.
However, the record indicates a usage as early as 1792, some seventeen years after the Arnold
Expedition and a fixed usage subsequent to 1830.

8

Plan book No. 1, page 18.
Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, 4th ed., page 231.
10
See Moses Greenleaf, Maine’s First Map Maker, 1902. This was published by the De Brurian
Society and contains a Bibliography of the maps of Maine.
9
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From the reference to the Survey of 1792, it will be appreciated that the Mt. Bigelow area passed
into private ownership prior to the separation of Maine and Massachusetts. It formed a part of the
so-called 1,000,000 acre Kennebec purchase by William Bingham of Philadelphia.
There is no available history of Somerset County and no town history of Bigelow or Flagstaff
Plantations. This fact further militates against the preservation of any local history of Mt.
Bigelow.
Thus, the record of traditions, early climbs and routes is, as far as present researches disclose,
non-existent. For us the history of Mt. Bigelow commences with its use as a Maine Forest
Service lookout in 1905. The mountain thus remains primarily of recreational interest.
For the traveler whose facilities permit, an integral part of any journey to Mt. Bigelow is a canoe
trip on the North Branch of Dead River. Prior to the building of the highway past Chain-ofPonds and Arnold Pond to Lake Megantic in Canada, Eustis, a village northwest of Mt. Bigelow,
was the point of departure for this extensive wilderness. Current guidebooks 11 and the
development of the Megantic Club fostered its attractions. Changed conditions have ended this.
Apart from the pleasure of the canoe cruise, the canoe trip from Eustis through the flat plains of
the meandering Dead River affords matchless views of the range. At Long Falls one may carry
back to the Dead River Fire-road, thus making the trip a feasible one-day matter.
Distinctive from all points of view, Mt. Bigelow's location affords an unparalleled outlook. This
is tersely summarized in the Maine Guidebook as:
For magnificence of outlook over the wild rugged Maine wilderness with its peaks,
glistening ponds, meandering streams and occasional clearings in the forest, the view
here is perhaps unequalled in the state.
Wild, rugged, possessed of an extensive trail and shelter system, Mt. Bigelow well deserves its
esteem as the premier of the four-thousand-foot peaks of the "Mountains of Western Maine*.

11

See particularly Guide to The Megantic. Spider and Upper Dead River Regions of Quebec and
Maine, by Heber Bishop (1888).
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October, 1944
(Sixth Revision)

SIGNS FOR
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(Signs are listed in accordance with sections in
Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine (4th ed.).)

[Arrows indicate direction indicated by sign or item on sign, if any.]
Special signs
on approach trails (not Appalachian Trail) to summit of Katahdin
A. At terminus of automobile road at Roaring Brook.
To Summit of Katahdin, northern
terminus of 2,050-mile Appalachian
Trail (via Saddle Trail)
5.6 m.
A.T.C.
B. At Chimney Pond.
The Summit of Katahdin is the
northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail, a mountain footpath extending 2,050 miles to
Mt. Oglethorpe, Georgia
The Summit, where commence
the white blazes of The Appalachian Trail, is 2.2 m. via
Saddle Trail, 1.7 m. via
Cathedral Trail, and 2.35 m.
via Dudley Trail
A.T.C.
Section 1
1. On summit of Katahdin*
Katahdin
Northern Terminus of The Appalachian
Trail. A Mountain Footpath Extending
2,050 Miles to Mt. Oglethorpe , Georgia
A.T.C.

*This sign bolted to post; on replacing
need to have signs with holes bored
to meet location of bolt holes in post;
new bolts, nuts and washers needed
in replacement of this sign. Attached
(page 3) is diagram of bolt holes on
posts. In replacing, will need hammer,
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2. Same place as No. 1*
Register here; do not deface
by writing.

ax, chisel, small wrench, brace and bit,
hack saw, screw driver, stove bolts each
with two washers and two screws,
white paint and brush.

3. Same place as No. 1
Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream Campsite 5.22 m.
York’s Camps
7.15 m.
Me. – N. H. Line
265.96 m
A.T.C.
4. Same place as No. 1 (Sign** (typed) enclosed in glass picture frame, made by Dr. L. F.
Schmeckebier in 1944, for use with brass registration cylinder.***)
It is most desirable to obtain an accurate
record of the number of people who
climb Katahdin and of weather conditions.
This purpose will be facilitated if each
person will register carefully, indicate the
consecutive number of the registrant and
state briefly the weather conditions or other
phenomena. The results will be published
in Appalachian Trailway News. This is a
worth while venture and we ask your
cooperation in obtaining an accurate
record and preserving it from injury.
The register is in the cylinder attached
to this post. Please see that top is
securely closed

**See diagram on page 4 for method
of fastening cylinder to post.
***See Memorandum of September
5, 1944 (page 5) for method of
maintaining registration cylinder.
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Memorandum September 5, 1944
New registration cylinder made by Helmke installed on post at Katahdin.
Diagram showing location of bolts in frame of cylinder contained in Katahdin sign folder.
Former cylinder removed.
Notebook, size 8” x 5" left in cylinder. This notebook entitled on cover:
NEW SERIES
BOOK NO. 1
From September 5, 1944
On inside cover of notebook the following was written:
NOTE: This register will be collected by The Appalachian Trail Conference and
ultimately deposited with other Katahdin Registers at Maine State Library, Augusta,
Maine.
Registration statistics are printed periodically in Appalachian Trailway News.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club KATAHDIN GUIDE and Katahdin Map are left in this
cylinder for the convenience of climbers. Please advise The Appalachian Trail Conference if you
do not find these in the cylinder.
Future books should carry the same legends; be dated and show the book number.
The heading on each sheet is as follows:
Registrant number

Date

Name and address

Weather

Miss Park will obtain and have available notebooks numbered 2, 3, and 4 for replacements.
Definite arrangements for replacing notebooks will be made with parties known to be going to
Katahdin, rather than to be left with York.
A copy of the Katahdin Region Map and the Katahdin Reprint, marked with the request that they
be not removed, were left with the cylinder. (It will be interesting to see how long, those remain.)
A pencil sharpener should be left in the cylinder.
Several pencils were left in the cylinder.
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5. At Thoreau Spring (1.02 m.) at intersection
with Baxter Peak Cut-off Trail
Appalachian Trail
Baxter Peak
1. m.
Timber line
1.3 m. 
Katahdin Stream Campsite 4.2 m. 
A.T.C.

9. Same place as No. 8
Appalachian Trail
Daicey Pond (York’s Camps) 1.84 m.
Penobscot West Branch
5. m.
A.T.C.

10. Same place as Nos. 8 and 9 (need
8-32 screws.)
Appalachian Trail Highway
6. At junction of old and new Hunt Trails (3.58 m.)
crossing sign.
Appalachian Trail
Millinocket – Greenville Road 1.64 m.
Baxter Peak
3.58 m.
A.T.C



6A. At Lean-to on Hunt Spur (3.12 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Hunt Spur Lean-to
Katahdin Stream Lean-tos
2.1 m. 
Chimney Pond Lean-tos 4.27 m.
A.T.C.
7. At northeast corner of Katahdin Stream
Campsite (5.12 m.), where trail enters woods.
(This is .1 m. nearer mountain from location
of Sign No. 8)
Appalachian Trail
Waterfall
1.04 m.
Hunt Spur Lean-to
2.0 m.
Baxter Peak
5.12 m.
A.T.C.
8. At east intersection of A.T. and
Millinocket-Greenville Road (5.22 m.).
Appalachian Trail
Waterfall
1.14 m.
Hunt Spur Lean-to
2.1 m.
Baxter Peak
5.22 m.
A.T.C.

11. At York’s Camps (7.15 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Millinocket-Greenville Road 1.84 m.
Katahdin
7.15 m.
A.T.C.
12. Same place as No. 11.
Appalachian Trail
Penobscot West Branch
3.15 m.
Big Niagara Falls
1.17 m.
Rainbow Lake, Clifford’s
Camps
10.16 m.
A.T.C.
Section 2
13. At .96 m. (end of dam), trail to
Lily Pad Pond.
Lily Pad Pond app. ¼ m.



14. At .97 m. side trail to Little Niagara
Falls.
Little Niagara Falls
A.T.C.
15. At 1.17 m. side trail to Big Niagara
Falls
Big Niagara Falls
16. At 2.43 m., where A.T. leaves
Nesowadnehunk Tote-road.
To mouth of Nesowadnehunk Stream
A.T.C. app. 1 m.
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17. Same place as No. 16

23. Same place as No. 22

Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
Twin Pine Camps
A.T.C.

Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
Appalachian Trail
1.99 m
Nesowadnehunk Falls
2.26 m.
A.T.C.

.72 m.
2.43 m.

18. At 3.2 m. Penobscot West Branch
(Cedar Post), South Bank
Appalachian Trail 
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps
A.T.C.

.27 m.
6.96 m.

19. Same place as No. 18
Appalachian Trail
York’s Camps, Daicey Pond
Katahdin Stream Campsite
Katahdin
A.T.C.

3.2 m.
5.13 m.
10.35 m.

20. At 3.47 m., junction of NesowadnehunkRainbow Trail and A.T.
Appalachian Trail
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

6.69 m.
9.98 m.

21. Same place as No. 20.
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail----------------
North Shore, Rainbow Lake
4.48 m.
Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
.27 m.
York’s Camps
3.47 m.
Katahdin Stream Campsite
5.72 m.
Katahdin
10.62 m.
22. On Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail at
Horse Race Brook
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
North shore of Rainbow Lake
2.49 m.
A.T.C.

24. Same place as No. 23.
Clifford’s West Branch Camp
A.T.C.
25. At north shore of Rainbow Lake
Rainbow Lake Ferry
Appalachian Trail 4.48 m.
Daicey Pond
7.95 m.
Katahdin
15.1 m.
A.T.C.
26. At Clifford’s Camps, junction of
A.T. at guides’ camps where Trail
turns to Nahmakanta Lake.
Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
York’s Camps, Daicey Pond
Katahdin
A.T.C.
Section 3

6.96 m.
10.16 m.
17.31 m.

27. Same place as No. 26.
Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Rainbow Lake Dam Camps
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
A.T.C.

3.29 m.
3.5 m.
7.96 m

28. On Rainbow Lake Lean-to.
Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Katahdin Stream Lean-tos
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
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29. At 3.5 m., Rainbow Lake Dam.

35. Same place as No. 34.

Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Camps
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
A.T.C.

Prentiss Valley Road
A.T.C.

3.15 m.
4.46 m.

30. At 7.96 m., Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Farmsite
Prentiss Valley Road
Nahmakanta Tote-road
Mahar Campground
Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary
Lake
A.T.C.

Prentiss Valley Road
A.T.C.

17.7 m.

38. Same place as No. 37.

4.46 m.
4.67 m.
7.96 m.

Section 4
32. At 1.57 m.
Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Pond
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

1.35 m.
5.8 m.

33. Same place as No. 32.
Pollywog Pond

.16 m.

34. At 2.81 m. lower left corner of field,
Wadleigh Farmsite.
Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Farmsite
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

Wadleigh Pond
A.T.C.

2.74 m
6.18 m.
7.3 m.
11.85 m

31. Same place as No. 30
Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Dam Camps
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Rainbow Lake Camps
A.T.C.

36. Same place as No. 35.
.1 m.

37. At 6.18 m.

Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Farmsite
3.37 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
6.18 m.
A.T.C.
39. At 7.3 m.
Appalachian Trail
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to 350 ft.
Mahar Campground
4.5 m.
A.T.C.
40. Same place as No. 39.
Appalachian Trail
Spring
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Katahdin
A.T.C.

350 ft.
7.3 m.
11.97 m.
32.61 m.

41. Same place as No. 40
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
Three arrows: two to point right and one left.

4.56 m.
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Section 5
42. At 11.85 m., Mahar Campground.

48. Same place as 47.

Appalachian Trail
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Joe Mary Mountain
7.75 m.
Kokadjo Road
11. m.
Yoke Ponds
13.95 m.
A.T.C.

1.3 m.
11.85 m.

43. Same place as No. 42.
Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Ridge
Lower Jo Mary Lake
Antlers Camps
A.T.C.

Section 6
3.42 m.

49. At 2.7 m., blue-blazed side trail to dam.

5.9 m.

Cooper Pond Dam
A.T.C.

.22 m.

44. At 2.6 m.

50. At 2.85 m., blue-blazed trail to Pond

Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Spring
Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary
Lake
3.3 m.
Mahar Campground
2.6 m.
A.T.C.

Cooper Pond

45. At 4.46 m., at blue-blazed
Potaywadjo Ridge Trail.
Potaywadjo Ridge Trail
(Extraordinary views.)
A.T.C.

.8 m.

46. Same place as No. 45.
Appalachian Trail
Antlers Camps
Mahar Campground

1.44 m.
4.46 m.

47. At Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake
Appalachian Trail
Mahar Campground
5.9 m.
Foot of Nahmakanta Lake
10.55 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
17.7 m.
Katahdin
43.06 m.
A.T.C.

A.T.C.

.2 m.

51. Same place as No. 50.
Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond (Berry’s Camps) 11.1 m.
Lower Joe Mary Lake
(Antler’s Camps)
2.85 m.
A.T.C.
52. At 3.55 m., blue-blazed side trail
to Joe Mary Mtn.
Joe Mary Mtn. Trail
Cooper Pond Campsite
.7 m.
Joe Mary Mtn.
4.2 m.
A.T.C.
53. At Cooper Pond Campsite on Joe
Mary Mtn. Trail.
Joe Mary Mtn.
A.T.C.

3.5 m.
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54. At 7.8 m., blue-blazed trail to
Cooper Brook Falls

61. Same place as No. 60.

Cooper Brook Falls
A.T.C.

25 yds.

55. Same place as No. 54.
Appalachian Trail
Lower Joe Mary Lake, Antlers
Camps
Kokadjo Road
A.T.C.

7.8 m.
3.2 m.

56. At 11 m., Kokadjo – B Pond Road.
Appalachian Trail
Crawford Dam
Lower Joe Mary Lake (Antlers
Camps)
Katahdin
A.T.C.

0.9 m.
11. m.
54.16 m.

57. Same place as No. 56.
Appalachian Trail
Yoke Ponds Camps
A.T.C.

2.95 m.

58. Same place as No. 57.
Standard A.T. Highway Crossing Sign
59. At 13.8 m. on Kokadjo – B Pond
Road, entrance to Berry’s Camps.
Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond Camps
.15 m.
White Cap Mtn.
14.2 m.
A.T.C.
60. Same place at No. 59.
Standard A.T. Highway Crossing Sign

Appalachian Trail
Crawford Dam
3.7 m.
Lower Joe Mary Lake
(Antlers Camps)
13.8 m.
Katahdin
56.86 m.
A.T.C.
Section 7
62. At 1.07 m., side trail to Little Boardman
Mountain.
Little Boardman Mtn.
(Fine view)

A.T.C.

0.7 m.

63. On Little Boardman Mtn. Trail at
two places (2 signs).
Viewpoint
64. At 1.3 m.
Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond Camps
East Branch Pleasant River
A.T.C.
65. Same place as No. 64.

1.3 m.
1.95 m.

Mountain View Pond 1-1/2 m. app.
A.T.C.
66. At 3.25 m.
Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond Camps
3.25 m.
A.T.C.
67. Same place as No. 66
Appalachian Trail
East Branch Dam
Third West Branch Pond Camp
A.T.C.
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68. At Chadwick’s Outlying Camp on
Third West Branch Pond.
Appalachian Trail
East branch Dam
3.2 m.
Yoke Pond Camps
9.35 m.
A.T.C.
69. Same place as No. 68.
Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.
4.85 m.
Pleasant River Road
11.06 m.
Long Pond Camps
14.04 m.
A.T.C.
Section 8
70. At 2.3 m
Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.
2.5 m.
Long Pond (Perham’s Camps) 11.74 m.
A.T.C.

74. At 4.55 m.
White Cap Firetower (3707 ft.)
A.T.C.

.3 m.

75. Same place as No. 74.
Appalachian Trail
Third West Branch Pond
Kokadjo – B Pond
A.T.C.

4.55 m.
14.2 m.

75A. Same place as No. 74.
Appalachian Trail
Pleasant River Road
Long Pond Camps
A.T.C.

6.51 m.
9.49 m.

71. Same place as No. 70.

76. At 9.56 m. where Appalachian Trail
leaves Forest Service Trail and telephone
wire.
Appalachian Trail
Pleasant River Road
1.5 m.
The Hermitage
1.95 m.
A.T.C.

First West Branch Pond Camps at 1.6 m.
A.T.C.

77. At 11.06 m. (Pleasant River Road at
edge of old field).

72. Same place as No. 71.

Appalachian Trail
Hay Brook Falls
White Cap Mtn.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Third West Branch Pond Camp 2.3 m.
A.T.C.
73. At Chadwick’s main camps on First
West Branch Pond at start of blue blazes.
Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.
A.T.C.

1.6 m. 
4.1 m. 

.26 m.
6.81 m.

78. Same place as No. 77.
Appalachian Trail
Pleasant River Road
The Hermitage
Gulf Hagas Trail
Long Pond
Katahdin Iron Works
A.T.C.

350 ft. 
2.21 m. 
3. m. 
6. m.
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79. At The Hermitage, 11.75 m.
Appalachian Trail
Long Pond Camps
2.3 m.
Chairback Mtn.
6.1 m.
Columbus Mtn.
6.1 m.
A.T.C.
80. Same place as No. 79.
Pleasant River Road
Screw Auger Falls Trail
1.06 m.
Gulf Hagas Trail
1.51 m.
Head of the Gulf
4.01 m.
North Shore of Long Pond 6.97 m.
A.T.C.
Gulf Hagas Trail Signs
81. At junction Screw Auger Falls
Trail and Pleasant River Road, 1.06 m.
from The Hermitage
Screw Auger Falls Trail
A.T.C.

0.23 m.

82. At east junction of Pleasant River
Road and Gulf Hagas Trail, at 1.51 m.
from Appalachian Trail
Gulf Hagas Trail
Head of Gulf
North Shore of Long Pond
A.T.C.

2.5 m.
5.46 m.

83. Same place as No. 82.
Pleasant River Road
Head of the Gulf
1.74 m.
Little Lyford Pond Camps 4.06 m. 
Appalachian Trail and
The Hermitage
1.51 m.
A.T.C.
84. Three dozen small signs, half pointing
right and half pointing left, to be used on
Gulf Hagas Trail
Viewpoint

85. At west junction of Pleasant River
Road and Gulf Hagas Trail.
Gulf Hagas Trail
The Hermitage and Appalachian
Trail
4.01 m.
A.T.C.
86. Same place as No. 85.
Pleasant River Road
The Hermitage and Appalachian
Trail
3.24 m.
North Shore of Long Pond 2.96 m.
Third West Branch Pond
9.6 m.
A.T.C.
87. Where blue-blazed trail leaves
Pleasant River Road for Long Pond.
North shore of Long Pond 2.6 m.
A.T.C.
88. Same place as No. 87.
Pleasant River Road
Little Lyford Pond Camps 1.97 m.
Gulf Hagas Trail
.36 m.
Appalachian Trail
3.6 m.
A.T.C.
89. On north shore of Long Pond.
Pleasant River Road
Gulf Hagas Trail
Appalachian Trail
A.T.C.

2.6 m.
2.96 m.
6.97 m.
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Section 9
90. At Perham’s Camps at Long Pond

96. At 3.5 m.

Pleasant River Road
Gulf Hagas Trail
North Shore of Long Pond
White Cap Mtn.
Third West Branch Pond
A.T.C.
91. Same place as No. 90

Chairback Mtn.
(Extraordinary view)
A.T.C.

2.3 m.
3.81 m.
9.27 m.
9.79 m.
14.04 m.

Appalachian Trail
East Chairback Pond
Chairback Mtn.
West Chairback Pond
Bodfish Intervale
A.T.C.

1.8 m.
3.8 m.
5.11 m.
16.96 m.

92. At .18 m. (where blue-blazed trail
joins A.T.
To Appalachian Trail in Sag
between Third and Fourth Mtns.
A.T.C.

1.75 m.

93. Same place as No. 92.
Appalachian Trail
Long Pond Camps
East Chairback Pond
A.T.C.

.18 m.
1.6 m.

94. At .82 m., where trail to West
Chairback Pond goes off from A.T.
West Chairback Pond
A.T.C.

97. Same place as No. 96.
Appalachian Trail
Long Pond Camps
3.3 m.
Big Houston Pond Camps app. 2 1/3 m.
A.T.C.
98. Same place as No. 96.
Appalachian Trail
Columbus Mtn.
.7 m.
Mountain View Camps
8.69 m.
A.T.C.
99. At 4.93 m., side trail to West
Chairback Pond
West Chairback Pond
.18 m.
A.T.C.
100. Fifty ft. beyond No. 99 where trail
to pond forks right from lumber road.
West Chairback Pond
A.T.C.

.18 m.

101. Same place as No. 99.

app. 1 2/3 m.

95. Same place as No. 94.
Appalachian Trail
Long Pond Camps
East Chairback Pond

0.5 m.

.82 m.
.96 m.

Appalachian Trail
Long Pond Camps via Appalachian
Trail
4.93 m.
Bodfish Intervale
12.03 m.
A.T.C.
102. Same place as No. 98.
Long Pond Camps
A.T.C.

app.2.5 m.
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103. At 5.55 m. on cliff on summit of
Third Mtn.

110. At 9.64 m., Blue-blazed side trail
to viewpoint.

Monument Cliff – Third Mtn.
First Blaze here 1932 (W.D. Greene)
A.T.C.

Viewpoint to south
A.T.C.

.2 m.

104. At 5.65 m., side trail to viewpoint.

111. At 9,77 m., blue-blazed side trail
to view and spring.

Viewpoint (Benson Mtn.) 100 yds.
A.T.C.

Spring and viewpoint
A.T.C.

105. At 6.65 m., where blue-blazed
trail goes to Perham’s Camps.

112. At 10.08 m., side trail to Cloud Pond.

Long Pond Camps
A.T.C.

1.9 m.

6.65 m.
5.34 m.
10.31 m.

107. At 8.74 m., where side trail goes
to Dore’s Mountain View Camps.
Mountain View Camps
(Long Pond)
A.T.C.

3.25 m.

108. Same place as No. 107.
Appalachian Trail
Pleasant River road
Bodfish Intervale
A.T.C.

Barren Slide
A.T.C.

250 ft.

114. At 14.2 m., where A.T. turns left
into Seaboard Tote-road.
Appalachian Trail
Barren Mtn.
3.15 m.
Mountain View Camps
8.7 m.
A.T.C.
115. Same place as No. 114.
Dore’s Mountain View Camps
A.T.C.

11.03 m,
8.22 m.

2.8 m.

116. At 14.46 m., side trail to Slugundy
Falls
Slugundy Falls
A.T.C.

109. At Dore’s Camps.
Appalachian Trail
Barren Mtn.
A.T.C.

.2 m.

113. At 12.89 m., blue-blazed side trail
to Barren Slide.

106. Same place as No. 105.
Appalachian Trail
Long Pond Camps
Mountain View Camps
Bodfish Farm
A.T.C.

Cloud Pond
A.T.C.

.23 m.

3.25 m.
5.56 m.
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117. At 14.54 m., where Dore’s Tote-road
joins A.T.
Dore’s Camps (Long Pond) 3.6 m.
Bodfish Intervale
2.42 m.
A.T.C.
118. Same place as No. 117.
Appalachian Trail
Barren Ledges
1.79 m.
Barren Mtn.
3.49 m.
Long Pond

A.T.C.

14.54 m.

119. Where A.T. joins graveled road
at Vaughn Stream, at 15.84 m.
Appalachian Trail
Mountain View Camps,
Long Pond
4.8 m.
Barren Mtn.
4.8 m.
Katahdin
96.19 m.
A.T.C.
120. At 16.96 m., at Bodfish Farm.
Appalachian Trail
Barren Mtn.
Boarstone Mtn.
Monson
A.T.C.

5.91 m.
4.1 m.
14.8 m.

Section 10

Appalachian Trail
Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Big Wilson Cliffs
Little Wilson Falls
A.T.C.

0.31 m.
0.82 m.
1.6 m.

124. At 3.7 m., where side trail, blue-blazed
goes to Jim Whyte’s Lookout.
Appalachian Trail
Little Wilson Falls
Monson
A.T.C.

1.5 m.
11.1 m.

125. Same place as No. 124.
Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Big Wilson Cliffs
A.T.C.

.21 m.
.72 m.

126. At 4.9 m., junction with side trail
to Little Wilson Falls.
Little Wilson Falls

.3 m.

127. Same place as No., 126.
Appalachian Trail
Bodfish Intervale
Monson
A.T.C.

4.9 m.
9.9 m.

128. At 8 m.

121. Special sign for Boarstone Mtn.
at 2.05 m., where road to Boarstone
leaves A.T. and dirt road.
122.
Boarstone Mtn.

123. At Little Wilson Bridge, 3.6 m

2.05 m.

Site of Savage’s Mills
(Abandoned in 1858)
A.T.C.
129. At 11.9 m., at old Watson House
Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
3.9 m.
Little Wilson Falls
7.3 m.
Bodfish Intervale
11.9 m.
A.T.C.
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130. At 14.35 m. in Monson where Maine
Highway 15 comes into A.T.
Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
6.35 m.
Little Wilson Falls
9.75 m.
Bodfish Intervale
14.35 m.
131. At 14.8 m., in Monson, at
crossroads in center of town.
Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
6.8 m.
Little Wilson Falls
10.2 m.
Katahdin
112.1 m.
A.T.C.
Section 11
132. Same place as No. 131.
Appalachian Trail
Blanchard
5.72 m.
Moxie Bald Mtn.
18.19 m.
Me. – N. H. Line
154.19 m.
A.T.C.
133. In Monson
Two metal A.T. Highway Crossing
signs

Moxie Pond (Troutdale Cabins)
A.T.C.

Section 12
137. At Blanchard crossroads.
Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
Moxie Bald Firetower (2,630 ft.)
Moxie Pond (Troutdale Cabins)
A.T.C.

9.25 m.
12.47 m.
16.9 m.

138. At .87 m., where A.T. turns
from county road.
Appalachian Trail
Bald Mtn. Pond Dam
Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.
139. At Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
Pierce Pond Lean-to
Blanchard
A.T.C.

Firetower (2,630 ft.)
A.T.C.
4.9 m.
25.61 m.
117.01 m.

135. Same place as No. 134.
Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn.

Metal A.T. Highway Crossing sign.

7.36 m.
8.38 m.

23.53 m.
9.25 m.

140. At Watchman’s Camp, 121.14 m.

134. At 4.9 m.
Appalachian Trail
Monson
Barren Mtn.
Katahdin
A.T.C.

136. At Blanchard crossroads.

.33 m.

141. Same place as No. 140.
Appalachian Trail
Troutdale Cabins (Moxie Pond)
4.76 m.
A.T.C.
142. Same place as No. 141

13.29 m.
17.72 m.

Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
2.89 m.
Blanchard
12.15 m.
A.T.C.
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143. At Troutdale Cabins.
Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Firetower
Moxie Bald Mtn. Lean-to
Katahdin
A.T.C.
Section 13

149. At 11.22 m., on east bank of
Kennebec River, at U.S. Route 201.
5.09 m.
7.65 m.
134.31 m.

Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Camps
3.66 m.
Mt. Bigelow
28.55 m.
A.T.C.
Section 14

144. Where A.T. leaves railroad grade,
1 m. from Troutdale Cabins

150. On west bank of Kennebec River on
post.

Appalachian Trail
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
3.89 m.
Caratunk
10.52 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Camps
3.41 m.
Mt. Bigelow
28.3 m
A.T.C.

145. At 4.73 m. side trail to
Pleasant Pond Mtn. tower.
Appalachian Trail
Caratunk, U.S. Route 201
6. m.
Kennebec River
6.54 m.
A.T.C.
146. Same place as No. 145.
Appalachian Trail
Troutdale Cabins
4.73 m.
Moxie Bald Mtn. Firetower 10.19 m.
Bald Mtn. Lean-to
13.08 m.
A.T.C.
147. Same place as No. 145.
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
.16 m.
A.T.C.
148. At Mosquito Tote-road and A.T.,
6.05 m.
Appalachian Trail
Pleasant Pond Mtn. (2,480 ft.) 1.48 m.
A.T.C.

Section 15
151. At Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps.
Appalachian Trail
Kennebec River
3.41 m.
Katahdin
150.15 m.
A.T.C.
152. Same place as No. 151.
Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Camps
Mt. Bigelow
A.T.C.

0.8 m.
6.4 m.
7.32 m.
24.89 m.

153. At junction of Arnold Trail route with
former Dead River route, .33 m. west of
Sterling’s camps.
Pierce Pond Lean-to
.47 m.
A.T.C.
154. Same place as No. 153; point
east on A.T.
Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Camps
.33 m.
Kennebec River
3.74 m.
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A.T.C.
161. Same place as No. 160.

155. Same place as No. 153.
Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Camps
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Ledge House (Maine Highway 16)

6.07 m.
6.99 m.
15.99 m.
17.46 m.

A.T.C.
156. At junction of side trail to Pierce
Pond Lean-to and old Dead River route.
Spring

A.T.C.

100 yds.

157. On Pierce Pond Lean-to.

.11 m.

East Carry Pond

.1 m.

Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Camps
1.19 m.
A.T.C.

6.78 m.
9.7 m.
10.02 m.
11.49 m.

160. At East Carry Pond Camps.

A.T.C.

162. At trail to west shore of East
Carry Pond.

164. Same place as No. 162.

159. Same place as No. 158.

Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Lean-to
Pierce Pond Camps

Section 16

Appalachian Trail
Middle Carry Pond
.56 m.
West Carry Pond Camps
5.07 m.
A.T.C.

158. At side trail to East Carry Pond
Lean-to, 6.3 m. from Pierce Pond.

Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Lean-to
Kennebec River
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Maine Highway 16
A.T.C.

6.3.6 m.
9. m.
10.47 m.
17.57 m.

163. Same place as No. 162.

Pierce Pond Lean-to
Latrine
Spring

East Carry Pond Lean-to
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
West Carry Pond Camps
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Maine Highway 16
Mt. Bigelow
A.T.C.

1.1 m.
7.32 m.

165. At side trail to Middle Carry Pond
at 1.36 m.
Middle Carry Pond
A.T.C.

.5 m.

166. Same place as No. 165.
Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Camps
West Carry Pond Camps
A.T.C.

1.36 m.
5. m.

167. At 4.2 m., junction of A.T. and
Arnold Point Trail.
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Arnold Point
A.T.C.
168. At West Carry Pond Camps.
Appalachian Trail
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Maine Highway 16
East Carry Pond Camps
Katahdin
A.T.C.

173. Same place as No. 172.
2.54 m.
4.11 m.
6.36 m.
163.5 m.

169. Where trail leaves West Carry
Pond Tote-road, at 7.14 m.
Appalachian Trail
Ledge Hours
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Jerome Brook Lean-to
East Carry Pond Lean-to
Bigelow Col. Lean-to
Horns Pond Lean-tos
A.T.C.

This trail involves steep
climbing.
174. At 3.6 m. from Maine Highway
16, where trail drops off Little
Bigelow with view of East Peak ahead.
Viewpoint
A.T.C.

3.33 m.

170. At Jerome Brook Lean-to

175. At app. 4 m., at edge of slash and
spruce growth where, from top of knoll,
there is a view ahead of East Peak.
Viewpoint
A.T.C.

10.13 m.
8.95 m.
12.01 m.

171. At Ledge House; at north end of
highway and Trail intersection.
Appalachian Trail
West Carry Pond Camps
Jerome Brook Lean-to
East Carry Pond Camps
Pierce Pond Camps
A.T.C.

¼ m. app.

4.1 m.
1.47 m.
10.47 m.
17.79 m.

Section 17
172. On Trail at Maine Highway 16 at
Ledge House, at south end of road
intersection.
Appalachian Trail
Little Bigelow Mtn.
2.6 m.
Mt. Bigelow, East Peak
6.96 m.

176. At junction of A.T. with former
Dead River route, at 5.3 m. from
Maine Highway 16.
Appalachian Trail
Little Bigelow Mtn.
Maine Highway 16, Ledge House
A.T.C.

1.7 m.
5.3 m.

177. Same place as No. 176.
Appalachian Trail
East Peak, Mt. Bigelow

1.66 m.

178. Same place as No. 176.
Dead River Route
(Abandoned)
Maine Highway 16
A.T.C.

1.46 m.

179. App. .2 m. farther up on road from
No. 178 – to point both ways.
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Bigelow Col
Horns Pond Lean-tos
A.T.C.

7.34 m.
10.4 m.

Water

180. At app. 5.6 m., where route leaves
old road (former Dead River route) on
“round barn” trail and enters bushes
on trail.

186. At junction of A.T. and Bigelow
Range Trail. (Blocks supporting this
sign may have been altered to support
sign facing in reverse direction.

Appalachian Trail
East Peak
1.36 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Bigelow Col Lean-to
3.06 m.
Ledge House (Maine Highway 16
10.4 m.
Bigelow village (Maine
Highway 27)
6.65 m.
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
8.85 m.
A.T.C.

181. At blue-blazed trail to Old Man’s
Head, at 6.15 m.
Old Man’s Head
East Peak, Mt. Bigelow
A.T.C.

.1 m.
.81 m.

182. Same place as No. 181.
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 16
6.15 m.
A.T.C.
183. At Bigelow Col, 7.34 m.
Appalachian Trail
Firetower
Maine Highway 16
Jerome Brook Lean-to
West Peak
Bigelow Range Trail,
Horns Pond Lean-tos
A.T.C.

.38 m.
7.34 m.
8.95 m.
.85 m.
3.06 m.

184. Same place as No. 183.
The Parsons Trail
Maine Highway 16
2.74 m.
A.T.C.
185. At 9.9 m. from Ledge House,
junction with blue-blazed North
Horn Trail.

187. Same place as No. 186.
Bigelow Range Trail
Fine viewpoint
.28 m.
Cranberry Peak Pond
2.15 m.
Cranberry Peak (3,213 ft.) 3.43 m.
The Cave
4.42 m.
First Ledges
4.6 m.
Arnolds’ Well
4.71 m.
Arnold Inn, Stratton
7.72 m.
A.T.C.
188. At west end of Bigelow Range
Trail in Stratton.
Bigelow Range Trail
The Cave
2.25 m.
Cranberry Peak
3.24 m.
Horns Pond and The
Appalachian Trail
6.67 m.
A.T.C.
189. At Bigelow Village, 14.58 m.
Appalachian Trail
Horns Pond Lean-tos and Bigelow
Range Trail
6.65 m.
East Peak (4,088 ft.)
10.09 m.
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North Horn

A.T.C.

A.T.C.

.17 m.

190. Same place as No. 189.

195. At 8 m.

Appalachian Trail
Follow road east for 0.38 m.
Remmick’s Cabins
.012 m.
A.T.C.

Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.

Section 18

0.38 m.
.8 m.
0.21 m.

192. At junction of Trail to Sugarloaf
Mtn. and Maine Highway 27 at
Bigelow Village.
Appalachian Trail
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
1.82 m.
Mt. Sugarloaf
4.44 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
7.13 m.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
8. m.
Orbeton Stream
12.75 m.
Redington Pond Camps
13.78 m.
A.T.C.
193. At 1.86 m., at Mt. Sugarloaf
Lean-to
Appalachian Trail
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
Horns Pond Lean-tos
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.



196. Same place as No. 195.
Appalachian Trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
6.104 m.
Bigelow Village
8. m.
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
7.05 m.
A.T.C.

191. At junction of trail to Sugarloaf
Mtn. and Maine Highway 27 at
Bigelow Village.
Appalachian Trail
Follow road west
F. S. Campbell Field
Campground
Remmick’s Cabins
A.T.C.

50 yds.

8.85 m.
6.14 m.

197. At junction of proposed side trail to Mt.
Abraham and Appalachian Trail, 8.61 m.
Appalachian Trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to .61 m.
Mt. Sugarloaf
4.17 m.
Bigelow Village
8.61 m.
Orbeton Stream
6.14 m.
Saddleback Mtn.
13.34 m.
A.T.C.
198. This sign 8/40, nailed to back of tree
where sign No. 197 is in place.
Mt. Abraham Firetower 2 m. app. 
A.T.C.
199. At Orbeton Stream where Trail meets
dirt road, south of bridge, across stream.
Appalachian Trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
4.75 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
5.82 m.
Maine Highway 27
(Bigelow Village)
12.75 m.
A.T.C.
200. same place as No. 199.
Appalachian Trail

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by Dave Field – Page

166

194. At 7.04 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
A.T.C.

.1 m.

Section 19

2.3 m.
7.2 m.
1.03 m.

207. and 208. (Point left and right)

201. 150 ft. north of bridge across
Orbeton Stream

The Caves
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Saddleback Jr. Mtn.

2.3 m.
3.62 m.

The Horn
Mt. Saddleback

5.57 m.
7.2 m.

Maine Highway 4

Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Saddleback Mtn.
Redington Pond Camps
A.T.C.

16.15 m.

A.T.C.

202. Same place as No. 201.

Appalachian Trail
Piazza Rock Lean-to
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
A.T.C.

5.88 m.
11.39 m. 

210. Same place as No. 209.
Piazza Rock
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Redington Pond Camps
Maine Highway 16
Bigelow Village
A.T.C.

1.03 m.
9.2 m.
12.78 m.

203. At 1.07 m.
Redington Pond Camps
A.T.C.

0.9 m.

204. At Poplar Ridge Lean-to.
Appalachian Trail
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Piazza Rock Lean-to
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.

5.88 m.
7.15 m.

205. At junction A.T. and side trail just
east of tower, 7.15 m.
Saddleback Lake Camps
A.T.C.

209. At 10.88 m. at Piazza Rock Lean-to.

app.

5.5 m.

.1 m.

211. At 11.95 m., where road leaves A.T.
and leads across Sandy River Ponds.
Maine Highway 4
A.T.C.

.4 m.

212. Same place as No. 211.
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 4 (Houghton Fireroad
4.2 m.
Saddleback Mtn.
4.75 m.
A.T.C.
213. On present Maine Highway 4, at
junction with road which leads
across old highway to ford between
Sandy River Ponds.
Appalachian Trail
Piazza Rock
Saddleback Mtn.
A.T.C.

.4 m.
1.57 m.
5.15 m.
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206. Same place as No. 205.
Appalachian Trail
Piazza Rock Lean-to
Maine Highway 4
Poplar Ridge Lean-to

3.73 m.
9. m.
4.85 m.

214. At Maine Highway 4, at
side road which crosses Sandy
River Pond in 0.2 m.

219. At Maine Highway 17, HoughtonOquossoc Road.


Piazza Rock Lean-to
1.4 m.
Piazza Rock and Caves
1.5 m.
Saddleback Mtn. (4,116 ft.) 5.05 m.
A.T.C.
215. At Maine Highway 4, opposite
Houghton Truck Road

Piazza Rock Lean-to
Saddleback Mtn. (4,116 ft.)
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Orbeton Stream
A.T.C.

Section 21
220. At Houghton-Oquossoc Road
(Maine Highway 17).

5.27 m.
8.95 m.
13.85 m.
16.15 m.

Section 20
216. At beginning of Houghton Truck
Road and Maine Highway 4 (west side)
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Four Ponds Camps, Long Pond
Maine Highway 17
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Four Ponds Camps
1.75 m.
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to 2.53 m.
Maine Highway 4
8.65 m.
A.T.C.

6.12 m.
7. m.
8.65 m.

217. At 6.12 m. from Maine Highway 4
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Piazza Rock Lean-to
11.39 m.
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
8.17 m.
A.T.C.
218. At 7.05 m. from Maine Highway 4.

Appalachian Trail
Summit
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
Maine Highway 5
South Arm
A.T.C.

1.18 m.
5.71 m.
10.1 m.
12.1 m.

221. At 5.65 m., where trail leads off
to Elephant Mtn. Lean-to at bog.
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to 8.17 m
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
7.61 m
A.T.C.
222. Same place as No. 221.
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C>

100 yds.

223. At Maine Highway 5.
Appalachian Trail
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
4.51 m.
Summit
8.92 m.
Maine Highway 17
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A.T.C.
224. Same place as No. 223.

Four Ponds Camps – Long Pond
Round Pond 
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Go north .1 m. and turn left
A.T.C.

225. At .1 m. north on Maine Highway 17
of sign No. 224.
Appalachian Trail
Go south .1 m. and turn left
A.T.C.
Section 22

232. Same place as No. 231.

226. On Maine Highway 17, 0.1 m.
north of sign No. 223.
Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Camp Keewadin
Andover-B Hill Road
A.T.C.

3.05 m.
5.9 m.
13.03 m.

227. Sawyers Notch, where A.T. meets
tote-road to Andover at 2.58 m.
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 5
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.

2.58 m.
7.32 m.

228. Same place as No. 227.
Andover
A.T.C.

7 m. app.

229. Same place as No. 227.
Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Camp Keewadin
Frye Brook Lean-to
A.T.C.

231. At junction of A.T. and C Pond
Bluff Trail

C Pond Bluff Trail
1.03 m
Built by Bates College Outing Club
A.T.C.

0.47 m.
3.32 m.
10.75 m.

Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
2.25 m.
Camp Keewadin
.6 m.
Andover-B Hill Road
7.73 m.
A.T.C.
233. At Camp Keewadin, 5.9 m.
Appalachian Trail
C Pond Bluff
1.63 m.
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
2.9 m.
Maine Highway 5
5.9 m.
A.T.C.
234. Same place as No. 233.
Appalachian Trail
Andover-B Hill Road
7.13 m.
Frye Brook Lean-to
7.43 m.
A.T.C.
235. On Andover-B Hill Road, north
of Frye Brook Bridge
Appalachian Trail
Surplus Pond
3. m.
Camp Keewadin
7.15 m.
C Pond Bluff
8.7 m.
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
10.0 m.
Maine Highway 5
13.03 m.
A.T.C.

230. At Squirrel Rock Lean-to, 3.02 m.
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Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Frye Brook Lean-to
10.208 m.
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
7.61 m.
A.T.C.
Section 23
(Special signs here made by Maine Alpine Club)
236. Same place as No. 235 except south
side of Frye Brook
Appalachian Trail
Frye Brook Lean-to
0.28 m.
The Churn

0.39 m.

The Cataract
The Flume
East Peak Baldpate
West Peak Baldpate
Maine Highway 26
A.T.C.

0.44 m.
0.57 m.
3.72 m.
4.6 m.
7.2 m.

237. At Frye Brook Lean-to
Appalachian Trail
Frye Brook Lean-to
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Grafton Notch Lean-to
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Grafton Notch Lean-to
Table Rock
West Peal, Baldpate
East Peak, Baldpate
Frye Brook Lean-to
Andover-B Hill Road
A.T.C.

0.2 m.
1.13 m.
2.6 m.
3.48 m.
6.92 m.
7.2 m.

241. Same place as No. 240.
Appalachian Trail
Old Speck Mtn. Trail
A.T.C.

.44 m.

Section 24
10.28 m.
8.72 m. 

238. On East Peak of Baldpate
Appalachian Trail
Baldpate East Peak
Andover-B Hill Road
3.72 m.
West Peak Baldpate
.88 m.
Maine Highway 26 (Grafton
Notch)
3.48 m.
A.T.C.
239. At junction Table Rock
side trail with A.T.

240. In Grafton Notch, 0.44 m. north
of Forest Service Campground.

242. At Forest Service Campground in
Grafton Notch.
Appalachian Trail
Old Speck Firetower (4,175 ft.)
Speck Pond Lean-to
Full Goose Lean-to
North Peak, Goose Eye
Carlo Col Lean-to
Me. – N.H. Line
A.T.C.

1.7 m.
3.05 m.
7.96 m.
8.93 m.
12.5 m.
12.73 m.

243. Same place as 242.
Appalachian Trail
Follow Highway, then turn right in .44 m.
Katahdin
253. m.
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Table Rock
0.48 m.
(Extraordinary View)
A.T.C.

244. At Old Speck Firewarden’s cabin.



East Spur Trail to Tower
(Rough Trail)
A.T.C.

245. At tower.
East Spur Trail to Cabin
(Rough Trail)
A.T.C.
246. At junction of Trail to Tower
and A.T. on Old Speck.
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 26
1.65 m.
Grafton Notch Lean-to
2.29 m.
East Peak Baldpate
5.57 m.
Katahdin
254.88 m.
A.T.C.
247. Same place as No. 246.
Old Speck Tower
and East Spur Trail
A.T.C.
248. At Maine-New Hampshire line.
Appalachian Trail
Maine-New Hampshire Line
Old Speck Firetower
11.13 m.
Grafton Notch
12.73 m.
Baldpate, East Peak
16.65 m.
Mt. Katahdin
265.96 m.
A.T.C.

*****

For each lean-to, there is to be:
(a)Sign
"Latrine"
(b)Sign
"Tin cans”
(c) Sign
"Spring"
(d) Forest Service Public Campsite sign, reading:
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Appalachian Trail Lean-to
Maine Forest Service Public Campsite
Be careful of fire
Maine Forest Service
(e) Waterproof printed A.T. lean-to notice
Maine Sign notes
For replacements 1945
Signs No. 13 to No. 61 inclusive, plus 6A.
Make: 114, 115, 145, 146, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 182, 186, 209, 204, 193, 195, 217,
237
Note:
Relocation of Section 2 with Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail would require remaking of:
3, 12, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 43, 40, 56, 61, 119, 131, 134, 143, 151, 168, 243, 246, 248

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1944 – Compiled by Dave Field – Page

172

